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The Text and the Detail. On methods of reading and systematizing Vitruvius in the Renaissance





Christensen, Rikke Lyngsø





For Renaissance architects, Vitruvius acted as the stabile point of reference, at times even as a rule, in connection to the heterogeneous ancient remains that were visible amongst the Roman ruins. The circumstance that Vitruvius’s text itself was a literary palimpsest formed the outset of a passionate Vitruvian exegesis. The many studies and publications of Vitruvius in the 16th century can therefore be perceived as efforts to arrange the ancient source in such a way that it became more comprehensible to a 16th century user. Based on two case-studies, the article explores the literary methods employed when Renaissance architects and humanists sought to come to terms with Vitruvius’s difficult text. The first turns to the private study space of the Florentine architect Giovanni Battista da Sangallo. Through formal observations concerning the notes and autograph drawings that the architect made in his own Vitruvius, this case-study attempts to establish a relationship between a textual description mode that enhances the detail and the reading act. In order to set this investigation of the field between text and reader into a broader context, the second case-study turns to then-contemporary studies of Vitruvius directed for the public, such as the Vitruvius-programme of the Accademia della Virtù and the many publications of Vitruvius in the first half of the 16th century. By focussing on essential literary systematization tools of structuring the ancient source that became prevalent, this case-study explores textual mechanisms at play with the advent of printing and their potential impact on Renaissance architectural thought.




Dateien zu dieser Publikation








christensen.pdf — PDF — 2.712 Mb





MD5: 35bbfabe9c5c4a385359e69df63f2995










Zitieren



BibTeX






EndNote






RIS















Zur Langanzeige





























Impressum Leitlinien Kontakt Datenschutzerklärung


Ein Service der Universitätsbibliothek und des Computer- und Medienservice


© Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin



 









DOI


10.18452/7673



Permanent URL


https://doi.org/10.18452/7673



HTML


<a href="https://doi.org/10.18452/7673">https://doi.org/10.18452/7673</a>











