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The Architecture of the Third Reich in Silesia and
Spatial Planning in the “German East™*

A quick glance at the map shows what ‘frontier struggle’ really means
in Silesia [Grenzlandkampf]. The external borders of Silesia run into
1,200 km in length, while the region itself is connected with the Reich

through a bottleneck, not even one-fourth of these borders.

The Gauleiter of Silesia [Schlesien], Josef Wagner, in an interview

with Schiesische Tageszeitung (1937)"

Researchers tend to focus on individual buildings or
sections within a city; unfortunately, this prevents a
more holistic view being taken of the urban fabric.
Hence, a glance at the map may not only be taken for
auxiliary reasons, such as locating particular spots, it
may also provoke new research questions. Attempted
new readings of maps and urban plans have given
birth to a new field of study on cartography and a new
methodology which is used mainly by historians.?

In the 1920s, Karl Haushoffer invented a new type
of map known as the suggestive map,® which became
increasingly popular in interwar publications as an ex-
cellent medium for representing shifting geopolitics
with a wide array of visual means, including arrows
and geometric figures. This type of imagery was a
perfect carrier for political content and propaganda.
As such, it made its way to numerous publications
which often postulated the revision of the borders and
lambasted the Treaty of Versailles (1919) as particu-
larly damaging to the Reich.

A glance at the diagrammatic map of the Reich
from 1938 (Fig. 1), one of the many cartographic rep-
resentations in the publications from the time, gives a
better idea of the peculiar location of Silesia, which
the sources of the time described as “a bulwark in the
German South-East” [Bollwerk im deutschen Siidos-
ten]. The plan provides a persuasive representation
which operates with a contrasting juxtaposition of col-
ours. Interestingly, Germany is rendered in white,
while the surrounding countries are painted black. The

juxtaposition of black and white brings to mind the
conflicting concepts of light and darkness as the sym-
bols of good and evil. As such, the Third Reich ap-
pears to be a lonely island, oppressed and stifled by
neighbouring countries. What gains in significance are
the eastern provinces of Germany, i.e. the exclave of
East Prussia and the projecting expanse of Silesia. It
must be added that the map represents Germany
after the Annexation of Austria on 12 March 1938 [An-
schluss], that is, after the launch of territorial expan-
sion to the South-East.

The geopolitical situation of Silesia fed into the
narrative present in the accounts from the time. The
press releases and literature of the time gave weight
to the border question and special tasks for the au-
thorities of the region and its population. This rhetoric
can be traced in official political statements, e.g.
made during an interview by the Gauleiter of Silesia,
Josef Wagner,* as well as official documents and cor-
respondence. The geographical location of Silesia
served as an important reason in lobbying for invest-
ment in the area. The investment was intended to
consolidate the eastern flank of the Reich.®

The sources from the era feature a peculiar narrat-
ive, or newspeak, which | would suggest may be
called “frontier discourse.” The discourse, which pen-
etrated official statements by Nazi authorities, began
to intensify in the late 1930s as Germany braced itself
for military conflict. Silesia was described as an
eastern outpost of the Reich. Eroded by its national,
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Fig. 1 Schematic map of the German Reich from 1938

ethnic, religious, and cultural diversity, the region was
thus susceptible to “foreign” influence, Slavic in par-
ticular. These accounts produced a mounting sense
of danger, and as such called for the revival of Ger-
manhood [Deutschtum] in the area.®

These visual metaphors travelled to domains other
than politics or propaganda. Scientists, too, began to
use similar rhetorical devices. In so doing, they pic-
tured a vivid image of their challenging circumstances
and the importance of their work, which was to bring
a sea change in Eastern Europe. It must be emphas-
ized that the discourse on the risks carried by the
“Slavic element” had figured in academic publications
long before it was harnessed by Nazi war propa-
ganda.

One important trend in this respect was the Ost-
forschung, i.e., a school of historical research on the
East, which developed greatly in Wroctaw/Breslau.
Eastern studies were pursued by Hermann Aubin and
his fellow researchers, who created the Eastern
Europe Institute [Osteuropa Instituf]. Wroctaw/Breslau
soon achieved the status of a major hub for Ost-
forschung. As the Nazis rose to power, this line of re-
search became increasingly politicized.’

The way academic research was deployed in set-
tlement designs and eastern colonization concepts, or
how it penetrated them, is of much interest to archi-
tecture and urban planning. The process of coloniza-

tion called for the expertise of Silesia-based profes-
sionals: a variety of specialists in a variety of fields
due to the territorial proximity and a long tradition of
research, most notably on Slavic nations. Being a
frontier province and a melting pot may have been
Silesia’s great asset.

In the 1920s and 1930s, researchers in Silesia’s
urban planning focused their interest and analysis on
two areas: mediaeval location privileges, known as
settlement with the Magdeburg or German law, and
King Frederick’s Colonization in the 18% century.?
Both exemplified German colonization models and a
long tradition of Germanization in Silesia’s architec-
ture and urban planning. The issue is yet to be ana-
lyzed in detail. This particularly concerns the deploy-
ment of historical settlement models and stylistic
models in the colonization of the eastern territories,
which as the authorities and urban planners believed
called for a total makeover.

A Prussian-Style Public Building

The New Administration [Neue Regierung] building in
Wroctaw/Breslau, which now houses the Lower
Silesia Provincial Office (Fig. 2), is worthy of note, be-
ing the Third Reich’s largest public building to have
been erected in Silesia. Urban plans from 1935-1937,
which are held at the Construction Archive in
Wroctaw,® demonstrate the evolution of the building’s
architectural concept. That said, they proved insuffi-
cient to establish its designer. Formerly, the design
was attributed to Felix Brauler,’® a largely unknown
government planner [Regierungsbauraf]. Alternatively,
Brauler was said to have collaborated with loc-
ally-based architects such as Herbert Boehm and
Richard Konwiarz." These ambiguities can now be
dispelled thanks to the survey of periodical publica-
tions from the time and an exhibition catalogue show-
casing the building’s model.

The Regierung building in Wroctaw/Breslau was
designed by the Berlin-based architect Arthur Reck in
collaboration with Erich Bdddicker. lts 1:100 model
(Fig. 3, 4) was showcased at the prestigious Second
German Architecture and Art and Crafts Exhibition [2.
Deutsche Architektur- und Kunsthand- werkausstel-
10.12.1938-10.04.1939]
Deutschen Kunst in Munich as a model design of the

lung, at the Haus der
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Fig.2  The New Administration [Neue Regierung] building in Wroctaw/Breslau, now the Lower Silesia Provincial Office

Prussian State Building Administration [PreuBische
Staatshochbauverwaltung)," the office responsible for
public buildings and subordinate to the German Min-
istry of Finance [Finanzministerium)."

Who was Arthur Reck and his local associate Erich
Boddicker? The former was an architect and govern-
ment planner; from 1937 he was in charge of the
Prussian State Building Administration [PreuBische
Staatshochbauverwaltung] and the Department of
Building at the Reich Finance Ministry (Finanzminis-
terium). His earlier architectural designs in Silesia in-
cluded Ss Peter and Paul’s Church in Opole/Oppeln
(1923-1924), which drew heavily on Ottonian archi-
tecture.” One of Reck's more famous works is the
mint building at Mihlendamm 3 in Berlin, designed in
collaboration with Fritz Keibel in the mid1930s. Erich
Boddicker, who was also known as Bdddiger, was a
town planner active in Upper Silesia; he designed the
police headquarters [Polizeiprésidium in Hindenburg]
located at the intersection of ulica 1 Maja and ulica

gen. Ch. de Gaulle’a in today’s Zabrze. The building
was completed in 1930."

The decision to develop the building had been
made at the dawn of Nazi rule in Germany, probably
in 1934, a long time before Wroctaw/Breslau was
covered by the Law on the Redesign of German Cit-
ies” [Gesetz (ber die Neugestaltung deutscher
Stédte] of 4 October 1937 and urban plans by the
Berlin-based architect Werner March (1938-1939).'
Thus, the building was designed at the initial stages of
the process which saw the metamorphosis of the city
into an East German metropolis. The Regierung build-
ing itself and the administrative facilities to be de-
veloped nearby, including the High President’s Office
[Oberprésidium], were intended to create a new gov-
ernment quarter around today’s plac Spoteczny [then
Lessingplatz).

In Werner March’s designs, the area rose to be-
come a Gauforum, a showpiece space with a mar-
ching square as the very embodiment of power. This
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Fig. 3,4 Model of the New Administration building, at the Second
German Architecture and Art and Crafts Exhibition [2. Deut-

sche Architektur- und Kunsthandwerkausstellung],
10.12.1938-10.04.1939 at the Haus der Deut- schen Kunst
in Munich, Photos by Wasow, Munich and Dr. Weskamp

surpassed previous urban plans both in its size and
programme and provided for the makeover of the
transport network and urban fabric. That said, Reck
and Bdéddicker’s building was incorporated into both
March’s urban design and a competing design by
Herbert Boehm." Eventually, only the 26-thousand
sgm Regierung building was actually erected. The
building now serves as a relatively modest testimony
to the grand urban transformation which awaited the
city at the time.

As previously said, the creation of Wroctaw/Bre-
slau as a model East German metropolis played an in-
strumental role in elevating the entire region. As such,
the city was showcased as a centre for research on
the German East and a bulwark of Germanhood at the
south-eastern frontier of the Reich.

Both the monumental and functional qualities of
the building are described multiple times in the pub-
lications listed above. However, no effort has been
made at providing the analysis of Reck’s use of archi-
tectural language. Similarly, future elaborations are

yet to allow a better understanding of the architectural
design of the building and its political import in the
landscape of Silesia. It is essential that such elabora-
tions describe the Wroctaw/Breslau building in the
context of its contemporary Koszalin/Késlin and Erfurt
Regierung offices (Reck’s descriptions of the two
have survived)."® Not without a reason, the creator of
these buildings called them a “particularly Prussian
architectural  question”  [spezifisch  preuBische
Baufrage).

This brings to mind the notion of “Prussian style”
and the importance of Prussia at the time. One of the
key figures in this respect was Arthur Moeller van den
Bruck (1876-1930), a German cultural historian and
exponent of a conservative revolution who is also
known as “the promoter of Prussia.”" It is worth not-
ing that Moeller van der Bruck also coined the term
“Third Reich,” which was later appropriated by Nazi
ideology.?°

Apart from Das dritte Reich (1922), worthy of note
is also Prussian Style [Der PreuBische Stil*', one of
his 1930s publications which elaborates on a number
of issues at an intersection of politics, culture, and art,
including architecture.

Moeller van der Bruck envisioned Prussia as
something more than just a model political entity
based on militarist principles. His “Prussianhood”
[PreuBentums] served as “a principle of the world”,? a
modernity rule which informed lifestyle; as such, it
paved the way for the inner colonization and restora-
tion of Germany. He wrote separate chapters on An-
dreas Schllter and Friedrich Gilly; however, the
chapters on style and monumental architecture are
those that prove to be particularly important for the
examination of Reck’s favourite concepts.

Moeller van der Bruck was not the only one to ex-
tol the virtues of Prussia in the interwar years. That
said, his publication is particularly resonant with
Reck’s descriptions of the three Regierung buildings.
“Prussianhood” was to be a defining feature of the ar-
chitectural designs of the three buildings in three dis-
tinct parts of the Reich (Silesia, Thuringia, and Pomer-
ania). “If these construction projects deserve special
attention because of their size and monumental
design, then a distinctly Prussian attitude has been
made clear in them, which still gives sufficient expres-
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sion to the landscape and indigenous content of their
respective sites.”?

Developed at a key moment for the Reich, the Re-
gierung building was thus intended as a manifestation
of particular political content. Reck highlighted this
idea in his presentation of the Regierung building in
Koszalin/Kdslin, which was completed as German
troops headed for Poland in order to “recapture the

ancient German culture and territory.”?*

A Model Settlement in Silesia

During the Third Reich, much effort was made to offer
model solutions for the eastern territories. These solu-
tions drew from vernacular architecture and historical
settlement models. The results particularly showcase
the impact of scientific research on theory and design
practice. The Ostforschung mentor Hermann Aubin
believed that science had a vital role to play in the
shaping of national consciousness; he pointed out
that: “our nation’s movement to the East, which
defined the Middle Ages and modernity, was one of
the most significant events in its history.”?

In their works, researchers from Hermann Aubin’s
circle sought to explore these issues, and they often
conflated historical arguments with current political
narratives. A prime example in this respect is Herbert
Schlenger’s study on the town of Miedzybdrz (then
Neumittelwalde; its previous name Medzibor had
been Germanized in 1886).%° Born in the town in 1904,
Schlenger worked closely with Aubin, whose interces-
sion won him a habilitation in 1936 at the University of
Breslau (without presenting a written dissertation),
and a special professorship in 1944. He was very
much involved in politics and was a Nazi Party mem-
ber; from 1940 he was in charge of the Office for Re-
gional and Cultural Studies in Silesia [Amt fiir schles-
ische Landeskunde].?”

The very title of his book Wie eine Grenzstadt
wurde. 300-Jahrfeier der Stadt Neumittelwalde [The
Making of a Border Town. 300 Years of Neumittel-
walde] brings to mind the headlines of propaganda
press releases. The book itself provides an analysis of
the town’s development across history and a critique
of the post-Versailles dispensation, which serves as a
scientific basis for border revisionism. In the final sen-
tence of Schlenger’s book, Neumittelwalde is elev-

ated as a symbol of the oppressed German nation,
who have to defend their living space by colonizing
frontier territories: “Thus, the destiny of the remotest
border town becomes the fate of the whole people.
This destiny is to expand the population at an ex-
posed frontier of the Reich.”?®

lllustrated books with detailed plans, inventory
drawings, and information on traditional building tech-
niques served as major references on vernacular ar-
chitecture, as well as architectural templates. One
such book was Oberschlesische Landbaukunst um
1800 [Lower Silesia’s Rural Architecture around 1800]
by Hans-Joachim Helmigk,?® who was a practising ar-
chitect. There were also other specialist publica-
tions.*® Some of the traditional architectural features
such as arcades [Germ. Lauben] were described as
quintessentially Germanic.®' The arcade greatly flour-
ished in the architecture of Silesia. Its historical devel-
opment is most notably analyzed in an extensive pub-
lication by Erich Kulke.* Interestingly, Kulke also
shows various ways in which arcades were used in
the then-emerging buildings. This may serve as evid-
ence for an increased interest in vernacular architec-
ture and its impact on the designs from the time.

Of particular interest are those housing estates
which have a thoughtful layout and were intended to
carry out a specific programme or a social experi-
ment. A prime example in this respect is an SA estate
near Gliwice [SA-Siedlung Eichenkamp), the area now
known as Wilcze Gardto.*® Designed by Rudolf Fisc-
her, the plan of the estate provided for two centres: a
market square and an oval stadium, surrounded by
residential houses and other facilities. Eventually, the
scheme was implemented only in part, and the stadi-
um with the stands, as well as an outdoor open swim-
ming pool, SA house, and watchtower were never
built.** Nevertheless, the centralizing scheme remains
apparent even today.

While Wilcze Gardto has survived and is well de-
scribed in literature, little is known of the settlement
called Pogorzele [Werkssiedlung Neuvorwerk/
Primkenad], (Fig. 5, 6), which was developed in the
woods north of Przemkdw, and no research exists on
it. One likely reason for this is that it was utterly oblit-
erated after the war, when the surrounding area
became a military training ground. This unique radial
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Fig. 5, 6

planning scheme was created in the latter part of the
1930s as a model settlement for forestry workers.

The settlement supplanted a village which dated
to the 18" century. The village had been destroyed in
a massive fire on 15" August 1904, which virtually
wiped away 4,300 hectares of woods near
Przemkéw.® Desiccated by drought, the forest caught
fire from a spark dropped by a railway engine. As a
result, the railway had to pay compensation of 2.9
million German marks: a massive amount.*® The event
provoked a popular response not only in Silesia, but
in the entire Reich. One interesting piece of evidence
from the time is an commemorative postcard depict-
ing the charred wreckage of the buildings and the Red
Cross bringing relief to the victims. The postcard was
signed “Der Waldbrand bei Primkenau.”®”

The settlement for forestry workers was based on
a strictly symmetrical radial scheme. Ten identical res-
idential houses were distributed at regular intervals
along a circular road. Departing from the road, four
simple and symmetrical paths led to a cent-
rally-located community house [Gemeinschaftshaus],
the only building standing on a green lawn inside the
circle. At a certain distance from the circle, a complex
of forest management buildings was located; it was
topped with a watchtower, clock tower, and bell
tower rolled into one,® with a passageway leading to
an inner yard. A granary [Futterspeicherl and adjacent
outbuildings were also placed at a certain distance
from the settlement.

Provided with stone foundations, the houses had
brick walls with wooden sidings and high-pitched

thatched roofs. Wooden supports on the outside were

Settlement of forest workers in Pogorzele near Przemkéw [Werksiedlung Neuvorwerk Primkenau], built by the Ph. Reemtsma concern

typical of the Upper Lusatian house [Umgebindehaus),a
structure commonly used at the confluence of Bo-
hemia, Germany, and Poland. Thus, the design drew
a visible inspiration from local rural buildings. How-
ever, its final form was a fusion of various elements
typical of vernacular architecture.

In its spatial design, Pogorzele draws upon the
historical concepts of ideal cities; these follow a
strictly geometrical urban scheme, most notably the
French revolutionary architecture of the late 18" cen-
tury, such as the Royal Saltworks in Arc-et-Senans by
Claude-Nicolas Ledoux. Such regular urban planning
schemes can also be traced in Opole, Silesia. The vil-
lage of Pokoj (Carlsruhe O/S) (Fig. 7), the radial village
of Nowy Kup (1780), and several settlements from the
time of King Frederick’s Colonization show the impact
of these models on local architecture.®® The rise of
mass reproduction led to the dissemination of these
designs in the interwar years.

The spatial design of Pogorzele resembles that of
the Royal Saltworks of Arc-et-Senans in that it reflects
the concept of an ideal community living their lives in
a logical, orderly, and appealing surroundings. On one
hand, this is very much expressive of the investor’s
modern approach whereby workers were provided
with suitable living and working conditions to improve
their work performance. On the other, the settlement
may be treated as a social model laid down by the au-
thorities because of the strict symmetry of the whole
design, the identical form of the houses, and the dom-
inating central position of the community house. Thus,
the settlement is an attempted vision of an ideal,
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Fig. 7 Plan of the radial village of Pokdj [Carlsruhe] in Upper Silesia, Photo: H. J. Helmigk

healthy community. Visions such as this were heavily
promoted under Nazi rule.

Two photographs of the model are known to have
survived, as well as several photographs of the vil-
lage. Ursula Kellner mentions the design in her disser-
tation;*® however, she fails to notice the design was
actually implemented. As such this extraordinary
concept may be linked to the associates of Heinrich
Friedrich Wiepking-Jurgensmann (1891-1973) or even
Wiepking-Jurgensmann himself, one of the most
prominent landscape architects [NS-Gartenarchitekd]
of the time (alongside Alwin Seifert) and the precursor
of the Nazi-approach to garden and
design.
landscape design for the prestigious Tannenberg Me-

landscape

“ Wiepking-Jirgensmann was in charge of

morial [Reichsehrenmahl Tannnenberg] (in collabora-
tion with Walter and Johannes Kriger); he also
provided a spatial design for the Olympic village and
stadium in Berlin [Olympia Stadion], in collaboration
with Walter and Werner March. #?

A completely new planning scheme was financed
by Philipp Furchtegott Reemtsma’s tobacco company

[Reemtsma Cigarettenfabriken GmbH]. Established in
Erfurt in 1910, the business implemented automated
production solutions to become a powerhouse to-
bacco brand in the 1930s. The company had an ar-
rangement with Nazi authorities. After 1933, this se-
cured its development, profitable deals, and access to
forced labour,* including forced labour camps in Pol-
ish and Russian occupied territories.*

In a sense, Reemstma’s investment continued the
tradition of 18th-century King Frederick’s Coloniza-
tion, which was mainly driven by Prussian nobility.
Helmigk asserts: “The credit for the inner colonization
(in Silesia) from 1770 and its greatest achievements
goes not so much to the state authorities and their
financial support but to the enterprising spirit of the
local landowners,”* who built settlements and
brought colonists to their estates. It must be emphas-
ized that Reemtsma’s connections with the Nazi au-
thorities were instrumental in his success.

Little is known about the purpose of the scheme;
however, it may be safely assumed it was not built for
utilitarian purposes. The form, the materials, and
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probably construction costs went beyond the stand-
ard requirements for forestry workers’ lodgings. With
much certainty, Pogorzele was a uniquely prestigious
development, and as such was showcased to politi-
cians, e.g. a delegation of Nazi district leaders [Kre-
isleiter] from Baden.*®

From Silesia to the “German East”

A radical change in the approach to plans for the ar-
chitectural development of Gau Silesia came in 1939,
when it expanded onto Poland’s Silesian Voivodeship
and in 1941, when parts of the Krakow and Kielce
Voivodeships were incorporated. Thus, Silesia gained
a new role as a buffer zone between the Reich and
the annexed or occupied eastern territories. It resulted
also in the administrative reorganization and division
into two separate party districts: the Gau Nieder-
schlesien and Gau Oberschlesien. The parts previ-
ously belonging to Poland would soon become an ex-
perimental area for creating a new living space for
German citizens [Lebensraum)] in an ongoing expan-
sion to the East.

A prime example in this respect are spatial
designs for the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration
camp and urban designs for the town of
Oswigcim/Auschwitz; they were provided by Hans
Stosberg (1903-1989) from 1941-1943. Stosberg ac-
ted as Special Plenipotentiary for the Zoning Plan of
the Town of Oswiecim/Auschwitz [Sonderbevoll-
méchtigter fiir den Bebauungsplan der Stadt Aus-
chwitz). Previously, from January 1930, Stosberg had
worked in the Development Office of the City of Bre-
slau [Stadterweiterungsamt der Stadt Breslau]; he
also defended his doctorate at the Technical Univer-
sity of Hannover [Technische Hochschule Hannover]
on the historical development of transport routes in
Wroctaw/Breslau, which was published in 1935.%

Stosberg’s doctoral pursuits suggest that archi-
tects read academic publications on Silesia as they
developed the urban plans and architectural designs
for the region. The first book Stosberg cited in his dis-
sertation was Joseph Partsch’s extended monograph
on Silesia. His Schlesien, eine Landeskunde fiir das
deutsche Volk expressed a mounting sense of dread
in the face of Slavic nations. Interestingly, this sense

of dread had been present since the late 19" cen-
tury.*®

Heinrich Wiepking-Jirgensmann,* who should be
attributed with the Pogorzele settlement plan, was
charged with the task to provide a landscape design
for the town of Auschwitz and its vicinity. In 1939 he
was appointed Special Representative of the Reichs-
fuhrer SS and Reichskommissar on Landscape Archi-
tecture for the Consolidation of German Nationhood
in the Annexed Eastern Territories [Sonderbeauftrag-
ter des Reichsfiihers SS und Reichskommissars fiir
Festigung deutschen Volkstums in den eingeglieder-
ten Ostgebieten fiir Fragen der Landschaftsgestal-
tung).

Arthur Reck, the designer of the Wroctaw/Breslau
Regierung building, also pursued his career in the
eastern territories. In the summer of 1940, he was in
charge of the Department of Building of the German
Ministry of Finance as it took over urban planning re-
sponsibilities in the Regierungsbezirk Zichenau. He
made drawings for Ciechandéw [Zichenau], Mfawa
[Mielad], and Puttusk [Ostenburg] in collaboration with
Jan Wilhelm Prendel. According to Niels Gutschow,
these “[were] rather imperial fantasies, combining the
elements from previous Gauforum designs.” However,
they differed from the Old Reich designs in that they
provided for the demolition of the existing buildings
and the development of “superior” German towns for
newly-arrived colonists. These projects were never
completed. However, preparatory efforts were made
to displace and exterminate the local population and
demolish Polish and Jewish houses. Such projects
could only be implemented in the eastern territories,
which had little to no value to their German invaders.®

As he discussed urban plans for the Regierungs-
bezirk Zichenau, Reck showcased Prussian architec-
ture as a style to be adopted by public buildings in the
Third Reich. In so doing, he reiterated what he had
said in the descriptions of the Regierung offices of his
own design. In Die Baukunst, a supplement to the
prestigious magazine Die Kunst im Dritten Reich,
Reck wrote about the “transplantation” of Prussian ar-
chitecture to Ciechanoéw, the capital of a new Regier-
ungsbezirk in the Reichsgau East Prussia, and its re-
development as a “German colonial city” [deutsche
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Kolonistationstadf].* “In its individual design, it makes
a conscious reference to the Prussian classicism of
the great master builders of the 18" and 19" centur-
ies, most notably those of King Frederick’s Prussia,
which is relevant to our time with its heroic lifestyle
and the elevation of Fuehrer’s personality.”®

Undeniably, spatial planning in the East was con-
sidered to be an important task for architects and ur-
ban planners. This produced unprecedented opportu-
nities for creating visionary projects. A mere overview
of the architects, including their names and places
they came from, demonstrates they travelled to the
annexed or occupied territories from almost every
corner of the Reich. However, the decisive factors
were their knowledge of the local reality, experience,
and special interest in the German East. That is why
Silesian urban planners or those who had previously
worked in the eastern frontiers of the Reich constitu-
ted a considerable staffing base. The issue requires
further investigations, including a detailed examinati-
on of the architects active in Silesia who later travelled
to the occupied territories.

This article only signals major issues and prob-
lems to be investigated in further research work. One
such issue is the image of Silesia as an area exposed
to colonization and Germanization processes from the
Middle Ages. Another is the Third Reich’s selective
use of history and the architecture of the past in pro-
paganda, which fed into the myth of German Silesia
and the superiority of German achievements in the re-
gion. This showed both in public buildings, the Neue
Regierung Office in Wroctaw/Breslau being a case in
point, and model settlement solution designs such as
the one in Pogorzele. Harnessing the myth of Prussia
or picturing traditional architecture as typically Ger-
manic reveals the need to anchor new designs in pre-
cisely defined constructs of the past and to showcase
German achievements as the longue durée. This also
legitimized the right of the German Reich to its frontier
territories such as Silesia and its further territorial ex-
pansion to the East.

Admittedly, these two examples are only a small
excerpt and do not give an overall picture of the
designs implemented in both urban and rural areas of
Silesia. They nonetheless encourage an approach
which | find particularly interesting given new readings

of the architectural heritage of Silesia during the Third
Reich. The readings were made possible by the dis-
covery of intriguing designs and attributions. New in-
terpretations of Silesia’s architecture under Nazi rule
may be offered by analyzing new sources and public-
ations and addressing the issue of territorial expan-
sion of Nazi Germany to the East.
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2017/25/N/HS2/01279) and was supported by the Foundation for
Polish Science (FNP). | am preparing a PhD thesis on urban plan-
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of Wroctaw (UWr) under the supervision of Agnieszka Zabtocka-
Kos PhD, Associate Professor at the University of Wroctaw, and
auxiliary supervisor Aleksandra Paradowska PhD (University of
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Summary

The article highlights major issues and problems re-
garding our understanding of the architecture of the
Third Reich in Silesia through two examples: a public
building of the
Wroctaw/Breslau, and a small village Neuvorwerk/Po-

Neue Regierung Office in
gorzele near Przemkow, a model settlement for fore-
stry workers. One such issue is the image of Silesia as
an area exposed to colonization and Germanization
processes, especially in the Middle Ages and in the
eighteenth century. Another is the Third Reich’s selec-
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tive use of history and the architecture of the past in
propaganda, which fed into the myth of German Sile-
sia and the superiority of German achievements in the
region. The impact of these concepts and personal
relationships are evident in projects implemented later
in the occupied territories.
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