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Researchers' Perspective on the Publication of Research Data:  

Semi-structured Interviews from China 

Interview: os_008 

1 Interviewer: Yes, it’s working. So. Erm... In the beginning I want to ask you to introduce yourself. 

Where are you working, what is your research about? 

2 Researcher: So, I’m [name]. I... I am working at [the university]. Soo... my research is mainly 

focused on the... air of the particles. So, to study the production of many air of particles. And 

climate effect of those particles in the air. 

3 I: Wow, that sounds very interesting. How it comes that you started to... to research on that? 

4 R: Eee... so. Actually, like the particle in the air is a... very important issue here in China. There 

are eh... if you called a (unintelligible). So, there are a lot of particles in the air. So, into a reduced 

visibility and a lot of things. A lot of them bad a thing and also it can effect climate and human 

health. So, I learned (unintelligible) in like a studying then... eee... inter// (unintelligible) of these 

particles. With all this, the environmental, effect. So... that’s why I actually started. 

And//and//and, I have been studying this for almost a ten years. From my own request. And ee... 

yeah, to here. 

5 I: Oh. So, you have been working in science for ten years now or even longer? And only ten years 

on these topics now? 

6 R: Erm... About a ten years. Like a... Yeah.  

7 I: Okay. Cool. And what research data do you work with, exactly? 

8 R: You mean research data? 

9 I: Yes. 

10 R: Erm... So... We have a lot of instrument. So, we take a instrument taking a measurement. And 

now we have the data.  

11 I: Okay. 

12 R: So... answer also your question? ((laugh)) 

13 I: Yes, yes. Em... So... you actually... wow... You use your instruments to measure it and then you 

have all this... is it... a data in... CSV? Or... Do you have like Excel tables? How do you... erm... 

save the data? How do you work with it?   
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14 R: Erm... there are all kind of data. So... different instruments, we have different data format. 

15 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). 

16 R: Some data we are, we use the CSV format. But other data doesn’t. So... it depends on the 

instrument.   

17 I: Okay. So, it can be a propriet//proprietary format as well. Like a...  

18 R: Yes. Yeah, another format. 

19 I: Okay. And have you ever published your research data? Already? 

20 R: Erm... You mean from mine... past the ten years? 

21 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). 

22 R: Yeah. A lot of papers. 

23 I: Erm... but not papers, but research data. 

24 R: You mean make research data available online?  

25 I: Yes.  

26 R: Ahh... I, I don't know. I'm thinking maybe... We published one data.  

27 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). 

28 R: When I was in... at the [university]. 

29 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). 

30 R: So... because that was a required by [the foundation]. So, we probably... did this. But, erm... 

yeah, I'm//I'm//I'm not sure.  

31 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). So, it’s more common to publish a paper with the results, but not 

providing... the//the actual research data to it. Is it right?  

32 R: So. So, it is usually in my area. Or if you... want... the raw data. You can directly ask the 

corresponding author of that paper. And... Typically, I, they will provide. So, if we... we cannot 

provide the data. But, ehh... If you... we want to do more work, to make this, like a... published 

online. Actually, it is more work. So... you need to buy a storage space. And you need pay money.  

33 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)).  

34 R: And... So, I am not sure, eh... Maybe at this stage. I don't see many people are publishing data 

online. At least in my (unintelligible). 
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35 I: Okay, that's a very interesting observation, to be honest. And ah... 

36 R: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). 

37 I: What would be your biggest concerns, when publishing such data. Do you//Have you ever 

thought about it? Like, what could be the problem. Why do you don't really publish? 

38 R: I'm... Actually, I want to publish my raw data. That’s no problem. The problem is that where I 

can find the online storage. Like even in a free space... then... that’s//that’s great. 

39 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). 

40 R: But I don't find the many... Like a data storage provider. It's happening (unintelligible). I think 

it is very difficult for me to find such storages.  

41 I: I see. But do you, do you work with personal or sensitive data? 

42 R: Erm, no.  

43 I: No... So, it should be... kind of... easy to publish the data.  

44 R: Yeah.  

45 I: That’s good to know. And erm... do you, or is the research data that you collect, does it belong 

to you?  

46 R: No, it’s belong to university.  

47 I: To the university. And would you have the right to give, to give any use rights to the data? Like 

giving licenses?  

48 R: I don't think so.  

49 I: You don't think so. Aha ((affirmative sound)).  

50 R: I think it belongs to the university, but eh... (unintelligible) to this data.  

51 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). ((browse the questions)) Sorry. What kind of information would 

you need, to... to make the process of publishing research data easier? 

52 R: Erm... You forget, erm... Sorry, what's your question? 

53 I: What information would you need to make the process of publishing research data easier? I 

guess, one would be like a list repositories, where you can publish it. But is there something 

else? 

54 R: Yeah, the publisher can provide like data storage of free. That would be great, yeah. We can 

just download the data to//to//to the publisher. And (unintelligible) all the data. And so 
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(unintelligible) for us. 

55 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). Do you know or do you think that research data in you discipline is 

more or less published in other countries than in China?  

56 R: No. No. This and... erm... No, I... I don't see many people in my discipline publish the data.  

57 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). Good... Erm... I am just looking, if I have another question. But I 

think that was it.  

58 R: Mhm ((affirmative sound)).  

59 I: It was very interesting to know. Because what I try to, achieve. Is to see... like this bigger... 

picture... How researchers are dealing with the research data. Handling their research data. So, it 

is very interesting for me to hear... how you worked it or how the perception of the publication 

of research data is. It's very interesting for me. So. Yes, so. Thank you very much. Ehm... 

60 R: Yeah, no problem.  

61 I: If you have questions. 

62 R: (unintelligible). 

63 I: I am sorry, I couldn't understand that. Could you repeat that? 

64 R: Yeah, I’m sorry I’m always forgetting the time.  

65 I: Ah no, no, no worries. I was just a little bit afraid that something didn't work and now it's like 

waiting, but no worries. I am good. I am really happy that you find the time, to... to talk to me. So 

again, thank you very much. If you have any question afterwards you can always contact me and 

I keep you updated what's//what about the research, if you're interested.  
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