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Researchers' Perspective on the Publication of Research Data:  

Semi-structured Interviews from China  

Interview: os_029 

1 Interviewer: Ok, so. Thank you very much again. My first question is: How long have you been 

working in science?  

2 Researcher: Erm… Ever since two thousand and... Ah, I'm sorry. Erm, working in science. Do you 

mean that, erm... as a professional scientist or just a PhD student? 

3 I: Just a PhD student is a scientist as well for me ((laugh)). 

4 R: I//I... From [year].  

5 I: [year]. 

6 R: So. So, all together, [more than 5] years.  

7 I: That's a long time. And what is your research about? 

8 R: Erm... my//my//Actually, my research consists of two parts. The first one is a… [some years] 

period. Erm... which, erm... focused is on... multimedia. Streaming. Distribution. Much more like 

a... the//the live streaming on the Internet. Such as p2p streaming. And after that, when I 

entered into a... normal university, I turned to a introduced, IT technologies into educational 

area. Erm... for example. As a... at this moment, I was... a//a... I was exploring the interactions 

between learning science and a... natural language processing. Okay. 

9 I: Oh, wow. Very interesting. And what is erm... What research data do you work with exactly? 

10 R: Erm, there are two data sets, which erm... is very, which are very impressive. The one data set 

which I... processed in [first period] is... uses a lot of file, when they are... when they are 

watching online TVs.  

11 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). 

12 R: Yeah. And that is [year]. Erm, at that moment erm... the... privacy law, in China is not very//is 

not very... adequate. I mean it is not a... very mature. So... I, erm... When I... When I gathered the 

permission from the ISP of the live streaming video, I can... I could access the//the... users... How 

do you say that…? The user’s online behaviour, when they are, when they were watching TVs. 

However, however, even at that time, I cannot... recognize peoples identification from their 

screen name. So, the screen names are//are all... erm anonymous to me. What I can handle is 

the random, is the random number, mapped from//from the screen names.  
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13 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). 

14 R: So, eh... This is the first impressive data set. And the second was... And the second data set is 

the MOOC. Is the//is the MOOC. Erm... Especially on the, discussion board. I mean the... forum, 

forum. Sorry. Forum. ~F, ~O, ~R, ~U, ~M. 

15 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). 

16 R: This is, the posts and the discussion transcripts. Erm... are, are... extracted erm from the 

discussion board. So that are the... I. That the way, I can know who says what.  

17 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)).  

18 R: And. But... it is in an open location. And people, all the people in the MOOCs are talking about 

the learning topics.  

19 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). 

20 R: So, I guess//so I guess the offensive or the... privacy, erm... disclosure Is very limited, where 

the dangers or danger is very rep... or the risk is very low. So…So... So, erm... Am I clear? . 

21 I: Yes, yes, yes. Totally ((laugh)). Okay. And have you already published your research data?  

22 R: Erm... I do not know... what is the research data mean. I mean, is the original data sets where 

the... the... statistics data sets?  

23 I: Yeah, th//  

24 R: Even. Then// 

25 I: Yeah, for example the research data is exactly the behaviour, like the data that you collect for 

example with the... when they were watching TV, so probably you collect data like the time, 

duration... I don't know. So, this, this would be the research data you have and the question is, if 

you have already like... if you published this data to give it to other researchers. 

26 R: Erm... No. Actually. If this is the research data, actually, I cannot publish. What I can offer is, a 

sample of the data. For example, the format. Or, or the... data description.  

27 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)).  

28 R: Erm... The original, I mean the whole data set, I cannot, erm... publish it. Although, I... I have 

them... where I keep them all the time. 

29 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). And why can't you publish this? Why not? 

30 R: Erm... First of all, I think, erm... people may//people may... I//other people may identify some 

person in the data sets. Even, even not me.  

http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3736092
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


3 

Biernacka, K. (2020). Researchers' Perspective on the Publication of Research Data: Semi-structured Interviews from China. Humboldt-

Universität zu Berlin. DOI: https://doi.org/10.18452/21330 

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.  

To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/                              

31 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). 

32 R: Erm... I, I cannot take the risk of explosion… some, eh... some data of others. Even I cannot, 

even I cannot... look into this.  

33 ((interruption)) 

34 R: Excuse me. Erm... There is a, a... arrangement of who.... There is a location, confliction. 

35 I: ((laugh)) We need like five more minutes? Maybe. 

36 R: Yes, yes. Thank you. 

37 I: Yeah?  

38 R: We//we… Maybe we can pause 5 minutes, because. Erm... some others have already reserved 

this… 

39 I: Okay.  

40 R: …this room. I... ((laugh)). 

41 I: ((laugh)) 

42 R: I//I have booked just a little bit. 

43 I: Okay. 

44 R: Sorry, sorry. 

45 I: No worries. 

46 R: Now I am leaving the... the space. 

47 I: Okay. 

48 ((break)) 

49 R: Nice for me to say, nice to meet you again.  

50 I: ((laugh)) Nice to meet you again. Nice to see you now ((laugh)). 

51 R: Yes, yes, yes. 

52 I: Okay, so you were talking, that you can//cannot publish the data, because you... you are not 

like... don't feel safe with the anonymisation. Is it your biggest concern or do you have other 

concerns… while publishing research data? 

53 R: No, I//I//I believe this is the only reason. 
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54 I: Okay. And how it is// 

55 R: Because// Excuse me. Excuse me. 

56  I: Yes. 

57 R: Mhm ((affirmative sound)), because, erm... When I look into the log files, I can see some 

re//recourse erm that erm some person, are... watching erm... offensive or... porn videos.  

58 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). 

59 R: So... If someone, erm... can, link the video address, he will see that some person in this 

platform have already see something… see something abnormal. 

60 I: Yeah ((laugh)). 

61 R: When if you… if some hackers, can trace back to the person… I mean... I mean, erm... it 

actually can use the reverse engineering, to... to... infer some//some//something or actually data 

mining something to//to//to locate the person.  

62 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)).  

63 R: The person, that this is the... erm, because this data set is, erm... is retrievable from a local 

from a local ISP. And he... 

64 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)).  

65 R: If... If someone knows, where//where or what the ISP is, he can actually at least infer the 

person, he or she comes from. 

66 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). 

67 R: Yes, yes. And then might even use on her doing hacking.  

68 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). 

69 R: Yes, so//so. At least that he can publish the report saying that someone in this city has already 

watched some abnormal video. Which can, erm... sub-cut or destroy the reputation of the city. 

So... 

70 I: Mhm((affirmative sound)). Erm. And are they//there... legal regulation, that would prevent 

from publishing research data? 

71 R: You mean in China? 

72 I: Yes.  

73 R: Erm... First of all, all the data sets for experiment is, material. Have to be... kept for, at least... 
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a period of... a period of time. I do not know how much of time it is, of the... at least... I mean, 

one year. Or//or five years. I mean, it is the erm... researchers’ responsibility to, erm... to, erm... 

how to say...? To maintain the//the integrity of the data sets. Because if you... claim that 

something from your data. So, you, at least. Erm... Erm, keeping it and do not destroy anything 

after publishing. Yes. And the... if someone... wants to redo, I mean do your experiment again, 

you needed to... you needed to, erm you need to provide the data sets to your colleague. But 

under erm strict protocol.  

74 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)).  

75 R: And the (unintelligible). Yes. 

76 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). Un// and the... Do the research data collected by you, belongs to 

you? Or... to whom belongs the research data? 

77 R: Oh, actually I do not think of the data set as belong to me. I mean I do not own the  ((laugh)) 

data sets produced by others.  

78 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)).  

79 R: Erm, but the, erm... I was the//it's more like a//it's more like a... a gatekeeper.  

80 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)).  

81 R: I mean, I do not own the data. But, I have to keep them or I have to keep their integrity. In a 

safe place. 

82 I: And who owns the data then?  

83 R: Erm... This is a good question. Erm... Maybe I have to... Maybe I have to check the... Maybe I 

have to check the law. But the... But in//in//in my currently impression, there is no such law 

explicit the... states, what the... what the data set belongs//who//who the data sets belongs to. 

Erm in my own opinion, erm the data belongs to the//the people or person who generate, 

who//who produce them. I mean the//the post in Twitter belongs to the//the account of the 

tweeter.  

84 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). 

85 R: Yes. Erm... But at least I//I can offer you the source of the law saying that erm// erm every ISP 

has to contain or keep the data sets for at least a//a sixty days. But that is only for the public 

safety or erm (unintelligible) striking activities. 

86 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)).  

87 R: It is intermediate relevant to your question but I mean not directly irrelevant.  
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88 I: It//it is relevant. It's very interesting to me to hear that. And ehm... Tell me, what information 

would you need to// to publish research data? What would you help to publish? Is there 

something?  

89 R: I think it depends on my... it depends on my researching proposal. Yes, erm... But//but erm 

some data//data I cannot access. Erm because I have to//because I have to//because I have to 

get the commission of the//of the data stakeholder ((laugh)). I mean stakeholder. Since I am a 

father of a son. I//I'll attend the//a chat group. At the same time, I was also a language 

researcher. I would like to get the erm parents talking in the chat group. However, I cannot. 

Because I do not believe everyone in the chat group can prove my application, saying that, may I 

get or even may I buy your//your//your transcripts in the chatroom. Yes. 

90 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). And do you know, if research data from your discipline is more or 

less published in other countries? 

91 R: Erm my//my current research area is, is quite//quite a narrow. So, they//they actually follow 

the same//the same standards. About the... about the data sharing or data publication. Some 

journals do not offer any, erm, do not offer any, erm do not offer any sources of the data sets.  

92 I: Mhm ((affirmative sound)). 

93 R: Erm but some journals offers the links. To the//to the//to the... yeah. Hm... If//If some 

journals, erm... publish the, or require the authors to provide them the links to their erm... data 

source… I mean not to original data. It may, makes me (unintelligible) or//or believe... their 

conclusions or//or research is more//is more true... or//or is more// more standable. Or more 

(unintelligible). Yes.  

94 I: Very Nice, this was my last question already. Thank you so much.  

95 R: Ok.  

96 I: ((laugh)) 

97 R: Thank you so much too. 
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