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Researchers' Perspective on the Publication of Research Data: 

Semi-structured Interviews from India 

Interview: os_026 

1 Interviewer: Thank you very much, that we can have this interview. And my first question is: 

How long have you been working in science already? 

2 Researcher: I am working in science for the last 32 years. 

3 I: It's a very long time. And what is your research about? 

4 R: In the begin, I started research on (unintelligible). Then I will moved on to malaria. And in 

malaria I am working in vector biology. Epidemiology. And more specifically impact of climate 

change on vector analysis. And how to develop a system for early warning of outbreaks of 

malaria.  

5 I: Wow. And what research data do you work with? What exactly, what kind of data are you 

collecting? 

6 R: Sometimes we generate data from the field and that means availability of most 

(unintelligible) vectors. We generate data on the malaria patients. Occurring in the different 

types of areas. Then we work with climate data. Means a monthly rate for (unintelligible), 

temperature. Relate to humidity. Now we are working with human climate models, also. And 

from [the] national program we sometimes get time series data. Long-time data on malaria 

incidence. Sometimes on dengue. Twenty, twenty-five years data. 

7 I: And have you already published your research data? 

8 R: Erm, I will not say data. But based on the analysis of the data we have published a lot of 

research papers. We have published hundreds. 

9 I: But not the data itself. 

10 R: The data usually we don't publish. But some data in the form of analysis or analysis research, 

this we publish. 

11 I: And why don't you publish the data itself?  

12 R: Simply I have seen this trend, that there is some journals. They encourages us to publish the 

data itself. But we have not published data as such. 

13 I: So, it was not common, in (unintelligible). 
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14 R: It is not a common practice, I will say in India. But based on the analysis, analytical visuals we 

publish. Data as such we don't publish (unintelligible). 

15 I: What would be your biggest concerns while publishing research data? Do you have any 

concerns doing it or you just never thought about it? 

16 R: Not concerns. The types of data I have described, the data generated from the field. We 

already published. We published those. The national programs data on malaria or dengue 

means the long time//long, I will say, time series data. Of twenty, thirty years. It is available 

with the national program. So, we don't create any data, that we will feed into the public 

separately. Than the research paper.  

17 I: And... When you work with patient data, you work with personal data. Right? Would it be 

possible to publish this data in India? Do you know that?  

18 R: We take article clearance before taking blood samples and we don't do publish the name of 

the persons. We did just compile the data. It does not even anything had to do with the 

persons. Just the prevalence of the disease. Yeah.  

19 I: And, does the research data that you collect belong to you?  

20 R: Yes. The data which we collected belongs to us. 

21 I: So, you could publish, if you want to. 

22 R: Yes.  

23 I: Okay. What information do you think the researchers would need, to publish more data? In 

terms of open data. 

24 R: Yes, it is a good idea. I think when data is published some other researchers, like nowadays 

(unintelligible) persons, they can analyse data in a different way. So maybe the//the outcome 

will be different from what we (unintelligible). That maybe is a good idea, if many persons 

analyse the data in different ways. That will be good.  

25 I: And what would help you to publish your data? Do you need more information or what is 

missing? So, how could we help you to... 

26 R: I don't think it is missing, actually. We should try to publish. Because sometimes they just ask 

us, whether you will share the data. Some data is I believe available on the request 

(unintelligible), some is already available as supplementary files. And if even the data is also 

published it will be helpful to other scientists.  

27 I: Definitely. And do you know if research data in you discipline is more or less published in 

other countries?  
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28 R: Hm. I have not seen much. Good most, almost of the data is generated from the field.  

29 I: Ok, thank you very much. 

30 R: Thank you. 
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