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Researchers' Perspective on the Publication of Research Data: 

Semi-structured Interviews from India 

Interview: os_027 

1 Interviewer: My first question is: How long have you been working in science already? 

2 Researcher: Yeah, I think more than 40 years.  

3 I: 40 years. 

4 R: Yes. 

5 I: That's a long time. And what is your research about? 

6 R: So, basically, erm, I work more on, erm, the pathobiology of the disease. Because I'm a 

trained erm pathologist, career wise. But then (unintelligible) I have diversified into the 

precision medicine. Particularly in the nanomedicine. And regenerative medicine area. 

And the//Recently I am more involved or focused in diagnostic point of care, devices 

development. And (unintelligible) is another area which I am now working is the 

understanding of regulatory science. Because where erm the new innovation with the 

high-end science, when they are becoming product. It needs a very different kind of 

scientific approach to understand their safety, efficiency and also impact on the 

environment. Which is not possible by the current tests which you do. By the regulatory 

bodies, which they do. So, I feel that, that is also a need of the regulatory science 

development where the scientist them self can be trained for the regulatory attributes, 

which is needed. And then develop maybe alternative test strategy and all those things. 

There, I think there is a huge issue of the computational modelling also comes. 

Particularly in environmental ecosystem. I am not at all good in that. Because I am a 

trained, erm, doctor. But I feel that this is the interface area, which is extremely 

important. And so that is my//So, the//so I also handle a little bit of the AI in medicine or 

pathology. Digital pathology is another area, which I am also working. So, my, the 

advantage is that the erm during my PhD, I worked on the neurooncology, that is the 

brain tumour area. And erm But then I developed immunopathology and renal and 

transform pathology in our institute. And then I develop the nano-medicine and 

regenerative medicine. So, I have moved into, into different domain ((laugh)) long career. 

7 I: And what research data do you work with?  

8 R: So//so basically the//the sole research I//I should, I think classify very quickly. One is 

the exploratory type. Which we just try to understand what happens. And a//area which 
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is not known much. The other is the translation type. When we do the translation 

research, we generate a lot of data into different kind of asset system. So, I//I handle both 

the cellular and molecular asset system. As well as genomic data. Now for exploratory 

maybe I am not so critical about my data analysis. I just go by statistical samples, try to 

stick to analysis. But for my translational data I am very very careful, it's for sensitivity, 

specificity, reproducibility and also the variations of my data generation. So that’s why I 

think, for me now as I am more into translational erm area of research. The data is 

becoming very very important for me. 

9 I: And can you tell me, because I don't know the area. What exactly, what kind of data it 

is? 

10 R: Yeah, so say for example we have got a lot of the cellular asset system. Where we 

study the variability of the cell. That we can do by different methods. So, we do by 

different methods. We do by, say sample entity asset. I say we do by (unintelligible). And 

then we have got area of reactive oxygens (unintelligible). Just (unintelligible) which are 

(unintelligible) based, that we get a very very good quantitative data. Some of the 

(unintelligible) which are more of a image based. They're//We get sometimes qualitative 

data. So that is an area of data we handle. In biological system, particularly in medical 

area. The data is very, very different. So, we have got a lot of image-based data. Which 

are, if it is a fully matching image sometimes we try to (unintelligible) it. But if it is not a 

fully matching image then it is obviously more of a qualitative analysis. Semi quantitative 

analysis. 

11 I: And have you published your data already? 

12 R: Yeah, I//I think I have published more than 350 articles in (unintelligible) journal in 

different areas. Ranging from my//the experimental pathology area of work, rainal, renal 

transplantation, disease associated work, nano work, regenerative medicine work. So, I 

have lot publication in the different areas. But different kind of data sets, obviously.  

13 I: But have you published the data itself as well or only like a conclusion in the article?  

14 R: Yeah, most of the articles, where erm say I am training something. Say for example, in 

my erm vaccine development using nano (unintelligible). So there critical data analysis is 

there, where//Before analyse the data, we are getting from the muc// mucosa and as 

well as from the blood. That is a good quan//quantitative data and there obviously we 

need a very good statistical analysis of that. So, these, some of these biological studies 

need very critical analysis of the data and so it is always there. In all//in all the paper the 

result section has got a very good amount of data. 

15 I: But the raw data you don't publish? 
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16 R: No, raw data, we don't publish raw data.  

17 I: Why not? 

18 R: Erm, you know the//the//In our area of research and focus in science, where working 

in the biomedical area, my peer will be more comfortable with the understanding the 

significance of the data. Rather than the just mathematical variations of the data. So.  

19 I: Okay. And would you have any//any concerns of publishing? Is there something that 

would erm stop you of publishing? Besides the thing, that you don't really see the value of 

it. 

20 R: Oh no. You know the//the//When I, I told you I do the exploratory as well as the 

translationary (unintelligible) of research. See, the way I am exploring something, the 

moment I feel attitude, have some intellectual property which can be, can be protected, 

then what I do usually. Usually I just protect that intellectual property. Right? And then 

after that, we publish. Because publication give me a very good peer validation. Of what 

kind of data, I am generating, whether it is correct or not. How much is the variation from 

the other group in the world. So, I always like to publish my data.  

21 I: And do you work with personal or sensitive data? Which is, erm 

22 R: No. You know the//the//In our system we are very very strict about the ethical issues. 

So the//We handle all of the patient-based data. So, we are extremely careful, to get all 

the ethical clearances. And when we publish the data is certainly anonymized. So//as 

such we never disclose, except for a clinical trial. There we also don't disclose any 

personal identity of the data. I have never done that.  

23 I: And would the legal regulation in India allow you to publish personal data? 

24 R: Erm, No. I think that in that case, erm the//I don't think it is allowed, because the//the 

consent will not be given. Because when I am publishing a data in that way it’s for global 

consumption. So, I think the//and I exactly don't know the current policy in India. But 

then so far as our patient-based data is concerned, we are not at all in favour of the 

identifying the person. And whom, whose data we are publishing. 

25 I: And are you the owner of the data, that you are collecting? 

26 R: Yeah. So//so basically, we get a sign of ethical clearance from the all sample provider. 

The the research we'll do and the data we'll, we'll get. That will be our own use. And 

obviously (unintelligible) only also to be used by us.  

27 I: And what information would you need, to make you publish more data in terms of 

Open Data. 
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28 R: So, we basically erm. Well, so the//As I told you, that whenever sometimes we feel like 

some of these observation, which doesn't have much intellectual property in it. But it can 

be very useful for others to learn, that this may be a good method to//to work for a 

particular problem solving. So those kind of data I would like to publish without any 

restriction or without erm any kind of reservation.  

29 I: And do you know, if in other countries the data is published more or less in your 

discipline?  

30 R: No, I think we//we//we are quite well connected to European and erm American 

ecosystem. We have got a lot of collaborative projects. So, I//Most of the Indian good 

institutions, or institutions. I think the data policies or data handling is similar to western 

countries. So, I have a feeling that, there is not much difference in that. You know, the 

attitude in handling the data. And erm and publishing the data.  

31 I: Ok. Thank you very much. 
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