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Researchers' Perspective on the Publication of Research Data: 

Semi-structured Interviews from India 

Interview: os_028 

1 Interviewer: Okay. That looks good. So, thank you very much that we can do this 

interview. And I want to start with a very easy question: How long have you been working 

in science already? 

2 Researcher: 3 years now. 

3 I: 3 years. Perfect. And what is your research about? 

4 R: Erm. We are trying to lead the major vector borne diseases in idea with climate change. 

So that includes the dengue, chikungunya and some less known diseases like 

leishmaniasis, scrub typhus, kala azar. We relate all of these to climate change and how 

the epidemiology of the disease is changing along with the bio climate. 

5 I: ((affirmative sound)) And what research data do you work with exactly?  

6 R: So, we have to sets of data. On set of data will be the... Actually, we have three sets of 

data. One set of data is the medical data based on cases. Where you have the incidences 

of disease and everything. Another set of data is the entomological data which is the 

vector-based data, where you have the occurrences of different types of vectors. What 

density and everything. And lastly, we have the climate change data. The data of 

temperature, rainfall. So, we have used both the database data as well as the data from 

the India Metrological Department. Which is an Indian organization for collecting 

metrological data. 

7 I: ((affirmative sound)). Wow, that's a lot of data ((laugh)) 

8 R: Yeah ((laugh)) 

9 I: And, have you already published your research data? 

10 R: Erm, no. We haven't published any data yet. Erm 

11 I: And why? 

12 R: Yeah. Erm One of the main reasons is//I think//One of the main reasons is if you don't 

have a culture of publishing data. It's not seen as something important and not seen as... 

researchers are not encouraged to publish the data at all. You know? So//I've been//I'm 

working on a topic. One of the main things that I am asked to do is trying to get a research 
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paper done on it. Erm but I am not encouraged to share the data. I think a bigger//a big 

problem//the reason why, they don't like to share data is that: When you put the data in 

the public domain, you are, you're putting it for much larger scrutiny. You know? And... 

That kind of... scares people into a, you know? erm, not putting the data into the public 

domain. You know. Because if any issues comes with the data later on, that can, become a 

bad mark on the researcher.  

13 I: ((affirmative sound)) Is it your biggest concern as well? 

14 R: Erm... Anything... 

15 I: Do you have any concern?  

16 R: I, it is a bit of my concern. But not that much. Because I try to, you know, validate my 

data as much as possible, when I am doing it. But this is how the perspective is seen at the 

higher up in the management, you know? Like my boss and everyone, they//they will 

generally resist from... If I even ask them to publish the data they will resist from that. 

Saying that it will be, you know, put up to a much larger scrutiny. I can make 

(unintelligible) some because, sometimes we need to send research papers to watch... 

you know, high impact factor journals and everything. Erm, so at that time the 

management is more... they were hesitant to allow us to do that. Because then the 

scrutiny will be much more stronger and it take much more time and everything. Since it's 

a time bound project. So, they just want to get done with the research as soon as 

possible.  

17 I: ((affirmative sound)). And do you work with personal or sensitive data?  

18 R: Yes, we do work with some sensitive data as well. Erm I've been//We visit make two 

visits, we have cased (unintelligible) based on the each patients information and 

everything. And that data of course we are... cannot publish online at all.  

19 I: Is there a law in India that erm doesn't allow you to publish it? Or...  

20 R: There's no specific law, but just the institutions (unintelligible) because company. They 

are//They say that, I mean, they have their guidelines which say that we are not supposed 

to publish any patient’s data. That can be used to recognize the patient. And... it can 

codify then change, so that you don't//you're not able to, you know, identify the patient. 

But that will require a lot of work and effort which no one is, frankly, willing to put in. 

21 I: To do this anonymisation process, right?  

22 R: Yeah.  

23 I: Yeah ok. And have you done an anonymisation by yourself? Already or not really? 
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24 R: Erm... I didn't... Could you repeat that please?  

25 I: Have you done anonymisation of your data? Before? 

26 R: Yes, yes. Yes, I have. Erm Actually, I recently did a study in which I did a lot of 

questionnaires and used surveys. And we took a lot of personal information from 

the//the people as well. But, yeah. We codified all of that data, erm... of the process. And 

in the research, we have presented it in a coded form. But yeah, I didn't erm put that 

data. I mean I didn't upload that data on the//in the public profile.  

27 I: ((affirmative sound)) 

28 R: Because//Because then I got into a different work and//That's how it is. You're always 

like. If I start working or trying to publish this data. I'll be asked, why am I wasting time on 

this rather than working on different part of the research.  

29 I: ((affirmative sound))  

30 R: So, it's a... yeah, a lot of time it's not seen as that important, necessary, to do.  

31 I: I see. And do the research collected by you, belongs to you?  

32 R: Yes. It does. I mean, some of the data that collect belongs to us, because we have 

regular tools and (unintelligible) two different places. But we all use a data that's a//a 

(unintelligible) public or available... So... most of the data that related to public health. 

That's the one that we generate or that's the one given to us by institutions like the 

National Vector Borne Disease program. You know. Other government institutions. And 

the data that we get for climate is generally one, that's publicly shared.  

33 I: And the data that you produce, belongs when you say to us, you mean your institution 

and, or you as a researcher? 

34 R: Erm I think it will belong to the institution, because... the project and new work 

(unintelligible) is done as part of the institution. So, it will belong to the institution. Yeah. 

35 I: ((affirmative sound)) And erm, what information would you or your colleagues need, to 

make erm the process of publication of research data easier or... Better say it what could 

you do... or what could I do ((laugh)) to make your colleagues publish more data in the 

sense of Open Data.  

36 R: Erm the one thing I think... One of the most important things is awareness, you know? 

Getting people to be motivated to publish data. Because as I said in India you don't have 

that culture. It's not seen as something that important. Erm and I think researcher need to 

realize how important it is. And how important it is, for improve future research. And, you 
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know? It's important future research... So, what I mean, (unintelligible) is what I think 

should be awareness and you know. How to make people more aware that the data is//it 

effects else (unintelligible) in the future.  

37 I: ((affirmative sound)) And do you know if research data is more or less published in 

other countries than in India? I mean in your discipline. 

38 R: Erm, if we are talking about other countries it's much more common to publish data 

there, I think. In Europe, U.S., Canada. Erm, even in China to some extent, they have 

published data. But in developing, in other developed countries I think it's a mostly the 

same situation as in India. Because, due to low economic resources and everything. 

People are not in, you know, they don't think of larger good, rather they just look at the, 

you know, own good, their own benefit.  

39 I: ((affirmative sound)) Okay. So, this was already my last question. 

40 R: Oh, ok. 

41 I: Thank you very much. 

 

https://doi.org/10.18452/21378
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

