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Researchers' Perspective on the Publication of Research Data: 

Semi-structured Interviews from Germany 

Interview: law_002 – Translation 

1 Interviewer: So, my first question is: With what kind of research data do you actually work with?  

2 Researcher: I work with process data, questionnaires, in other words qualitative data, also 

interview data. Yes and log data, that are process data in this case. As well as audio-video data, so 

multimodal data which are produced by sensors. 

3 I: Aha ((affirmative sound)). And in your field of research, are there any other relevant research 

data or rather can you say in which area of research you are overall working in?  

4 R: I don't quite understand the question now. I am active in the research field of Educational 

Technologies, so digital education. 

5 I: Right. And apart from the research data, that you yourself have mentioned, which you yourself 

work with, are there any other relevant... so are there colleagues, who work with different 

research data in this area? 

6 R: Yes. There are other colleagues, especially in psychometrics, who work a lot with assessment 

data. 

7 I: Wonderful. And did you already publish research data in your scientific career? 

8 R: Yes. We have also already done that. Once in Holland with such a Dataverse instrument and 

once with dSPACE, where the data is stored. 

9 I: Yes, and were there any difficulties or did you have any major concerns about the publication? 

10 R: Indeed there were with... Well, the discussion got bigger from the university... So we decided, 

before the university had an Open Data Policy concerning this, we published the data and gave it 

along with it, there was there with this Dataverse it was quite astonishing how complex the 

control for it is. Who has access to it, how long, when, and how many masks you have to fill out 

for it. For the dSPACE version, where you actually only create research articles, we just added it as 

a ZIP file, which was relatively easy. Yes, but what also not really gave us anything. It's also not 

like we have a reference that is used or something. 

11 I: So you don’t really see this in your field as a reference, that you have published data? 

12 R: I could imagine, that it would be exciting to publish data sets and also to be referenced through 
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these data sets. But this system does not exist yet so far. So theoretically maybe, but it is not yet 

applied in practice. 

13 I: And is your research data also personal and sensitive data? 

14 R: How do you define sensitive data? 

15 I: The very special person-related data, which are on religious affiliation, on... 

16 R: Yes. Ethnicity, disabilities and such, yes. It all appears. 

17 I: And did you also include this data with that article, for example? Or also published them in 

another publication or were they not included? 

18 R: They were definitely not included. Because there is in fact already scientific practice, that the 

data should always be only aggregated, not be traceable to the individual, and therefore they 

were anonymized data sets. 

19 I: And these could not have been published? So the anonymized data. 

20 R: Certainly yes. Anonymized data can be published. In the two examples it was anonymized data, 

but there were precisely no data that could be related back to persons anymore. 

21 I: And okay, we have now already spoken about anonymization. Is it known in your field how to 

deal exactly with person-related data? So anonymization you have already mentioned yourself. Is 

it usual in this area to carry out an anonymization, for example to publish the data? 

22 R: To perform anonymization without publishing the data you mean? 

23 I: Erm, well. To publish anonymized data. 

24 R: That is possible. Alright I will give now another example. Pisa data is also anonymized, but here 

you still have to sign an NDA... so an, oh god what's it called again... a non-disclosure agreement 

to just get access to this data. You have to apply for it. So it's possible, but it's still a sensitive 

issue. What is behind it is of course, that anonymized data will never provide full security. There 

are enough examples where anonymous data sets has been combined with others and in the end 

you could filter out individual persons through certain features. 

25 I: Is this possibly an obstacle to why so many scientists do not yet want to publish the data, 

because they are afraid, that in the end it can be still be traced back and they themselves have to 

bear the consequences for it? 

26 R: That is certainly one obstacle. And because the responsibility for this is placed on the shoulders 

of the scientists and the university does not take over this responsibility. 

27 I: Ah yes. Are there at your institute support centers, where scientists can get informed or can be 
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advised? 

28 R: Yes. We have them. 

29 I: Wonderful. And with the collected research data. Is that data, that belongs to you as a scientist 

or who else owns the data? 

30 R: This is an intriguing question. It depends on the aggregation, so according to the Data-GDPR 

the data belong to the Data Subjects first. So if they want to have the data, we must be able to 

give them the data and also be able to delete it too. This is a complication that has appeared now 

since last May. But if I have now anonymized this data, I am actually the owner of the data in the 

aggregated version. 

31 I: And which rights of use can you distribute? So assuming you have published this anonymized 

data, could you... under which license could you share it and could other scientists in fact reuse it 

or can they only view this data? Do you have any idea how this is legally regulated? 

32 R: I think I can imagine it... so in Holland at [Company] it was like that, that I could assign there 

different rights models for the data for a individual user. And with that I was basically able to give 

different rights and which rights I transferred depended on me, the person who is providing the 

data sets. It is naturally desirable in scientific practice, that the data is made fully available, so 

that one can also for example recreate experiments for a validation of the results and to expand 

them.  

33 I: Earlier you briefly talked about your experience, when you published the data also through 

dSPACE, that there was a lot to fill in. Do you feel overall, that the process of publishing research 

data is too complicated or too opaque? 

34 R: That depends very much on the system. What it needs for that is a clear... a clear guideline, 

which guides one through... so I think it was in the case of Dataverse, that was the name of this 

platform. It was very complex, even with all the documents, which you had to fill for it out as well. 

It was a very high workload. 

In dSPACE it was simply just uploading a ZIP file. That was easy, but I also think that this is not the 

practice, which is desirable. 

35 I: So such guidelines would be helpful from your point of view, to make the process easier. 

36 R: Yes, yes, exactly. This is a process that must be well documented and easy to map. That would 

be very important. 

37 I: And do you know if research data in your discipline is published in other countries or even less 

published than in Germany, so you have already also mentioned Holland. But maybe also other 

countries, whether there is an example or if there are reasons as to why there is more or fewer 
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publications than in Germany. 

38 R: That is a good question. I think that the Dutch are relatively advanced in this matter. How is it 

in other countries? In America, there are partly also these data challenges, where data sets are 

made available and one does not think so much about it, this is also the case in England. 

[anonymised]  

39 I: ((laugh)). No worries. 

40 R: Whereby it would be rather interesting to discuss, whether this is now possible or not, because 

it is important for research purposes to have access to a possibly large data set in order to gain 

certain insights. So I think that Anglo-Saxon countries are dealing with this more comfortably, but 

they also do not have this high amount of data protection and the GDPR as we have it. Therefore 

the responsibility is a smaller one and what perhaps also occurs in the European countries is a bit 

of the fear, that if such a doctoral student who works with the data set hands it over to early or 

gives access to it; Simply, he is no longer the first one to publish about certain findings and thus 

could endanger his doctoral thesis. 

41 I: And are you familiar with the FAIR principles?... For data: Findable, Accessible, Interoperable 

and Reusable. I also ask because these principles also say, so of course as open as possible, but as 

closed as necessary. That means, of course, you cannot publish all the data, but you could for 

example publish the metadata. Then the concern you have just mentioned would no longer apply, 

because the data itself is not available, but other scientists know that there is someone who is 

working in this field and perhaps holds data that would also be relevant for another research 

question. Is something like that practiced in your field? That the metadata are published? 

42 R: No, not currently. Although we are... There is a research data center right now, there is an 

association for research data generation and this is a research data center, where the third-party 

fund GESIS and ICOB join together to archive this data. And from this one can assume that in this 

area more metadata will soon be collected. In general, we already actually know this process 

from publication databases and subject information systems in the educational sector, there it is 

already being done. And this is done directly with data... or furthermore then with the data, 

that// so the data should be tagged and according to the FAIR principle, either made available or 

not made available. So I don't think it is a big practice yet, but the concepts are on the table and it 

will take another 2-5 years until it is implemented. 

41 I: Can you also think of any tools, that would be needed to actually bring these concepts into 

being, so that they are really applied? Apart from these guidelines, which are given rather as 

information, so more like tools that would be needed? 

42 R: Yes of course. So this is not like Rocket Science new, this would be metadata management 

tools. You have already said interoperability yourself. The mapping of certain things. Then you 
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could also do link data, so like openly now connect the database with each other, so that there 

are no isolated silos where the data accumulate, but are made widely available. But there is 

simply a reason, if you look up a lot regarding metadata, there are already different metadata 

standards from the education sector, I now mention IMS learning design as a prominent one, 

where millions of millions have gone in, but which in the end cannot really be traced back today. 

But these processes can be imagined to be coming back to the top with Open Data and in the 

sense of Tim Berners-Lee and Semantic Web Link Data that then they will be also used again. I 

hope then with better success than has happened with one or many other standards. 

43 I: Wonderful. Thank you very much. In fact, that was the last question I had on my list. So we 

actually finished in the 20 minutes. Many, many thanks that it worked out after all... 
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