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Researchers' Perspective on the Publication of Research Data: 

Semi-structured Interviews from Germany 

Interview: os_003 

1 Interviewer: Okay, so please tell me your name, your institution and your function at your 

institution. 

2 Researcher: Okay, so my name is [NAME]. I'm employed at the [Institution], and I'm a post doc 

here. 

3 I: Very nice. And how long have you been working in science? 

4 E: I got my PhD degree this year, but working here for one year now and started my PhD studies 

in 2015. 

5 I: Thank you very much. What research data do you work with? Can you tell us about your 

research in general? 

6 E: Mostly sequencing data since the beginning. I specialized in sequence analysis. Now I'm mostly 

working with metagenomic data, mostly micro biome research. 

7 I: Are there any other relevant research data types in your discipline that you are not working 

with, but maybe other scientists? 

8 E: Yeah, we haven even a lot of metadata, so not only sequencing data, but even data from the 

clinics, immunome data, metabolome data and all kinds of omics. 

9 I: And have you already published your research data? 

10 E: Which ones? Yes, for sure. I published data. 

11 E: Erm... I published from my PhD. We published animal data, that was viromics, more or less. So 

sequence data from [an animal]. Long read and short read sequencing data, as well as 

metagenomics data. 

12 I: And was it like a stand-alone publication of data or was it more like enhanced to a paper, to an 

article? 

13 E: No, it was enhanced to an article. So no stand-alone data without the story behind. 

14 I: And what were your biggest concerns when publishing research data? Did you have any? 

15 E: Yes for sure. I mean it's... working now here with human data there is some data protection 
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issues. Depends on whether you're filtering sequences which kind of... you need to ensure that 

the data are anonymised and if for example you have metagenomics data from the micro biome, 

but they are even gut cells in it you could in theory identify the subject behind it. So there are 

some issues... Even technical issues... So concerns are: You need to think about where to publish 

your data. Actually sometimes it's very hard, especially with all the formalities in the metadata 

you need to upload and hand in to really make data available for public. 

16 I: So you work with personal and sensitive data and I've already heard that you know how to work 

with it. Do you feel fit with it or do you feel like you need more information how to deal with this 

kind of data? 

17 E: The setup here is quite good. We have a specialist for data protection. She even is reachable if 

one has any questions. We have special clusters with data protection... certificates and stuff like 

that, such that in theory you should know where to put which data and how to handle them. 

18 I: Nice. And, erm... do the research data collected here belong to you? 

19 E: No. 

20 I: No? To whom does it belong...? 

21 E: Erm. To... depends... it somehow depends. I mean there are a lot of different projects we are 

working on and it depends. It's definitely not belongs to me, it belongs to the [Institution] or 

whoever is in charge of the project. 

22 I: Is there a policy how to publish the data here at the [Institution] or do you have to ask every 

time you want to publish your research data, which license you can give? 

23 E: As far as I know, not. There is no policy. I mean, for sure, it belongs to the [Institution], but for 

some journals or for most of the journals you need to make data available anyways, so it's clear 

where the data comes from and who paid for the experiments in the end and then it's fine. 

24 I: Do you feel that the process of publishing research data is too complicated or too opaque? You 

already said a little bit about it. 

25 E: Yes, definitely. 

26 I: And what information would you need to make the process easier? Is there something that 

would help you as a researcher to publish your data? 

27 E: Erm. I published mostly data in a short read archive from NCBI and the process of... the 

submission process is not very handy somehow, even the uploads and sometimes then it even 

depends on firewalls or special software to upload. There is not// now there is a FTP service 

where you can just upload data, but the overall process plus the submission of the metadata, 
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which needs to be there very detailed, which is a pro on the one hand for example if you access 

data and you see what has been done, but it's not very standardized, such that it's a con even 

given all that information and all that data would not help you further in any ways. 

28 I: And when you publish your research data, what kind of license did you give it, to the data? Do 

you remember? 

29 E: No. I can look it up, but... 

30 I: Okay. And in general, do you know how to license data or was it a part of the people here at the 

[Institution] that helps you with the legal questions? 

31 E: Here I haven't uploaded data yet. It was with my former job, so at my PhD, so// and I// as far as 

I remember we gave a pretty... loose license, so it was, I guess, free to use for academics, but not 

for companies. 

32 I: Okay, ah-huh ((affirmative sound)). And do you think that research data in your discipline is 

more or less published in other countries than here in Germany? 

33 E: Can you repeat it? 

34 I: Do you think that research data from your discipline is more or less published in other countries 

than in Germany? Like, I don't know, for example in Brazil they publish more research data in 

your discipline. 

35 E: Erm. I wouldn't think so. It's always a matter of fair data sharing and third party funding for 

every project in every country. I guess that's pretty similar, there aren't so many countries I'm 

aware of where you're not dependent on third party funding in any ways. Erm, so... I'm not aware 

that there are cultural differences or differences within countries. 

36 I: And have you ever reused data? Have you ever searched for data that already exists to use for 

your research? 

37 E: Definitely. Yes. 

38 I: Can you tell me a little bit about it? How you did it, how you... Where you were looking for... 

39 E: Erm, well. Very very old project for example. I was searching for a mouse’s genes in a 

parthenogenetic fish, such that you need to first create a database of mouse’s genes from other 

sources to have some reference, where you can work with then. Nearly in every project there is 

some, erm... sources from outside which you can use as reference or whatever. Or think about 

the NCBI GenBank, which you use for... to search for contamination and stuff like that. These are 

all outer resources. 

 40 I: And how do you work with your research data in your all-day working life? Do you have 
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something like a data management plan? Is there something... maybe not like a policy in your 

working group, but like... rules how you work with research data or does everybody work how he 

or she wants to? 

41 E: Erm... we have no internal policies. I care about the data I'm handling and that's more or less it. 

42 I: Perfect. Thank you very much. 
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