
Augustus immortalis. Aktuelle Forschungen 
zum Princeps im interdisziplinären Diskurs, 
Beiträge des interdisziplinären Symposions 
an der Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, 
25.–27. Oktober 2019

Herausgegeben von 

Jessica Bartz – Martin Müller – Rolf Frank Sporleder



Jessica Bartz – Martin Müller – Rolf Frank Sporleder 

Augustus immortalis. 





Augustus immortalis. 

Aktuelle Forschungen zum Princeps im interdisziplinären Diskurs, 

Beiträge des interdisziplinären Symposions an der Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, 

25.–27. Oktober 2019

Herausgegeben von 

Jessica Bartz – Martin Müller – Rolf Frank Sporleder

Berlin 2020



Augustus immortalis. Aktuelle Forschungen zum Princeps im interdisziplinären  
Diskurs, Beiträge des interdisziplinären Symposions an der Humboldt-Universität  
zu Berlin, 25.–27. Oktober 2019 (Berlin 2020)

Herausgegeben von Jessica Bartz – Martin Müller – Rolf Frank Sporleder

Das Symposion wurde gefördert durch das Dekanat der Kultur-, Sozial- und Bildungs-
wissenschaftlichen Fakultät der Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, das August-Boeckh-
Antikezentrum und den Verein der „Freunde und Förderer der Abguss-Sammlung e.V.“ 
und der Abguss-Sammlung Antiker Plastik der Freien Universität Berlin. Die Finanzie-
rung des Drucks übernahm das August-Boeckh-Antikezentrum, wofür wir uns herzlich  
bedanken möchten.

Bild auf dem Cover: Neuzeitliche Bronzekopie des Augustus von Prima Porta, Rom, 
Via dei Fori Imperiali, Foto © Alexander Z. <https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Rome_Statue_of_Augustus.jpg> (30.10.2020)

Für das Einholen der Bildrechte im Band zeichnen sich die jeweiligen Autor*innen 
verantwortlich.

© 2020 
veröffentlicht via edoc-Server -
Open-Access-Publikationsserver der Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin

DOI: 10.18452/22206 (https://doi.org/10.18452/22206)

Layout und Satz: Jessica Bartz
Druck: www.wir-machen-druck.de

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons by-nc-nd 4.0 Germany Licence.  
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

https://www.antikezentrum.hu-berlin.de/de
https://www.antikezentrum.hu-berlin.de/de
http://abguss-sammlung-berlin.de/foerderverein/
https://www.antikezentrum.hu-berlin.de/de
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


Grußwort                                                                                                                                            1

Einleitung                                                                                                                                           3
Jessica Bartz – Martin Müller – Rolf Frank Sporleder

Abschnitt A: Rom unter Augustus. Eine Stadt gehört dem Princeps

Eine Stadt als Bühne der Selbstinszenierung. Augustus‘ (im)mobile                                          13
Bespielung Roms
Jessica Bartz

Augustus, the Aqua Augusta, and Water Politics in Early Imperial Campania & Irpinia             23
Max Peers

Abschnitt B: Augustus und die Provinzen des Imperium Romanum

Die Rezeption der stadtrömischen Monumente des Augustus im Imperium Romanum          31
Vibeke Goldbeck

Augustus und Kyzikos. Weichenstellung für eine neue Ära                                                          45
David Hack

Augustus and the Introduction of the Epigraphic Habit to Pannonia                                          63
Josip Parat

Mechanismen der Macht. Augustus und die Initiatoren des Kaiserkultes in den                       71
Poleis der Provinz Asia
Burkhard Emme

Abschnitt C: Darstellung und Selbstdarstellung

„Irasci me tibi scito“. Augustus und sein Verhältnis zu Horaz im Spiegel                                    81
der Fragmente seiner Privatkorrespondenz
Henning Ohst

Die (Bild-)Semantik von Jubiläumsvota. Eine numismatische Ursprungssuche                         89
in augusteischer Zeit
Julia Sophia Hanelt

Inhaltsverzeichnis



Augustus und seine Könige. Zur Rolle des Princeps auf Münzen sogenannter                          97
Klientelherrscher der frühen Kaiserzeit
Torsten Bendschus

Ite et Romanae consulite historiae! – Das Partherbild bei Horaz, Properz und Ovid                   107
Justine Diemke

„Probantur quam maxime mellei coloris” (Plin. nat. 36, 12, 61). Der kulturelle                           113
Transformationsprozess von Alabastergefäßen in augusteischer Zeit
Simone Mulattieri

Abschnitt D: Augustus‘ Pantheon

Augusteische Mythen – private Staatsreliefs? Eine kritische Analyse mythologischer               121
Szenen auf Kleinkunst
Rolf Frank Sporleder

Augustus und Apollon. Notizen zu den Hintergründen einer ‚göttlichen‘ Beziehung              131
Jens Fischer

Virtutes Augusti immortalis. Das Augustusforum und der augusteische Tugendkanon             139
Caroline Kreutzer

Die augusteische Epoche als Phase der Transformation: Fortuna Redux und die                     147
numismatische Appropriation von Personifikationen in der Herrschaftsrepräsentation
Annegret Klünker



23

The Aqua Augusta, also known as the Serino Aqueduct or the fons Augusteis, ran from springs 

in the Appenine Mountains through to Misenum on the Bay of Naples, serving many other  

major population centres on the way (Fig. 1). Research on this monumental piece of infrastructure,  

however, has focused almost entirely on its impact on Campania. This paper demonstrates that, 

in discussing water management projects in the Roman Empire, equal attention must be given 

to all potentially affected environmental regions, and the projects must be contextualized within 

their contemporary environmental politics and epistemologies.

The Aqua Augusta was almost certainly constructed under the newly crowned emperor  

Augustus, probably relatively early in his reign. An inscription naming a curator Aquae Augustae 

dates to 10 CE and serves as a conclusive terminus ante quem for the construction1. The aqueduct,  

once functioning, both served to supply water to the imperial fleet at Misenum and also acted 

as an imperial benefaction to the many cities on the bay of Naples. The Aqua Augusta reportedly 

also delivered water to Nola, Acerrae, Atella, Neapolis, Puteoli, Cumae, and Baiae. It also may 

have served Pompeii and several villas along the coast2. The sheer scale and labour involved in 

the Aqua Augusta signal the importance Augustus placed on Campania. 

Much work has been done on evaluating the capacity of the springs feeding the aqueduct and 

the amount the aqueduct could have brought to the individual cities in the Bay of Naples. Two 

main springs fed the Aqua Augusta, the Acquaro and Pelosi springs, as well as a third minor 

spring, the Acquarello. The three springs combine for a mean rate of flow of approximately 

34,500 – 121,000 m3/day3. The exact amount of daily discharge varies according to the season 

and is also directly dependent on the yearly rainfall amounts. Even with the massive amounts 

of water that the Aqua Augusta was bringing into Campania, it could not have fully supplied the 

1 Camodeca 1997, 192.
2 Keenan-Jones 2010.
3 Fiorillo – Esposito 2006; Fiorillo et al. 2007; Keenan-Jones 2014, 243.
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many towns to which it was connected. A constitution dating to 399 CE describes strict penalties 

for the private use of water from the Aqua Augusta, in an apparent attempt to preserve the flow 

for public structures or imperial use4.

While the Aqua Augusta has recently been the focus of a number of articles, the discussion has 

almost completely revolved around the impact that the aqueduct had on the Bay of Naples region5. 

This new infrastructure would have reshaped the commercial and residential levels possible for the 

region, and imperial presence in the area, especially under the Julio-Claudians, and further under-

scored the region’s special status. Numerous inscriptions dating to the imperial period mention 

the position of curator Aquae Augustae and the importance holding it had for the leading families of 

the region6. The importance of Campania and the positive influence that the Aqua Augusta had for 

the Bay of Naples are clear and already researched. But what effects, positive or negative, did the 

rerouting of water from the river basin in the Appenine Mountains have for the population there?

4 Cod. Theod. 15.2.8.
5 Keenan-Jones 2010; Keenan-Jones 2014; De Paula et al. 2016; Libertini et al. 2017; Filocamo et al. 2018; Lorenz et al. 2018; etc.
6 CIL 10, 3713; CIL 10, 1805; Sgobbo 1938; D’Arms 1975; Keenan-Jones 2010, 7–14.

Fig. 1 Path of the Aqua Augusta (yellow) through the Bay of Naples region, along with relevant cities and roads. 
Black lines delineate watersheds within the region
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None of the towns supplied by the Aqua Augusta lay in the Sabato river basin, a tertiary tributary 

of the Volturno river and the natural watershed of the three springs feeding the aqueduct (Fig. 1).  

The continuous transfer of water from one watershed into another obviously could have had 

dire consequences for the original source. The three springs feeding the aqueduct, the Acquaro, 

Pelosi, and Acquarello, are by far the largest sources for the Sabato river. Even more than 20 

kilometers downstream, the two main springs account for a combined 50 percent of the overall 

river flow. Because of the lag between the spring’s flow cycle and seasonal rainfall patterns, the 

springs would have been especially important for the river’s health. Today, the modern diversion 

of the springs to the Bay of Naples often causes the river to run dry in the summer, and Duncan 

Keenan-Jones has hypothesized that such a severe reduction in flow would have had drastic  

consequences for the ecosystem of the Sabato river basin7.  

But all of this is hypothetical reasoning based on flow amounts and the assumption that the 

springs were being entirely diverted into the Bay of Naples plain. While this sort of reasoning is 

important in a discussion of how the infrastructure would have changed dynamics in the larger 

region of south-central Italy, it must be followed by a study of the archaeological data for the 

affected regions, which has been hitherto lacking in scholarship on the subject. 

The largest city within the Sabato River basin was Beneventum, located at the confluence of the 

Sabato and Calore Irpina rivers. Under both the second Triumvirate and Augustus, two waves of 

veterans were settled within the lands of the city, and further colonies were established in the ter-

ritory under Nero and Septimius Severus8. Beneventum therefore was as prosperous during and 

after the reign of Augustus and the construction of the Aqua Augusta, if not more so. However, 

this could still be dismissed from an argument on the lack of effects of the Aqua Augusta due to 

Beneventum’s distance from the springs in question and its location along a second major body 

of water, the Calore Irpina.

While Beneventum was the largest city in the Sabato Basin, the ancient city of Abellinum (mod-

ern Avellino) lay further up the Sabato river basin in the Apennine Mountains, closer to the 

springs, and may have been proportionally more affected. Inscriptions and termini indicate both 

7 Keenan-Jones 2014, 244–245.
8 Liber Coloniarum 1, 231–232; Isayev 2013.
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Gracchan and Sullan period settlement of veterans and the centuriation of nearby land9. During 

the Republican Period, baths, a basilica, lavish domus, and an amphitheater helped to create 

the image of a wealthy city, and under Augustus, archaeological evidence indicates that the city 

continued to flourish thanks to further economic and social development and an influx of new 

people and business, a trend that continued into the Severan period10. 

What should be striking is that the histories of Beneventum and Abellinum are not of cities 

suddenly starved of water and falling into decline beginning with the reign of Augustus and the 

construction of the Aqua Augusta. Under Augustus, new colonies were settled at Beneventum 

and Abellinum, in addition to those created in the preceding century, further supported by the 

remnants of land centuriation associated with influx of veterans and colonists. The situation 

must therefore be re-evaluated as to how water was regulated and moved within the regions of 

Irpinia and Campania. We know that the Aqua Augusta had been constructed, and that it was 

capable of moving the entire volume of water from the springs at the mouth of the Sabato river, 

but this seems not to have been the case. While Beneventum most likely lay far enough down 

river to be affected either way by the Aqua Augusta, Abellinum relied entirely on the Sabato river 

and the Acquaro and Pelosi Springs, so some tangible effect should be detectable. 

Withdrawing from the specific archaeological evidence of the Bay of Naples and the Sabato 

Basin, it is important to contextualize the issue within larger trends in water politics at the time 

of Augustus. While shortages and surfeits of water were problems throughout Mediterranean  

history, the Romans are particularly famous for their infrastructural undertakings to remedy 

droughts and flooding. In Rome, the 45 years of Augustus’ rule saw a dramatic increase in flood-

ing events on the Tiber, with eight floods recorded between 30 BCE and 15 CE, compared to 14 

each in the 500 years before and after Augustus’ reign11. In an attempt to mitigate the level of 

the floods and the associated damages, Tiberius, shortly after coming to power, established a 

committee to oversee the problem. 

Although the exact plan is not laid out in full, it seems to have revolved around diverting the lakes 

and rivers upstream of Rome whose waters were contributing to the floods. The rivers in question 

9 Isayev 2013, 17–19; Libertini et al. 2014.
10 Pescatori Colucci 1996.
11 Aldrete 2007, 241–247.
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included, but may not have been limited to, the Clanis, the Arno, the Nar, as well as Lake Velinus, 

affecting an area not only the size of the Tiber river basin but also stretching into Tuscany.

By Tacitus’ account, it was not only the engineers of Rome, but also the communities upriver of 

Rome on the Tiber who understood the implications of the project. Accordingly, delegates from 

the potentially affected communities went to Rome to plead their case against the project. In 

each of the arguments of the Florentines, the Interamnates, and the Reatines, the case is made 

that damming or diverting their rivers would bring a surfeit of water to their cities and lands, even 

while the amount might be lessened in Rome. However, it was not solely the physical changes 

in the water system that were used as an argument against the damming and diversion of Tiber 

tributaries. Tacitus also reports that the Reatines argued that diverting the natural course of the 

rivers would counter nature’s intentions, negatively affect certain sacred groves, and deprive the 

Tiber of its majesty12.  

While the proposed measures were never carried out, it is not clear whether this was due to infra-

structural problems or the successful pleas of affected communities. It does however highlight 

the acute awareness of all sides to the potential problems large-scale water management plans 

would have on different regions and the clashes that took place because of divergent interests. 

The arguments of the affected communities also demonstrate the complex epistemologies of 

nature and religion through which infrastructure projects had to navigate. 

While literary sources are largely silent on the Aqua Augusta, one can imagine similar debates 

taking place over the diversion of water from the Sabato Basin to the Bay of Naples. Augustus 

clearly wished to bestow imperial patronage and resources on the communities in the Bay of 

Naples, but Beneventum and its region were also not devoid of imperial benefaction. The con-

tinued success of Abellinum and Beneventum point to the fact that the Aqua Augusta did not 

deprive the basin of all its water. Remains of a sluice gate found in the Roman constructions at 

the aqueducts starting point at the springs indicates that the amount of water taken by the Aqua 

Augusta could have been varied13. Until now, scholars have taken this as evidence that the flow 

of the aqueduct could have been varied seasonally as water levels changed, but not that a signif-

icant portion of the water would have been left to flow naturally into the Sabato basin. 

12 Tac. ann. 1, 79.
13 Keenan-Jones 2014, 245; Lettieri 1560, 399.
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In light of the continued success of colonies in that region, it is perhaps time to rethink the role 

that the Aqua Augusta had for both the Sabato Basin and the Bay of Naples and the perceived 

imbalance in imperial patronage in the two regions. While the importance that the cities on the 

Bay had in the Imperial Period is undeniable, Augustus and his staff would have been aware of 

the effects that the construction of such a massive aqueduct would have had on the commu-

nities traditionally fed from the springs. Other contemporary clashes over water management 

strategies show the considerations taken by the emperor to ensure that communities were not 

too adversely affected. 

In studying such an important structure as the Aqua Augusta, equal attention should be paid to 

the areas from which water was taken, not simply where the water was brought. These interpreta-

tions are not conclusive, however, and an environmental analysis of the Sabato river basin using 

either stable isotope analysis of plant remains from archaeological contexts or coring of the Sa-

bato riverbed to look at changes in sedimentation levels might give more precise evidence of the 

environmental impact of Aqua Augusta in Abellinum and the Sabato river basin. Nevertheless, 

while studies on Roman engineering and water management projects has a long and detailed 

history, and environmental archaeology a slightly shorter one, attention must also be paid to the 

epistemological frameworks in which such works were constructed and existed. I have argued 

here that the interpretation of the environmental impact of the Aqua Augusta changes drastically 

when viewed within the context larger issues of water politics during the reign of Augustus. In 

this interpretation, all parties have a deeper understanding from the outset of probable impacts 

of new infrastructure. This new understanding ought to temper claims for the possibly drastic 

environmental changes for which other scholars argue.

Max Peers

Brown University

max_peers@brown.edu

https://rs.cms.hu-berlin.de/augustus_immortalis/?r=1&k=a50ca2cd6c
Audioaufnahme des Beitrages 

https://rs.cms.hu-berlin.de/augustus_immortalis/?r=1&k=a50ca2cd6c


29

The Aqua Augusta and Water Politics in Early Imperial Italy

Bibliography

Aldrete 2007
G. S. Aldrete, Floods of the Tiber in Ancient Rome (Baltimore 2007)

Camodeca 1997
G. Camodeca, Una ignorata galleria d’eta augustea fra Lucrinum e Baiae e la piu antica inscrizione di un curator 
aquae augustae (10 d.C.), Annali di archeologia e storia antica 4, 1997, 191–199

D’Arms 1975
J. H. D’Arms, Tacitus, Annals 13.48 and a New Inscription from Puteoli, in: B. Levick (ed.), The Ancient Historian 
and His Materials: Essays in Honour of C. E. Stevens on His Seventieth Birthday (Farnborough 1975) 155–165

Filocamo et al. 2018
F. Filocamo – J. Carlut – H. Dessales – P. Burckel – S. Borensztajn, Roman Builders Facing the Risk of Disaster: 
Coupling Archaeological and Geochemical Analyses on a Section of the ‘Aqua Augusta’ (The Roman Serino Aque-
duct, Southern Italy), Archaeometry 60, 2018, 915–932

Fiorillo – Esposito 2006
F. Fiorillo – L. Esposito, The Serino Spring Discharge: Analyses of an Ultra-Centenarian Hydrological Series, 
Southern Italy, in: BALWOIS Conference on Water Observation and Information System for Decision Support 
(Ohrid 2006)

Fiorillo et al. 2007
F. Fiorillo – L. Esposito – F. M. Guadagno, Analyses and Forecast of Water Resources in an Ultra-Centenarian 
Spring Discharge Series from Serino (Southern Italy), Journal of Hydrology 336, 2007, 125–138

Isayev 2013
E. Isayev, Italian Perspectives from Hirpinia in the Period of Gracchan Land Reforms and the Social War,  
BICS Suppl. 120, 2013, 11–34

Keenan-Jones 2010
D. C. Keenan-Jones, The Aqua Augusta and Control of Water Resources in the Bay of Naples, in: N. O’Sullivan 
(ed.), ASCS 31 [2010] Proceedings <www.classics.uwa.edu.au/ascs31> (15.03.2020)

Keenan-Jones 2014
D. C. Keenan-Jones, Large-Scale Water Management Projects in Roman Central-Southern Italy, in: W. V. Harris 
(ed.), Ancient Mediterranean Environment (Leiden 2014) 233–258

Lettieri 1560
P. Lettieri, Discorso dottissimo del Magnifico Ms. Pierro Antonio de’ Lecthiero cittadino, et Tabulario Napolita-
no circa l’anticha pianta, et ampliatione della Città di Nap. et del’itinerario del acqua che anticamente flueva, et 
dentro, et fora la pred. Città per aquedocti mirabili quale secondo per più raggioni ne dimostra, era il Sebbetho 
celebrato dagli antichi auttori, in: Lorenzo Giustiniani (ed.), Dizionario geografico-ragionato del Regno di Napoli 
6 (Naples 1560) 382–411

Libertini et al. 2014
G. Libertini – B. Miccio – N. Leone – G. De Feo, The Augustan Aqueduct in the Context of Road System and Urban-
ization of the Served Territory in Southern Italy, in: I. K. Kalavrouziotis – A. N. Angelakis (eds.), Proceedings of the 
IWA Regional Symposium on Water, Wastewater and Environment: Traditions and Culture (Patras 2014) 461–476

Libertini et al. 2017
G. Libertini – B. Miccio – N. Leone – G. De Feo, The Augustan Aqueduct of Capua and Its Historical Evolution, 
Water Science and Technology, Water Supply 17, 2017, 1653–1662

Lorenze et al. 2018
W. Lorenze – G. Libertini – B. Miccio – N. Leone – G. De Feo, Prominent Features of the Augustan Aqueduct  
in the Naples Bay Area, Water Science and Technology, Water Supply 18, 2018, 1968–1975

McCormick et al. 2013
M. McCormick – G. Huang – G. Zambotti – J. Lavash, Roman Road Network (version 2008), DARMC Scholarly 
Data Series, Data Contribution Series #2013–5. DARMC, Center for Geographic Analysis, Harvard University, 
Cambridge MA 02138

Pescatori Colucci 1996
G. Pescatori Colucci, Abellinum Romana I, in: G. Pescatori Colucci (ed.), Storia illustrata di Avellino e dell’Irpinia: 
L ‘Irpinia antica (Avellino 1996) 97–112

Sgobbo 1938
I. Sgobbo, L’acquedotto romano della Campania: “Fontis Augustei Aquaeductus” NSc 14, 1938, 75–97

Tarquini et al. 2007
S. Tarquini – I. Isola – M. Favalli – A. Battistini, TINITALY, a digital elevation model of Italy with a 10 m-cell size 
(Version 1.0) [Data set]. Istituto Nazionale di Geofisica e Vulcanologia (INGV)

http://www.classics.uwa.edu.au/ascs31


30

Peers

List of Illustrations

Fig. 1 Author‘s Figure; Road data provided by McCormick et al. 2013; DEM provided by Tarquini et al. 2007)


	Cover_web
	Titelei_final
	Inhaltsverzeichnis

