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It is with great pleasure that I present to you the Research 
Report of Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin for the years 
2019 and 2020!

The two reporting years were both special in their own 
way. In 2019, we made history when we, Humboldt-Uni-
versität, together with our partners at Freie Universität 
Berlin, Technische Universität Berlin, and Charité – 
Universitätsmedizin Berlin, celebrated one of our greatest 
successes to date: As the Berlin University Alliance, we 
began to develop Berlin into an integrated research area. 
Funding for the Excellence Alliance began on 1 November 
2019, while the seven Berlin Clusters of Excellence already 
started on 1 January 2019.

In 2020, we were suddenly faced with a global pandem-
ic due to the spread of a novel coronavirus. Remember: 
It was the year of missing hospital beds, contact bans, 
closed day care centres, and homeschooling. Hum-
boldt-Universität was in “emergency presence mode”: the 
vast majority of staff and researchers worked from home, 
team meetings, and academic conferences were held 
online, laboratories, libraries and archives were closed 
or only accessible to a very limited extent. With creativity 
and commitment, we jointly mastered the challenges of 
this new normal academia. In the light of these circum-
stances, it is therefore extremely encouraging that our 
third-party funding expenditure in 2020 (110 million 
euros) has only fallen by 8 % as compared to 2019 (see 
also page 79). We would like to extend our gratitude to 
all funders and donors who have been extremely flexible 
with project extensions and funding! By the way, at the 
Berlin University Alliance, we immediately launched a 
special call to fund consortia that collected and evaluated 
important data during this “pandemic window of oppor-
tunity” (see also page 59).

What you are looking at is the first research report based 
on a new concept. In the new format, we will in the 
future report every two years in close cooperation with 
the faculties and departments on the research activities of 
Humboldt-Universität, each time with a different focus. 
We envision less of a classic report and more of a research 
magazine that may soon appear exclusively in digital form. 

The aim is to inform, inspire, and offer the general public 
a showcase of the excellent research at Humboldt-Univer-
sität!

In this issue, we take my visits to the departments in 2022 
as an opportunity to focus on the level of the departments,
mono-faculties, and central institutes. To this end, we have 
developed short “profiles” of each department and faculty
to give you a broad insight into the structures of Hum-
boldt-Universität. In addition, the report features a 
selection of representative projects that were started or 
extended in 2019 and 2020 and which, taken as a whole, 
represent the outstanding research achievements of our 
academics.

The above circumstances and many other things have 
meant that the previous report for the years 2012 to 2018 
(https://doi.org/10.18452/23873), which was already late, 
could not be submitted until the end of 2021. Now, almost 
exactly one year later, we are submitting the report for 
2019 and 2020. Next year, we will finally have caught up 
with our backlog and will then be able to report to you on 
research at Humboldt-Universität in 2021 and 2022.

My sincere thanks go to all the academics at Hum-
boldt-Universität for their consistent and excellent 
research, to the institutions and individuals who support 
university research structurally, organisationally, and 
financially, this year explicitly to the heads of department 
and the deputy deans for research for their support with 
the profiles, and finally to the staff of the Research Service 
Centre who, under the direction of Dr. Katrin Salomo and 
in the team of Dr. Philipp Barbaric compiled the data for 
this report, coordinated the texts, and finally ensured a 
new, appealing layout.

Dear readers, I hope you enjoy reading, browsing, and 
discovering,

Yours,

Christoph Schneider

Christoph Schneider,  
Vice President for Research

„FOR ME, EXCELLENT 
RESEARCH IS 
CHARACTERISED BY THE 
FACT THAT IT RAISES 
QUESTIONS THAT PUSH 
US TO THE LIMITS OF OUR 
PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE. IT 
IS A PLEASURE TO SEE SO 
MANY BRIGHT MINDS AT 
HUMBOLDT-UNIVERSITÄT 
RESEARCHING ORIGINAL 
AND GROUNDBREAKING 
QUESTIONS AND WORKING 
TO PUSH THE BOUNDARIES 
OF KNOWLEDGE, COGNITION, 
AND THEORY EVER FURTHER. 
AT THESE FRONTIERS, A NEW 
FIELD OF KNOWLEDGE AND 
INNOVATION IS CONSTANTLY 
EMERGING, BORN OUT OF 
SCHOLARLY CURIOSITY.“

Dear Readers,
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This report is based on data from the Research 
Information System of Humboldt-Universität 
zu Berlin (HU-FIS). The illustration visualises 

part of this data basis (see also cover design).
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HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Nicola Pinna

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department is divided into the 
traditional areas of organic chemistry, 
inorganic chemistry, physical and the-
oretical chemistry. Analytical chemis-
try and a professorship for chemistry 
didactics represent further areas. By 
means of joint professorial appoint-
ments and “S”-professorships, the 
Department is linked to non-univer-
sity institutes such as the Helmholtz 
Centre Berlin (HZB), the Leibniz Re-
search Institute for Molecular Phar-
macology (FMP) and the Federal 
Institute for Materials Research and 
Testing (BAM). It is linked to the De-
partment of Physics by means of a 
joint bridge professorship. 

WEBSITE
chemie.hu-berlin.de/en/ 
forschung-en/
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DEPARTMENT PROFILES

DEPARTMENTS

In 2019/2020, the Faculty was able to achieve im-
portant successes in the direction of an ever closer 
interlinking of the departments with each other 
and with the non-university research institutions at 
the Adlershof location. The Collaborative Research 
Centre 951 “Hybrid Inorganic-Organic Systems 
for Optoelectronic Applications” (spokesperson: 
Norbert Koch), positioned at the interface between 
physics and chemistry, started its third funding 
period. Important bridges between physics and 
mathematics were built by the appointment of 
Prof. Gaëtan Borot (Mathematical Physics) and the 
approval of the Research Training Group 2575 “Re-
thinking Quantum Field Theory” (spokesperson: 
Jan Plefka). This axis was also strengthened by the 

establishment of the Bachelor’s degree programme 
“Computer Science-Mathematics-Physics”, which is 
unique in Germany and has become extraordinarily 
popular. The launch of the Collaborative Research 
Centre 1404 “Foundations of Workflows for Large-
Scale Scientific Data Analysis” (spokesperson: Ulf 
Leser), which unites researchers from computer 
science, geography and physics, was another im-
portant success. Finally, the IRIS research building, 
which was completed in 2020, is of outstanding 
importance for the location and the faculty. It will 
enable numerous new collaborations, for example 
with the Helmholtz Centre Berlin (HZB), the Fed-
eral Institute for Materials Research and Testing 
(BAM) or the Institute for Crystal Growth (IKZ).

1 Department of Chemistry

2  Department of Geography

3  Department of Computer Science

4  Department of Mathematics

5  Department of Physics5
Faculty of Mathematics 
and Natural Sciences

Department of Chemistry

Research highlights 2019-2020
Three patent-based spin-offs from 2019 represent a whole series of ground-
breaking research results and inventions from the Department of Chemistry. 
The Tubulis GmbH company (co-founder: Prof. Dr. C. Hackenberger) produc-
es agent-conjugated antibodies and already raised 10 million euros in its first 
round of financing. The Xolo GmbH company (co-founder: Prof. Dr. S. Hecht), 
was able to produce a volumetric 3D printer for the first time worldwide, with 
the aim of revolutionising the future technology of 3D printing. The Depart-
ment’s catalysis research manifested itself in the founding of Berlin Catalysts 
GmbH (mentor: Prof. Dr. N. Pinna).

Main research topics
The Department’s research groups are arranged around two thematic pillars: 
the life sciences pillar (focus: chemical biology, bioanalytics, enzyme catalysis) 
and the material sciences pillar (focus: new functional materials, optical sys-
tems, catalysts, batteries). In 2019, the Cluster of Excellence “Unifying Systems 
in Catalysis” was extended with particularly strong participation of the Depart-
ment of Chemistry (7 working groups). The two key professorships in physical 
chemistry were reoccupied with the appointment of Prof. Dr. Julya Stähler and 
Prof. Dr. Philipp Adelhelm.

Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

385T€13.7

6

4

2

0

6.56.5 6.56.5 5.25.2
6.06.0

5.35.3

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Arias, S., Amini, S., Horsch, J., (…), Fery, A., & Börner, H. G.* (2020). Toward 
Artificial Mussel–Glue Proteins: Differentiating Sequence Modules for Ad-
hesion and Switchable Cohesion. Angewandte Chemie International Edition, 
59(42), 18495–18499.

2 Kass, D., Corona, T., Warm, K., (…), Hildebrandt, P., & Ray, K.* (2020). 
Stoichiometric Formation of an Oxoiron(IV) Complex by a Soluble Methane 
Monooxygenase Type Activation of O2 at an Iron(II)-Cyclam Center. Journal 
of the American Chemical Society, 142(13), 5924–5928.

3 Lokare, K. S., Braun-Cula, B., Limberg, C., (…), Leach, S., Baldauf, C., 
Goikoetxea, I., & Sauer, J.* (2019). Structure and Reactivity of Al−O(H)−Al 
Moieties in Siloxide Frameworks: Solution and Gas-Phase Model Studies. 
Angewandte Chemie International Edition, 58(3), 902–906.

4 Regehly, M., Garmshausen, Y., Reuter, M., (…), Israel, E., Kelly, D. P., Chou, 
C.-Y., Koch, K., Asfari, B., & Hecht, S.* (2020). Xolography for Linear Volu-
metric 3D Printing. Nature, 588(7839), 620–624.

5 Yadav, A., Iost, R. M., (…), Baylan, S., Schmid, T., & Balasubramanian, K.* 
(2019). Selective Electrochemical Functionalization of the Graphene Edge. 
Chemical Science, 10(3), 936–942.

6 Živanović, V., Seifert, S., Drescher, D., Schrade, P., Werner, S., Guttmann, P., 
Szekeres, G. P., Bachmann, S., Schneider, G., Arenz, C., & Kneipp, J.* (2019). 
Optical Nanosensing of Lipid Accumulation due to Enzyme Inhibition in Live 
Cells. ACS Nano, 13(8), 9363–9375.
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Department of Geography Department of  
Computer Science

Research highlights 2019-2020
In 2019/2020, the Department made significant contributions to research on 
urbanisation, change in land use, climate change and nature conservation, 
among other things, which is also reflected in the high number and quality 
of publications. New third-party funded projects were launched during this 
period concerning agricultural land markets, sustainable land use, forest fires, 
diversity and ageing in cities, nature-based solutions in cities, urban climate in 
transition, water security from a global perspective, all of which are funded by 
the European Union, the Federal Ministry of Education and Research, the Ger-
man Research Foundation and the Volkswagen Foundation, among others. The 
Department has been significantly involved in a number of scientific networks, 
such as Future Earth (various networks), Geo.X. or the Landsat Science Team. 
In particular, the Department has also been active at the interface of science 
and policy transfer, for example within the framework of the IPCC and the 
IPBES.

Main research topics

The Department has a diverse research portfolio, but focuses primarily on 
research into the interactions between people and the environment in the con-
text of global change. In particular, this includes research on climate change, 
change in land use and food security, global health, biosphere transformation 
and biodiversity loss, urbanisation, and issues of equity in the context of envi-
ronmental and social sustainability. Researchers at the Department regularly 
contribute to public debates and decision-making processes, for example on 
topics such as the gentrification and transformation of cities, extinction of glob-
al species and climate change.

Research highlights 2019-2020
 Start of the Collaborative Research Centre 1404 “FONDA – Foundations of 
Workflows for Large-Scale Scientific Data Analysis” (spokesperson: Ulf 
Leser). The CRC is supported by nine professorships of the Department as 
well as other professorships of the Faculty of Mathematics and Natural 
Sciences, the Charité, Freie Universität Berlin, Technische Universität 
Berlin, the Max-Delbrück-Zentrum and the Hasso-Plattner-Institut. 
 Sandra Schulz (postdoc at the Chair of Computer Science Education | 
Computer Science and Society) was appointed GI Junior Fellow.
 Alan Akbik (W1 Professor of Machine Learning) and Christoph Berkholz 
(postdoc at the Chair of Theoretical Computer Science) have acquired Emmy 
Noether Junior Research Groups.

Main research topics

The Department of Computer Science is primarily dedicated to three key 
research areas, each of which comprises several research groups: “Data and 
Knowledge Engineering” (fundamentals, design and application of algorithms 
and tools for processing large, volatile and possibly unstructured data sets), 
“Algorithms and Structures” (research into fundamental principles underlying 
the efficient solvability of problems) and “Model-Based System Development” 
(methods and tools for modelling, developing and analysing large-scale com-
puter science systems).

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Christoph Schneider,  
Prof. Dr. Tobia Lakes,  
Prof. Dr. Tobias Kümmerle

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
In 2019-2020, the Department of 
Geography was home to eleven 
professorships, two Junior research 
groups and eight “S”-professorships 
that serve as bridges to non-univer-
sity research institutions. This made 
the Department of Geography one of 
the largest departments of its kind in 
Germany. The Department of Geog-
raphy is particularly distinguished 
by the fact that it covers the entire 
spectrum of geography, from human 
geography to integrative geography 
to physical geography as well as the 
didactics of geography. 

WEBSITE
geographie.hu-berlin.de/en/ 
portraet-en

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Ulf Leser,  
Prof. Dr. Nicole Schweikardt

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department is supported by elev-
en structural professorships, three 
Junior professorships (one of which 
is tenure-track) and five “S”-profes-
sorships, which cover a wide range 
of topics: theoretical, practical and 
technical foundations of computer 
science, its applications in the natural 
and technical sciences, medicine and 
economics, as well as the didactics of 
computer science and the impact of 
computer science on society. It runs 
the Computer Science Monobache-
lor‘s and Monomaster‘s degree pro-
grammes as well as Bachelor‘s and 
Master‘s degree programmes with 
relevance to teaching and is involved 
in several interdisciplinary degree 
programmes. 

WEBSITE
informatik.hu-berlin.de/en/ 
standardseite-en
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Faculty of Mathematics and Natural SciencesFaculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

410T€11.5

6

4

2

0

3.83.8 3.93.9 3.93.9 4,04,0
4.74.7

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

267T€11.6

3

2

1

0

1.71.7

2.42.4
3.33.3 3.53.5

3.03.0

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Arvind, V., Fuhlbrück, F., Köbler, J., & Verbitsky, O. (2020). On Weisfeiler-Le-
man Invariance: Subgraph Counts and Related Graph Properties. Journal of 
Computer and System Sciences, 113, 42–59.

2 Halder, K., Akbik, A., Krapac, J., & Vollgraf, R. (2020). Task-Aware Rep-
resentation of Sentences for Generic Text Classification. Proceedings of the 
28th International Conference on Computational Linguistics, 3202–3213.

3 Kratsch, S., & Wahlström, M. (2020). Representative Sets and Irrelevant 
Vertices: New Tools for Kernelization. Journal of the ACM, 67(3), 1–50.

4 Polyvyanyy, A., Solti, A., Weidlich, M., Ciccio, C. D., & Mendling, J. (2020). 
Monotone Precision and Recall Measures for Comparing Executions and 
Specifications of Dynamic Systems. ACM Transactions on Software Engineer-
ing and Methodology, 29(3), 1–41.

5 Priemer, B., Eilerts, K., Filler, A., Pinkwart, N., Rösken-Winter, B., Tiemann, 
R., & Zu Belzen, A. U. (2020). A Framework to Foster Problem-Solving in 
STEM and Computing Education. Research in Science & Technological Educa-
tion, 38(1), 105–130.

6 Schäfer, P., & Leser, U. (2020). TEASER: Early and Accurate Time Series Clas-
sification. Data Mining and Knowledge Discovery, 34(5), 1336–1362.

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Andersson, E., Haase, D., Scheuer, S., & Wellmann, T. (2020). Neighbourhood 
Character Affects the Spatial Extent and Magnitude of the Functional Footprint 
of Urban Green Infrastructure. Landscape Ecology, 35(7), 1605–1618.

2 Asante, L. A., & Helbrecht, I. (2020). Conceptualising Marketplaces in Anglo-
phone West Africa: A Sexpartite Framework. GeoJournal, 85(1), 221–236.

3 Kehoe, L., Reis, T., Virah-Sawmy, M., Balmford, A., Kuemmerle, T., & 604 
signatories. (2019). Make EU Trade with Brazil Sustainable. Science, 364(6438), 
341–341.

4 Nielsen, J. Ø., de Bremond, A., Roy Chowdhury, R., Friis, C., Metternicht, G., 
Meyfroidt, P., Munroe, D., Pascual, U., & Thomson, A. (2019). Toward a Nor-
mative Land Systems Science. Current Opinion in Environmental Sustainability, 
38, 1–6.

5 Perino, A., Pereira, H. M., Navarro, L. M., Fernández, N., Bullock, J. M., 
Ceaușu, S., Cortés-Avizanda, A., van Klink, R., Kuemmerle, T., Lomba, A., Pe’er, 
G., Plieninger, T., Rey Benayas, J. M., Sandom, C. J., Svenning, J.-C., & Wheeler, 
H. C. (2019). Rewilding Complex Ecosystems. Science, 364(6438), eaav5570.

6 Pflugmacher, D., Rabe, A., Peters, M., & Hostert, P. (2019). Mapping Pan-Euro-
pean Land Cover Using Landsat Spectral-Temporal Metrics and the European 
LUCAS Survey. Remote Sensing of Environment, 221, 583–595.
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Department of Mathematics

Research highlights 2019-2020
 The Cluster of Excellence MATH+ was launched in 2019.
 ERC Advanced Grant “SYZYGY” for Gavril Farkas (2020–2025).
 Collaborations in or coordination of large collaborative projects such as 
CRC-Transregio 154 (“Mathematical Modelling, Simulation and Optimiza-
tion Using the Example of Gas Networks”), CRC-Transregio 190 (“Ration-
ality and Competition”), Priority Programme 1962 (“Simulation and 
Optimisation of Non-Smooth and Distributed Parameter Systems”), FOR 
2402 (“Rough Paths, Stochastic Partial Differential Equations and Related 
Topics”), Berlin-Oxford IRTG 2544 (“Stochastic Analysis in Interaction”), 
Berlin-Xiamen IRTG 1792 (“High Dimensional Non Stationary Time 
Series”), EJD STIMULATE (“Simulation in Multiscale Problems in 
Physical and Biological Systems”).

Main research topics

 Basic research in algebra and geometry: This area includes the research 
groups of Algebraic and Arithmetic Geometry (Klingler, Farkas, Kramer, 
Groß-Klönne), Differential Geometry (Mohnke, Schüth, Wendl, Walpuski) 
and Mathematical Physics (Staudacher, Borot).
 Applied Mathematics with the research focus on Mathematical Statistics 
(Reiß, Spokoiny), continuous and nonsmooth Optimisation with partial 
differential equations (Hintermüller, Hante, Walther) as well as Applied 
Analysis and Numerical Approximation of partial differential equations with 
and without constraints (Mielke, Zwicknagl, Carstensen, Tischendorf)
 Mathematics and its Didactics (Kramer, Filler, Wilke-Berenguer)

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Caren Tischendorf

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department of Mathematics has 
a total of twenty-two professorships 
and four Junior professorships. It 
is very closely connected to other 
departments of the Humboldt-Uni-
versität, especially to the Depart-
ment of Physics. Within Berlin, the 
Department is very well networked, 
for example through the Cluster of Ex-
cellence MATH+ (joint coordination 
with Freie Universität Berlin and Tech-
nische Universität Berlin) and the 
Berlin Mathematical School (BMS). 
International cooperation takes place 
within the framework of joint projects 
such as the European Joint Doctor-
al Programme (EJD) STIMULATE 
(“Simulation in Multiscale Problems 
in Physical and Biological Systems”). 

WEBSITE
mathematik.hu-berlin.de/en/ 
front-page-ende/front-page
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Department of Physics

Research highlights 2019-2020
Highlights from research in 2019 and 2020 include the approval of a third 
funding period of the CRC 951 “Hybrid Inorganic/Organic Systems (HIOS) 
for Opto-Electronics”, the approval of the Leibniz Science Campus “Growth 
and Fundamentals of Oxides” (GraFOx II), the approval for the RTG 2575 
“Rethinking Quantum Field Theory” and the realisation of new methods for 
the generation and certification of quantum states of light. Through the use of 
a “Quantenkoffer” quantum physics science kit to generate single photons, the 
latter topic was also brought to public schools. In 2020, the first laboratories 
in the IRIS research building with large-scale research equipment installed in 
them were ready for use by working groups of the Department.

Main research topics

With nineteen full professorships, three bridge professorships in other fields of 
the natural sciences and nineteen honorary and “S”-professorships, which en-
sure an intensive exchange with non-university research institutes in the Berlin 
area and especially at the Adlershof location, the spectrum of topics researched 
at the Department of Physics is very broad. It ranges from research into the 
most fundamental questions of our understanding of nature – the structure 
of time and space, and matter and the forces of nature – to the targeted use of 
quantum phenomena based on photons, individual atoms or atoms in crystal-
line solids, and the design and production of novel hybrid inorganic-organic 
material systems for optoelectronic applications, to the description of complex 
systems such as the climate, social networks or pandemics. Both theoretical 
and experimental methods are used at each of these levels.

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Kurt Busch,  
Prof. Christoph Koch, PhD

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
•  Research fields: Particles – Fields – 

Universe, Light-Matter Interaction, 
and Novel Materials/Complex Sys-
tems, Mathematical Physics, and 
Physics Education. 

•  19 professorships + 3 bridge pro-
fessorships to Mathematics and 
Chemistry + 3 associate professor-
ships + 15 “S”-professorships + 4 
honorary professorships.

•  Approx. 350 people are employed 
at the Department, two-thirds of 
whom are financed by third-party 
funds.

•  Approx. 60 people successfully 
complete their doctorate in one 
of the above-mentioned research 
fields each year.

•  Over 400 students enrol in one of 
the degree programmes at the De-
partment of Physics each year.

WEBSITE
physik.hu-berlin.de/en/standardseite
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Faculty of Mathematics and Natural SciencesFaculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

605T€21.8

15

10

5

0

10.410.4 11.311.3
10.210.2 10.810.8
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Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

103T€17.5
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1

0

3.43.4

1.71.7
2.12.1

1.71.7 1.81.8

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Aad, G. [ATLAS] (2020). Combined Measurements of Higgs Boson Production 
and Decay Using up to 80 fb−1 of Proton-Proton Collision Data at s1/2 = 13 TeV 
Collected with the ATLAS Experiment. Physical Review D, 101(1), 012002.

2 Baumann, F., Lorenz-Spreen, P., Sokolov, I. M., & Starnini, M. (2020). Mode-
ling Echo Chambers and Polarization Dynamics in Social Networks. Physical 
Review Letters, 124(4), 048301.

3 Draxl, C., & Scheffler, M. (2019). The NOMAD Laboratory: From Data Sharing 
to Artificial Intelligence. Journal of Physics: Materials, 2(3), 036001.

4 Kockert, M., Kojda, D., Mitdank, R., Mogilatenko, A., Wang, Z., Ruhhammer, J., 
Kroener, M., Woias, P., & Fischer, S. F. (2019). Nanometrology: Absolute See-
beck Coefficient of Individual Silver Nanowires. Scientific Reports, 9(1), 20265.

5 Mogull, G., Plefka, J., & Steinhoff, J. (2021). Classical Black Hole Scatter-
ing from a Worldline Quantum Field Theory. Journal of High Energy Physics, 
2021(2), 48.

6 Tschernig, K., Müller, C., Smoor, M., Kroh, T., Wolters, J., Benson, O., Busch, 
K., & Perez-Leija, A. (2021). Direct Observation of the Particle Exchange Phase 
of Photons. Nature Photonics, 15(9), 671–675.

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Aprodu, M., Farkas, G.*, Papadima, Ş., Raicu, C., & Weyman, J. (2019). 
Koszul Modules and Green’s Conjecture. Inventiones Mathematicae, 218(3), 
657–720.

2 Bakker, B., Klingler, B.*, & Tsimerman, J. (2020). Tame Topology of Arith-
metic Quotients and Algebraicity of Hodge Loci. Journal of the American 
Mathematical Society, 33(4), 917–939.

3 Borot, G.*, & Garcia-Failde, E. (2020). Simple Maps, Hurwitz Numbers, 
and Topological Recursion. Communications in Mathematical Physics, 380(2), 
581–654.

4 Griewank, A., & Walther, A.* (2019). Finite Convergence of an Active Signa-
ture Method to Local Minima of Piecewise Linear Functions. Optimization 
Methods and Software, 34(5), 1035–1055.

5 Hanke, M., März, R., & Tischendorf, C.* (2018). Least-Squares Collocation 
for Higher-Index Linear Differential-Algebraic Equations: Estimating the 
Instability Threshold. Mathematics of Computation, 88(318), 1647–1683.

6 Reiß, M.*, & Wahl, M. (2020). Nonasymptotic Upper Bounds for the Recon-
struction Error of PCA. The Annals of Statistics, 48(2), 1098–1123.
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Albrecht Daniel Thaer 
Institute of Agricultural 
and Horticultural Sciences

Research highlights 2019-2020
In 2019, three research consortia funded by the Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research (BMBF) as part of the “Agricultural Systems of the Future” programme 
were launched at the Thaer Institute: “CUBES Circle”, which is coordinated at 
the Thaer Institute, develops modular recirculating systems for the production 
of plants, fish and insects; “GreenGrass” is testing innovations for grazing on 
species-rich grassland; “Food4Future” is developing scenarios for the food of 
the future. Two larger projects on the bioeconomy as social change were also 
launched in 2019: the “Biomaterialities” junior research group and “PolDerBio – 
Policy Designs for Resilient Bioeconomies.”

Main research topics
Research at the Thaer Institute is conducted under the guiding principle of 
“sustainable food production in a social context”. It is divided into four central 
research areas: 1) Sustainable food production: resource-conserving and cli-
mate-friendly agricultural and horticultural production systems; 2) Protection 
and use of resources and biodiversity in agricultural systems; 3) Transfor-
mation of agricultural and food systems; 4) One Health: integrated health of 
humans, animals, plants and ecosystems.

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Uwe Schmidt, 
Prof. Dr. Peter H. Feindt

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Thaer Institute comprises sixteen 
divisions spread across the areas of 
crop sciences, animal sciences and 
agricultural economics and govern-
ance. They are supported by five joint 
facilities: the Animal Science, Plant 
Science and Horticulture Teaching 
and Research Stations, as well as 
the Common Laboratory of Analysis 
and the Molecular Biological Centre. 
There is intensive cooperation with 
non-university research institutions 
in the subject area in the Berlin/
Brandenburg region via nine “S”-pro-
fessorships. 

WEBSITE
agrar.hu-berlin.de/en/start_oben-en
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Research in the Faculty is characterised by interdis-
ciplinary topics. The One Health approach repre-
sents a joint consideration of human, animal and 
environmental health and their interfaces. Research 
is conducted on agriculture, food and nutrition 
security, the biochemical and molecular basis of in-
fection models and neurological processes, but also 
on biological, experiential and behavioural environ-
mental factors that determine mental health. The 
second focus area, Life in Transformation, studies 
sustainable and resilient food systems, among 
other things, which go hand in hand with a change 
in resource-related behavioural patterns, business 

models and value chains, as well as societal reg-
ulation. The transformations of living conditions 
have far-reaching consequences for mental health. 
Research components of this interface also include 
theoretical methods and modelling, which also 
connect the molecular, cellular and entity-based re-
search levels. From the perspective of neuroscience, 
the description of human and animal behaviour 
and its explanation as a function of the nervous 
system, both from the perspective of psychology 
and biology, is crucial here. The focus on spatial and 
quantitative life sciences provides the framework for 
a corresponding Interdisciplinary Centre.

1 Albrecht Daniel Thaer Institute of  
Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences

2  Department of Biology

3  Department of Psychology3
Faculty of Life Sciences

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

393T€16.6

6

4

2

0

4.94.9
5.65.6 5.35.3

6.26.2 6.56.5

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Croonenbroeck, C., Odening, M., & Hüttel, S. (2019). Farmland Values 
and Bidder Behaviour in First-Price Land Auctions. European Review of 
Agricultural Economics, 47(2), 558–590.

2 Dittrich, M., Mueller, H. M., Bauer, H., Peirats-Llobet, M., Rodriguez, P. L., 
Geilfus, C.-M., et al. (2019). The Role of Arabidopsis ABA Receptors from 
the PYR/PYL/RCAR Family in Stomatal Acclimation and Closure Signal 
Integration. Nature Plants, 5(9), 1002–1011.

3 Grethe, H. et al. (2020). Politik für eine nachhaltigere Ernährung: Eine 
integrierte Ernährungspolitik entwickeln und faire Ernährungsbedingungen 
gestalten. Berichte über Landwirtschaft – Zeitschrift für Agrarpolitik und 
Landwirtschaft, Sonderheft 230, August 2020. 

4 Meuwissen, M. P. M., Feindt, P. H., et al. (2019). A Framework to Assess the 
Resilience of Farming Systems. Agricultural Systems, 176, 102656.

5 Ntinas, G. K., Dannehl, D., Schuch, I., Rocksch, T., & Schmidt, U. (2020). 
Sustainable Greenhouse Production with Minimised Carbon Footprint by 
Energy Export. Biosystems Engineering, 189, 164–178.

6 Korkuć, P., Arends, D., & Brockmann, G. A. (2019). Finding the Optimal 
Imputation Strategy for Small Cattle Populations. Frontiers in Genetics, 10, 52.
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Department of Biology Department of Psychology

Research highlights 2019-2020
 2019 Topping-out ceremony House 20 Campus North
 2019 Rumford Prize and Warren Alpert Foundation Prize for  
Peter Hegemann
 2019 (Re)launch of the Clusters of Excellence Matters of Activity, MATH+, 
NeuroCure, Science of Intelligence and UniSysCat
 2019 ERC Consolidator Grants – Susanne Schreiber and Marc Erhardt
 2020 ERC Synergy Grants – Michael Brecht and Peter Hegemann
 2020 Approval of 2nd funding period of CRC-TRR 175 “The Green Hub” 
(project leader: Christian Schmitz-Linneweber)
 2020 Shaw Prize for Peter Hegemann
 2020 Nobel Prize for Emmanuelle Charpentier  
(Honorary Professor at the IfB)

Research highlights 2019-2020
 Successful application for an ERC Consolidator Grant “How Visual Action 
Shapes Active Vision (VIS-A-VIS)” (Prof. Rolfs)
 Planning of the German Centre for Mental Health (DZPG) at the Ber-
lin-Brandenburg site (Prof. Dziobek & Prof. Lüken)
 Application for DFG Research Unit “Towards Precision Psychotherapy for 
Non-respondent Patients: From Signatures to Predictions to Clinical Utility” 
(FOR 5187; Prof. Lüken)
 BUA Exploration Project on Social Cohesion (Prof. Specht, Prof. Hess, Prof. 
Gerstorf together with colleagues from HU Berlin, FU Berlin and TU Berlin
 Development of the eligibility test for Bachelor Psychology funded by the 
state of Berlin (Prof. Ziegler)

Main research topics

The Department of Biology is one of the liveliest and most interactive life science 
departments in Europe. Our broad research spectrum, ranging from molecular 
bioscience, structural and systems biology to biodiversity, addresses questions at 
experimental and computational levels. Numerous third-party funded collabora-
tions and training networks enliven the research fields of neuroscience, quanti-
tative biology, biophysics with optogenetics and infection biology. Tenure-track 
professorships reinforce our focus areas “Neurobiology” and “Biodiversity and 
Evolution”. A cooperation agreement with Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin 
paves the way for the research building “Optobiology” in planning.

Main research topics

Since its foundation, the Department of Psychology has followed the tradition 
of an empirically operating natural science. The overriding goal is a better 
understanding of human experience and behaviour. Along the three research 
areas, research into the bio- and neuroscientific foundations, the acquisition 
of knowledge for the prevention, diagnosis and therapy of diseases, and the 
research and design of healthy working and living conditions throughout the 
entire lifespan of humans form three thematic foci. 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Edda Klipp

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
A total of twenty-four professors work 
at the Department of Biology (IfB) in 
the fields of Neurobiology, Biophys-
ics, Theoretical and Computational 
Biology, Infection Biology, Quantita-
tive Biology in Space and Time, Bio-
diversity and Evolution, and Biology 
and Education, including one junior 
professorship, thirteen “S”-profes-
sorships, three associate professor-
ships and three honorary professor-
ships. One professorship at the IfB 
received an average of €1.7 million in 
third-party funding in the period from 
2018 to 2020. Four junior research 
group leaders, 653 PhD students, 
246 research assistants and 1820 stu-
dents (as of winter semester 2020) 
complete the picture. 

WEBSITE
biologie.hu-berlin.de/de

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Abdel Rahman,  
Prof. Dr. Matthias Ziegler

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department’s core consists of 16 
professorships in the three research 
areas of Clinical Psychology and 
Psychotherapy, Cognitive Neuropsy-
chology and Human Developmental 
Dynamics: Individuals, Groups & 
Organisations. Two Einstein Strategic 
Professorships, two Emmy Noether 
Junior Research Groups and five Hon-
orary Professorships are based at the 
Department. They exemplify the out-
standing national and international 
attractiveness of the Department. Psy-
chology is one of the most sought-after 
degree programmes at the university. 
Approximately 1,200 students are en-
rolled in one Bachelor of Science and 
five Master of Science programmes. 
The department operates several 
equipment-intensive laboratories and 
a university outpatient clinic. 

WEBSITE
psychology.hu-berlin.de/en/ 
portal-page
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Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

229T€11.3
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Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)
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THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR
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DEPARTMENT PROFILES

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Freudenstein, J.-P., Strauch, C., Mussel, P., & Ziegler, M. (2019). Four Person-
ality Types May be Neither Robust nor Exhaustive. Nature Human Behaviour, 
3(10), 1045–1046.

2 Guthier, C., Dormann, C., & Voelkle, M. C. (2020). Reciprocal Effects 
Between Job Stressors and Burnout: A Continuous time Meta-Analysis of 
Longitudinal Studies. Psychological Bulletin, 146(12), 1146–1173.

3 Lupyan, G., Abdel Rahman, R., Boroditsky, L., & Clark, A. (2020). Effects of 
Language on Visual Perception. Trends in Cognitive Sciences, 24(11), 930–944.

4 Montag, C., Ebstein, R. P., Jawinski, P., & Markett, S. (2020). Molecular 
Genetics in Psychology and Personality Neuroscience: On Candidate Genes, 
Genome Wide Scans, and New Research Strategies. Neuroscience & Bi-
obehavioral Reviews, 118, 163–174.

5 Seeger, F., Yang, Y., Straube, B., Kircher, T., Höfler, M., Wittchen, H.-U., 
Ströhle, A., Wittmann, A., Gerlach, A. L., Pfleiderer, B., Arolt, V., Hamm, A., 
Lang, T., Alpers, G. W., Fydrich, T., & Lueken, U. (2019). Clinical and Neuro-
functional Substrates of Cognitive Behavioral Therapy on Secondary Social 
Anxiety Disorder in Primary Panic Disorder: A Longitudinal fMRI Study. 
Psychotherapy and Psychosomatics, 88(1), 48–51.

6 Yang, Y., Lueken, U., Richter, J., Hamm, A., Wittmann, A., Konrad, C., Ströhle, 
A., Pfleiderer, B., Herrmann, M. J., Lang, T., Lotze, M., Deckert, J., Arolt, V., 
Wittchen, H.-U., Straube, B., & Kircher, T. (2020). Effect of CBT on Biased Se-
mantic Network in Panic Disorder: A Multicenter fMRI Study Using Seman-
tic Priming. American Journal of Psychiatry, 177(3), 254–264.

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Broser, M., Spreen, A., Konold, P. E., Peter, E., Adam, S., Borin, V., Schapiro, I., 
Seifert, R., Kennis, J. T. M., Bernal Sierra, Y. A., & Hegemann, P.* (2020). NeoR, 
a Near-Infrared Absorbing Rhodopsin. Nature Communications, 11(1), 5682.

2 Doron, G., Shin, J. N., Takahashi, N., Drüke, M., Bocklisch, C., Skenderi, S., de 
Mont, L., Toumazou, M., Ledderose, J., Brecht, M.*, Naud, R., & Larkum, M. 
E.* (2020). Perirhinal Input to Neocortical Layer 1 Controls Learning. Science, 
370(6523), eaaz3136.

3 Maier, B. F., & Brockmann, D.* (2020). Effective Containment Explains Sub-
exponential Growth in Recent Confirmed COVID-19 Cases in China. Science, 
368(6492), 742–746.

4 Nyakatura, J. A.*, Melo, K., Horvat, T., Karakasiliotis, K., Allen, V. R., Andikfar, 
A., Andrada, E., Arnold, P., Lauströer, J., Hutchinson, J. R., Fischer, M. S., & 
Ijspeert, A. J. (2019). Reverse-Engineering the Locomotion of a Stem Amniote. 
Nature, 565(7739), 351–355.

5 Reinhold, A. S., Sanguinetti-Scheck, J. I., Hartmann, K., & Brecht, M.* (2019). 
Behavioral and Neural Correlates of Hide-and-Seek in Rats. Science, 365(6458), 
1180–1183.

6 Santiveri, M., Roa-Eguiara, A., Kühne, C., Wadhwa, N., Hu, H., Berg, H. C., 
Erhardt, M.*, & Taylor, N. M. I. (2020). Structure and Function of Stator Units 
of the Bacterial Flagellar Motor. Cell, 183(1), 244-257.e16.
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Research highlights 2019-2020
 Digitisation: increased use of digital knowledge generation and transfer  
(e. g. new 3D project on the Athenian Agora), establishment of the 3D Lab
 Field research projects in Egypt (Ramses City, Valley of Kings), Italy (Capo di 
Sorrento, Ostia, Pietragalla, Selinunte), Jordan (Petra), Sudan Musawwarat 
as-Sufra’), Cyprus
 Register research: start of the subproject “Register Knowledge in Ancient 
Egypt” within the framework of the CRC 1412 “Registers”, which was 
launched in 2020
 Conference: Berliner Arbeitskreis Junge Ägyptologie
 Exhibitions: Provenance research – research into the origin of the original 
collection of the Winkelmann Institute, exhibition on this topic; exhibition 
in Selinunte “Vivere l’Agora”

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Silvia Kutscher

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department of Archaeology 
is made up of two disciplines that 
conduct research on the ancient cul-
tures of the Mediterranean region 
and North-East Africa: Archaeology 
and Cultural History of North-East 
Africa (AKNOA) and Classical Ar-
chaeology (Winckelmann Institute). 
The Department is made up of five 
professorships: two professorships 
in Archaeology and Cultural History 
of Northeast Africa, two professor-
ships in Classical Archaeology and 
one professorship in Theory and His-
tory of Multimodal Communication. 
The department is in charge of two 
university collections. 

WEBSITE
archaeologie.hu-berlin.de/de

humboldt-universität zu berlin  23

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

22 RESEARCH REPORT 2019-2020

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

DEPARTMENTS

The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 
(KSBF) is the largest and most heterogeneous 
faculty at Humboldt-Universität. Its spectrum 
of subjects ranges from the humanities, such as 
cultural history or art and visual history, to more 
socially oriented areas, such as social and educa-
tional sciences and the regionally oriented Asian 
and African studies, to rehabilitation and sports 
sciences, which work directly on and with people. 
This range of different subject areas in the KSBF 
results in an equally wide variety of research ques-
tions, which are approached with a wide range of 
research methods. Thus, the researchers at the 
faculty are scientifically active in both quantitative 
and qualitative research paradigms. In view of the 

disciplinary heterogeneity of the KSBF, the neces-
sity of honing the scientific profile has remained 
since its founding and is currently the focus of 
attention. In recent years, three focal points have 
emerged that are to be networked even more 
strongly within the faculty: Digital Humanities/
Science Studies, Migration/Integration/Inclusion, 
and Diversity and Heterogeneity Research in its 
entire breadth: gender research, non-European 
cultures, religion, resistance, violence, racism, etc. 
The academic profile of the KSBF is underpinned 
by numerous international collaborations in 
bilateral and multilateral research projects within 
the framework of the strategic partnerships of 
Humboldt-Universität.

1 Department of Archaeology

2  Department of Asian and African Studies

3  Department of Education Studies

4  Department of Cultural History and Theory

5  Department of Art and Visual History

6 Department of Musicology  
and Media Studies

7  Department of Rehabilitation Sciences

8  Department of Social Sciences

9 Department of Sport Science

10 Center for Transdisciplinary  
Gender Studies

10

Faculty of Humanities 
and Social Sciences

Department of Archaeology

Main research topics

Research at this department focuses on (field) archaeology, object and image 
studies on the one hand, and semiotic and linguistic issues on the other. Focal 
points include: research on settlements and cities, sanctuaries, tombs and 
landscapes (in Egypt, Greece, Italy, Jordan, Sudan, Cyprus) as well as on phe-
nomena of image-based representation and communication; the development 
of language and writing as well as the formation and development of registers 
in the course of multimodal communication; history of collections. A special 
focus lies upon the Digital Humanities.

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

98T€5

1

0

0.270.27
0.440.44

0.620.62 0.550.55 0.480.48

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Georgakopoulos, T., Lincke, E.-S., Nikiforidou, K., & Piata, A. (2020). On the 
Polysemy of Motion Verbs in Ancient Greek and Coptic: Why Lexical Construc-
tions are Important. Studies in Language, 44(1), 27–69.

2 Henning, A. (2019). Monte Croccia e Monte Torretta. Nuovi dati e una nuova 
lettura sui siti d’altura lucani e le loro cinte murarie. In O. de Cazanove & A. Du-
plouy (Eds.), La Lucanie entre deux mers: Archéologie et patrimoine: Actes du Collo-
que international, Paris, 5-7 novembre 2015 (pp. 285–296). Centre Jean Bérard.

3 Kassung, C., & Muth, S. (2019). Plausibilisieren: (Re-)Konstruktion als Exper-
iment. Sehen und Hören in antiker Architektur. In S. Marguin, H. Rabe, W. 
Schäffner, & F. Schmidgall (Eds.), Experimentieren: Einblicke in Praktiken und Ver-
suchsaufbauten zwischen Wissenschaft und Gestaltung (pp. 189–204). transcript.

4 Kutscher, S. (2020). Multimodale graphische Kommunikation im pharaon-
ischen Ägypten: Entwurf einer Analysemethode. Lingua Aegyptia –- Journal of 
Egyptian Language Studies, 28, 81–116.

5 Schmid, S., & Huguenot, C. (2020). Max Ohnefalsch-Richter’s Contribution to 
the Study of Cypriot Built Chamber Tombs – the Case of Idalion. In M. Christid-
is, A. Hermary, G. Koiner, & A. Ulbrich (Eds.), Classical Cyprus: Proceedings of the 
Conference University of Graz, 21–23 September 2017 (pp. 65–93). Holzhausen.

6 Verbovsek, A. (2020). “Do Not Cast an Eye on Another One’s Goods …!”: 
Aspects of Envy, Jealousy and Greed in Ancient Egypt. In S.-W. Hsu & J. Llop 
Raduà (Eds.), The Expression of Emotions in Ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia (pp. 
169–197). Brill.
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Department of Asian  
and African Studies

Department of  
Education Studies

Research highlights 2019-2020
 Innovation: The IAAW has designed a research-oriented Master’s degree 
programme in Asian/African Studies based on New Area Studies.
 Cutting-edge research: with the launch of the ERC project “Domestication of 
‘Hindu’ Asceticism and the Religious Making of South and Southeast Asia” 
(ERC Synergy Grant), the IAAW was able to win another international 
collaborative project.
 Awards: Research by members of the IAAW was awarded the Thomas A. 
Herz Prize for Qualitative Social Research and the “Albie” Award (Interna-
tional Prize for Best Work on Global Political Economy).

Main research topics

“New Area Studies” are the Department’s trademark, within which regions are 
understood as open and dynamic configurations along a scale of local-region-
al-transregional-global. This concept is implemented by means of research 
projects on topics such as migration, multilingualism, Islam, gender and social 
justice. These combine social, cultural and linguistic approaches and can be as-
signed to the Department’s focal areas of Cultural Politics, Linguistic Ecologies 
in Transition and Fragmented Lines of Social Structures.

Research highlights 2019-2020
In addition to numerous smaller projects, a total of twelve BMBF or DFG 
projects were brought to a successful conclusion in 2019/2020, which can be 
located in the areas of basic research, aesthetic education, further education, in-
clusion, professional competences of teachers and language education, among 
others. Moreover, the Department has acquired the W1 endowed professorship 
“Digital Knowledge Management in Higher Education Teaching and Learn-
ing”, which has already initiated three major research projects since the winter 
semester 2018/2019.

Main research topics

The Department offers research-based and profession-oriented research, teach-
ing and continuing education on education and learning along the course of 
life. It considers its research to be education and educational sciences that are 
social-science-based and humanities-based, as well as interdisciplinary and in-
ternationally oriented, with the following cross-sectional topics: basic questions 
of educational science, pedagogical organisations, the professionalisation of 
pedagogical staff in all types of schools and all other areas of the education sys-
tem, pedagogical action, teaching, lecturing and learning in general and voca-
tional education along the course of life, participation, diversity, inequality and 
inclusion research as well as dealing with digitisation in educational contexts.

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Henning Klöter

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department of Asian and Afri-
can Studies (IAAW) is divided into 
departments with regional empha-
ses on Africa, East Asia, Southeast 
Asia, South Asia and Central Asia. 
Multidisciplinary social, cultural and 
linguistic foci as well as an extensive 
language programme are embedded 
within these regional departments. 
Transregionally oriented professor-
ships within the departments and 
two cross-sectional areas form the 
conceptual links between the regional 
areas. The “Mori-Ôgai” memorial is 
affiliated with the department. 

WEBSITE
iaaw.hu-berlin.de/en/index_en

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Jan-Hendrik Olbertz

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department is made up of eight-
een professorships (including one 
endowed professorship) and three 
junior professorships. It is distin-
guished by the fact that it represents 
both the breadth of different educa-
tional science sub-disciplines and 
unites the professorships in school 
education, primary school education, 
subject-specific science and didactics 
for the qualification of teachers. The 
divisions are responsible for three un-
dergraduate educational science de-
gree programmes and seven teacher 
training degree programmes as well 
as the educational science compo-
nents for all teacher training students 
at Humboldt-Universität. The Depart-
ment is involved in various interdis-
ciplinary research centres (including 
IZBF, ZfIB, BIM, ProMINT-Kolleg).

WEBSITE
erziehungswissenschaften. 
hu-berlin.de/de
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Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

155T€13.8
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1.81.8

2.02.0

2.62.6
2.12.1

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

129T€13.8
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2

1

0

2.42.4
2.72.7

2.52.5 2.42.4

1.81.8

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Caruso, M. (2019). Geschichte der Erziehung und Bildung: Medienentwicklung 
und Medienwandel. Schöningh.

2 Mayer, T., Geist, V., Pohl, V. S., Schwarz, J., & Koinzer, T. (2020). A Parental 
School Choice Misery: Middle Class Parents’ Dilemma in Choosing a Prima-
ry School in Berlin’s Multi-Ethnic Neighborhoods. Journal of Pedagogy, 11(1), 
35–57.

3 Pech, D., Schomaker, C., & Simon, T. (Eds.). (2019). Inklusion im Sachunter-
richt: Perspektiven der Forschung. Klinkhardt.

4 Tafner, G. (2019). Economic Education is Socio-Economic Education: 
Foundations of a Reflexive Business and Economic Education. International 
Journal of Pluralism and Economics Education, 10(4), 318–334.

5 von Hippel, A., & Stimm, M. (2020). Typen von Weiterbildungseinrichtungen 
– Überblick und Ausdifferenzierungen für die Programm- und Organisations-
forschung. Zeitschrift für Weiterbildungsforschung, 43(3), 413–427.

6 Waldow, F., & Steiner-Khamsi, G. (Eds.). (2019). Understanding PISA’s Attrac-
tiveness: Critical Analyses in Comparative Policy Studies. Bloomsbury Academic.

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Gehrmann, S., & Schönwetter, C. (Eds.). (2019). The Ubiquitous Figure of the 
Child Soldier: Interviews with African Writers, Academics and Cultural Activists 
Followed by a Comprehensive Bibliography. WVT.

2 Güldemann, T., McConvell, P., & Rhodes, R. A. (Eds.). (2018). The Language 
of Hunter-Gatherers. Cambridge University Press.

3 Huber, T. (2020). Source of Life: Revitalisation Rites and Bon Shamans in Bhu-
tan and the Eastern Himalayas. Austrian Academy of Sciences Press.

4 Lange, D. (2020). An Atlas of the Himalayas by a 19th Century Tibetan Lama: 
A Journey of Discovery. Brill.

5 Roy, A., & Waligora, M. (Eds.). (2019). Kolkata in Space, Time, and Imagina-
tion. Primus Book.

6 Schneider, N.-C., & Titzmann, F.-M. (2020). Family Norms and Images in 
Transition: Contemporary Negotiations of Reproductive Labor, Love and Rela-
tionships of India. Nomos.
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Department of Cultural 
History and Theory

Research highlights 2019-2020
In 2019, the Cluster of Excellence “Matters of Activity. Image Space Materi-
al”, in which the Department of Cultural History and Theory is involved both 
conceptually and with various research projects, began its work. In addition, 
the writing of monographs continues to be of central importance for research 
in cultural history and its public perception. In the reporting period, research 
at the Department has resulted in various publications and monographs (see 
below), some of which have been widely reviewed, awarded prizes and translat-
ed into other languages.

Main research topics

In the reporting period, research at the Department of Cultural History and 
Theory was characterised by three main topics – namely history of knowledge 
and science, which is equally interested in the natural sciences and the human-
ities, in certified and implicit, subversive and marginalised knowledge, cultural 
history of politics, which is concerned with the cultural preconditions for poli-
tics and with the forms of the emergence, organisation and practice of politics, 
media theory and history that, in close exchange with the Cluster of Excellence 
“Matters of Activity”, also includes analogue media in a post-digital perspective.

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Liliana Feierstein

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department of Cultural History 
and Theory consists of six professor-
ships, four of which are permanent-
ly anchored in the staffing plan as 
structural professorships, one junior 
professorship and two “S”-professor-
ships. As a subject in its own right, 
Cultural History and Theory is only 
available at the Humboldt-Universi-
ty in Germany. In the research and 
teaching areas at the Department, 
Cultural History and Theory is prac-
tised in the three dimensions of 
knowledge, media and politics, with 
a special focus on contemporary 
analysis and categories of distinction. 

WEBSITE
culture.hu-berlin.de/en/institute/
department
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Department of Art and  
Visual History

Research highlights 2019-2020
In light of the many new appointments at the Department, a public lecture 
series was held over three semesters, dedicated to the topics of “Art and Visual 
History”, “Art and Visual Theory” and “Art and Visual Politics”, thus putting 
the Department’s profile up for discussion again. Also due to pandemic-re-
lated restrictions, several virtual exhibition formats were developed together 
with students and (inter)national partner institutions, such as the exhibitions 
“The Piranesi Principle” (Kupferstichkabinett, Berlin), “500,000 Images. Ed 
Ruscha’s Streets of Los Angeles” (Getty Research Institute, Los Angeles) or “An-
imals on Paper” (State Library of Berlin). In addition, the Department hosted 
two international doctoral forums.

Main research topics

At the Department of Art and Visual History, research is done on how architec-
ture as well as artistic and other imaging processes have evolved in history and 
shape the present. The combination of approaches from both image history 
and image theory makes it possible to critically examine the current dynamics 
of images – in politics and science, cultural and religious conflicts. At the De-
partment of Art and Visual History, the potential of methods from art history 
and the humanities is used to interrogate historical continuities, upheavals and 
narratives of progress, as well as the medial construction of reality.

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Claudia Blümle

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department of Art and Visual 
History (IKB) is made up of seven full 
professorships. Three professorships 
represent the epochs of the Middle 
Ages, the early modern period, mo-
dernity and the present. Four other 
professorships form cross-epochal 
thematic parentheses through their 
focus on the history of art and images 
in Eastern Europe, architecture and 
urban planning, art and new media, 
and the history and theory of form. 
The department is one of the largest 
of its kind in the German-speaking 
world and represents the entire spec-
trum of the subject.

WEBSITE
kunstgeschichte.hu-berlin.de/
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Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

140T€5.3

2

0

1.31.3
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Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

76T€6.3

2

0

1.41.4

0.790.79
1.01.0

0.630.63
0.470.47

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Blümle, C., Mareis, C., & Windgätter, C. (Eds.). (2019). Visuelle Zeitgestaltun-
gen. De Gruyter.

2 Kappel, K., & Wegerhoff, E. (Eds.). (2019). Blickwendungen: Architektenreisen 
nach Italien in Moderne und Gegenwart / Shifts in Perspective: Architects’ Trav-
els to Italy in Modern and Contemporary Times. Hirmer.

3 Kodres, K., Jõekalda, K., & Marek, M. J. (Eds.). (2019). A Socialist Realist His-
tory? Writing Art History in the Post-War Decades. Böhlau.

4 Müller, K. (2020). Musterhaft naturgetreu: Tiere in Seiden, Zeichnungen und 
Tapisserien des 14. und 15. Jahrhunderts. Gebr. Mann.

5 Staatliche Museen zu Berlin, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, Wullen, M., & 
Schelbert, G. (Eds.). (2020). Das Piranesi-Prinzip. Publikation zur Ausstellung. 
Seemann.

6 Werner-Burgmann, A., Becker, M., Bruhn, M., Dorgerloh, A., & Feiersinger, L. 
(Eds.). (2019). BildFilmRaum: Zwischen den Disziplinen. VDG.

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Bredekamp, H., & Schäffner, W. (Eds.). (2020). Objekt, Ding, ‚Matter‘. 
Formen intrinsischer Aktivität [Themenschwerpunkt]. Zeitschrift für Kunst-
geschichte, 83(3).

2 Därmann, I. (2020). Undienlichkeit: Gewaltgeschichte und politische Philoso-
phie. Matthes & Seitz.

3 Felsch, P. (2019). Athen – Tokio. Das Japan der Philosophen. Zeitschrift für 
Ideengeschichte, 13(2), 73–86.

4 Gehrlach, A. (2020). Das verschachtelte Ich: Individualräume des Eigentums. 
Matthes & Seitz.

5 Kassung, C. (2020). Fleisch: Die Geschichte einer Industrialisierung. Brill, 
Schöningh.

6 Köhne, J. B. (Eds.). (2020). Exzellenz, Brillanz, Genie: Historie und Aktualität 
erfolgreicher Wissensfiguren. Neofelis.
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Department of Musicology  
and Media Studies

Department of Rehabilitation 
Sciences

Research highlights 2019-2020
The department can look back on numerous successful conference collabora-
tions such as the conference curated at the German Museum of Technology 
“Computer_Space. 50 Jahre Hardware, Software und Wetware im Weltraum” 
curated at the German Museum of Technology and the symposium series “450 
Jahre Staatskapelle Berlin – eine Bestandsaufnahme” realised with the Berlin 
State Opera. In addition to the editorial projects, the Department was able 
to realise various third-party funded initiatives, e.g. “Epistemic Dissonances. 
Knowledge Objects and Tools of Early Modern Acoustics” (DFG, CRC 980, 
2016–2020), “Audible Temporality. How Time is Structured in – and through 
– Music” (Einstein Foundation Berlin, 2019–2023), “Second World Music: 
Latin America, East Germany, and the Sonic Circuitry of Socialism” (DFG, 
2020–2026).

Main research topics

Musicology focuses, among other things, on the area of (digital) edition philolo-
gy; in the reporting period, work continued on the long-term editorial project of 
a historical-critical online edition of Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy’s correspond-
ence (DFG, since 2017). Further research foci include Historical Musicology, 
Transcultural Musicology, Popular Music Studies and Systematic Musicology. 
Media studies pursues an experimental-technical approach in the fields of 
media theory, media archaeology, digital media and media aesthetics, with 
facilities such as the signal lab, the media archaeological collection, the media 
studio, the media technology workshops and the media theatre. Another focus 
is on the intersections of media history and the history of knowledge.

Research highlights 2019-2020
A highlight in 2019 was the organisation of the 1st Congress of Participation 
Research at Humboldt-Universität in cooperation with the “Aktionsbündnis 
Teilhabeforschung”. This congress, funded by the Federal Ministry of Labour 
and Social Affairs, was able to make a significant contribution to the fact that 
participation research was able to distinguish itself as a young research field on 
questions of participation of people with chronic illnesses, impairments and 
disabilities. In addition, the second approval phase of the Research Training 
Group “Inklusion. Bildung. Schule” by the Hans Böckler Foundation took place 
during this period. Within the framework of the Research Training Group, 
eight doctorates have already been completed, some of which have resulted in 
appointments to professorships.

Main research topics

The main topics and research activities of the Department are grouped around 
the following three clusters:

 Inclusive Education 
 Language and Communication 
 Rehabilitation and Participation 

These research topics can be linked to the faculty’s main topics of migration, 
integration and inclusion as well as diversity and heterogeneity research. The 
wide variety of concrete research activities of our department ranges from basic 
research to practical research with direct application relevance.

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Sebastian Klotz,  
Prof. Dr. Viktoria Tkaczyk

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department combines the fields 
of Musicology and Media Studies, 
each of which offers independent 
degree programmes and is dedi-
cated to epistemological questions 
concerning sound and media from 
different research perspectives. Musi-
cology covers the subject in its entire 
breadth with three professorships, 
two honorary professorships, one 
Junior professorship and two per-
manent staff members and is one of 
the largest departments of its kind in 
Germany. Media Studies is a small, 
but internationally highly regarded 
discipline at the Humboldt-Univer-
sität – with two professorships, one 
Junior professorship and one perma-
nent member of staff.

WEBSITE
musikundmedien.hu-berlin.de/de

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. David Zimmermann,  
Prof. Dr. Gudrun Wansing

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department of Rehabilitation 
Sciences is the only institution in Ger-
many to encompass all special edu-
cation disciplines in addition to the 
basic and cross-sectional disciplines, 
which allows for a unique networking 
in research and teaching. In addition 
to the teaching-related degree pro-
grammes, the Department offers the 
degree programmes Rehabilitation 
Education (Bachelor’s/Master’s), 
which combine educational science, 
sociological, psychological and medi-
cal aspects, among others, as well as 
the degree programmes “Deaf Stud-
ies” and “Sign Language Education”. 
In total, the faculty consists of eleven 
professors, two assistant professors 
and almost one hundred other aca-
demics.  

WEBSITE
reha.hu-berlin.de/en/department- 
of-rehabilitation-sciences
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THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
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143T€5

1

0

0.080.08 0.140.14

0.370.37
0.490.49

0.710.71

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Becker, C., & Jaeger, H. (2019). Deutsche Gebärdensprache: Mehrsprachigkeit 
mit Laut- und Gebärdensprache. Narr Francke Attempto.

2 Blanck, J. M. (2020). Übergänge nach der Schule als „zweite Chance“? Eine 
quantitative und qualitative Analyse der Ausbildungschancen von Schülerinnen 
und Schülern von Förderschulen „Lernen“. Beltz Juventa.

3 Jennessen, S., Ortland, B., & Römisch, R. (2020). ReWiKs. Medienpaket zur 
Erweiterung der sexuellen Selbstbestimmung von Menschen mit Behinderungen. 
Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche Aufklärung (BZgA).

4 Werner-Burgmann, A., Becker, M., Bruhn, M., Dorgerloh, A., & Feiersinger, L. 
(Eds.). (2019). BildFilmRaum: Zwischen den Disziplinen. VDG.

5 Westphal, M., & Wansing, G. (Eds.). (2019). Migration, Flucht und Behin-
derung: Herausforderungen für Politik, Bildung und psychosoziale Dienste. 
Springer VS.

6 Zimmermann, D., Fickler-Stang, U., Dietrich, L., & Weiland, K. (Eds.). (2019). 
Professionalisierung für Unterricht und Beziehungsarbeit mit psychosozial beein-
trächtigten Kindern und Jugendlichen. Klinkhardt.

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Ernst, W. (2020). Harte Arbeit am Begriff: Medienarchäologische Antworten 
auf die Frage nach der Technologie. Mechane, 0, 107–132.

2 Hutchinson, S. (2019). Focus: Music of the Caribbean. Routledge.

3 Klotz, S. (2019). Timbre, Komplexeindruck, and Modernity: Klangfarbe as a 
Catalyst of Psychological Research in Carl Stumpf, 1890–1926. In E. I. Dolan 
& A. Rehding (Eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Timbre (pp. 609–640). Oxford 
University Press.

4 Stollberg, A., Ahrens, S., & Königsdorf, J. (2019). Oper und Film: Geschichten 
einer Beziehung. edition text+kritik.

5 Tkaczyk, V., Mills, M., & Hui, A. (Eds.). (2020). Testing Hearing: The Making of 
Modern Aurality. Oxford University Press.

6 von Oertzen, C., & Felten, S. (Eds.). (2020). Histories of Bureaucratic Knowl-
edge [Special issue]. Journal for the History of Knowledge, 1.
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Department of Social Sciences Department of Sport Science

Research highlights 2019-2020
In 2019, the DFG Research Training Group “DYNAMICS” (spokesperson: 
Heike Klüver) began its work. In its first funding period, 20 doctoral students 
investigated the effect of demographic change on democratic processes and 
public policies. Also in 2019, Andreas Reckwitz was awarded the prestigious 
Leibniz Prize.

Main research topics

The following four focal areas shape the profile of the Department of Social 
Sciences:

 Democracy and Transformation
 Migration and the Urban World
 Social and Political Inequalities 
 Work and Lifestyle 

Research highlights 2019-2020
One of the Department’s research foci relates to analyses of voluntary and hon-
orary involvement in sport-related structures of society – especially in sports 
clubs. In the reporting period, the EiS-CP project examined the effects of the 
Corona pandemic on sports (clubs). In the area of natural sciences, the focus 
is on the prevention of diseases and injuries. Research projects ranged from 
the genetic prerequisites of engaging in sports, to the structural foundations of 
injury mechanics, to large-scale screening studies in amateur and competitive 
sports as well as in different patient groups with regard to participation in the 
work process.

Main research topics
In 2019, the Department of Sport Science hosted the largest biennial interdis-
ciplinary sport science conference, the “Sportwissenschaftlicher Hochschultag” 
(Sport Science University Day) of the German Association for Sport Science, 
with over 600 participants. The (re)establishment of the division of Sports Ed-
ucation was successfully completed, as was the establishment of the graduate 
school “Berlin School of Movement Science” and the appointment procedure 
for the Junior professorship with tenure track for sports psychology. Net-
working with partners inside and outside the Humboldt-Universität (e.g. the 
Professional School of Education, the Berlin Institute for Empirical Integration 
and Migration Research, the Charité, sports associations, schools, universities, 
NGOs) was further strengthened and is reflected in the research priorities.

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Johannes Giesecke

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The following teaching areas are 
based at the Department of Social 
Sciences: 

Social Theory and Cultural Sociology, 
Diversity and Social Conflict, Social 
Research & Methods, German Poli-
tics, Integration Research and Social 
Politics, International Politics, Migra-
tion and Gender, Macrosociology, Mi-
crosociology, Political Sociology and 
Social Policy, Comparative Political 
Behaviour, Sociology of Work and 
Gender Relations, Sociology of the 
Future of Work, Urban and Regional 
Sociology, Political Theory, Compar-
ative Analysis of Political Systems, 
Comparative Political Sciences and 
Political Systems of Eastern Europe.  

WEBSITE
sowi.hu-berlin.de/en/index.html

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. med. Bernd Wolfarth 

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department currently has five full 
professorships, which cover the en-
tire spectrum of the subject through 
their content orientation and are 
committed to the identity-forming 
core with the profile “Sports, Move-
ment, Education under the Condi-
tions of Heterogeneity and Plural-
ity”. The professorship for sports 
medicine and the professorship for 
training and movement sciences rep-
resent the natural science perspec-
tive, while the humanities and social 
science perspectives are represented 
by the professorships for sport soci-
ology, sports education and sports 
didactics. In addition, two additional 
Junior professorships are occupied. 
This places the Department amongst 
the medium-sized departments of its 
kind in Germany. 

WEBSITE
spowi.hu-berlin.de/en
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DEPARTMENT PROFILES

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Blume, K.*, & Wolfarth, B.* (2019). Identification of Potential Performance-Re-
lated Predictors in Young Competitive Athletes. Frontiers in Physiology, 10, 1394.

2 Bohm, S.*, Mersmann, F.*, Santuz, A.*, & Arampatzis, A.* (2019). The Force–
Length–Velocity Potential of the Human Soleus Muscle is Related to the En-
ergetic Cost of Running. Proceedings of the Royal Society B: Biological Sciences, 
286(1917), 20192560.

3 Braun, S.*, & Albert, K.* (2020). „Und ich fand es am Anfang auch schwierig, 
mich in der Rolle vorzustellen“ – Sportagent*innen zwischen Ganztagsschule 
und Sportverein. Forum Kinder- und Jugendsport, 1(2), 82–92.

4 Burrmann, U.*, Braun, S.*, & Mutz, M. (2020). In Whom Do We Trust? The 
Level and Radius of Social Trust Among Sport Club Members. International 
Review for the Sociology of Sport, 55(4), 416–436.

5 Santuz, A.*, Brüll, L., Ekizos, A.*, Schroll, A.*, Eckardt, N., Kibele, A., Schwenk, 
M., & Arampatzis, A.* (2020). Neuromotor Dynamics of Human Locomotion 
in Challenging Settings. IScience, 23(1), 100796.

6 Tanisawa, K., Wang, G., Seto, J., Verdouka, I., Twycross-Lewis, R., Karanikolou, 
A., Tanaka, M., Borjesson, M., Di Luigi, L., Dohi, M., Wolfarth, B.*, Swart, J., 
Bilzon, J. L. J., Badtieva, V., Papadopoulou, T., Casasco, M., Geistlinger, M., 
Bachl, N., Pigozzi, F., & Pitsiladis, Y. (2020). Sport and Exercise Genomics: The 
FIMS 2019 Consensus Statement Update. British Journal of Sports Medicine, 
54(16), 969–975.

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Hager, A., & Hilbig, H. (2020). Does Public Opinion Affect Political Speech? 
American Journal of Political Science, 64(4), 921–937.

2 Klüver, H., & Spoon, J.-J. (2020). Helping or Hurting? How Governing as a 
Junior Coalition Partner Influences Electoral Outcomes. The Journal of Poli-
tics, 82(4), 1231–1242.

3 Mau, S. (2019). The Metric Society: On the Quantification of the Social. Polity.

4 Reckwitz, A. (2019). Das Ende der Illusionen: Politik, Ökonomie und Kultur in 
der Spätmoderne. Suhrkamp.

5 Wimbauer, C., & Motakef, M. (2020). Prekäre Arbeit, prekäre Liebe: Über 
Anerkennung und unsichere Lebensverhältnisse. Campus.

6 Yurdakul, G., & Korteweg, A. C. (2021). Boundary Regimes and the Gendered 
Racialized Production of Muslim Masculinities: Cases from Canada and 
Germany. Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies, 19(1), 39–54.
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DEPARTMENTS

The four departments of the Faculty of Arts and 
Humanities are highly research-oriented and 
regularly occupy top national and international 
positions in relevant rankings. The cultiva-
tion of strongly developed and independently 
represented subject-specific research foci and 
the significant collaboration in numerous larger 
interdisciplinary and cross-faculty joint pro-

jects are closely linked. Focal points in which 
researchers from different departments cooper-
ate within the faculty are, in particular, Digital 
Humanities as well as Science Studies and 
History of Science. The research intensity of the 
departments of the faculty is evident not least in 
an exceptional balance of third-party funding for 
the humanities.

1 Department of Philosophy

2  Department of History

3  Department of European Ethnology

4 Department of Library and Information Science4
Faculty of Arts  
and Humanities

SPOKESPERSON 2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Beate Binder,  
Prof. Dr. Kerstin Palm,  
Prof. Dr. Ulrike Vedder,  
Prof. Dr. Christine Wimbauer

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Center for Transdisciplinary 
Gender Studies (ZtG) coordinates 
research and teaching in gender 
studies across disciplines and fac-
ulties and is anchored with its man-
agement in the Faculty of Humanities 
and Social Sciences. It is supported 
by three professorships belonging to 
the ZtG’s pool of positions as well 
as other (Junior) professorships an-
chored in the departments and fac-
ulties with a partial appointment or 
focus in Gender Studies, which are 
linked to the ZtG through secondary 
membership. 

WEBSITE
gender.hu-berlin.de/en/home

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Center for Transdisciplinary 
Gender Studies

Research highlights 2019-2020
Conferences: 

 “Care – Migration – Gender. Ambivalent Interdependencies”, 2019 
 “Feminist Visions Before/After 1989 – 30 Years of Institutionalised  
Women’s and Gender Studies”, 2019 

Third-party funded projects:
 DFG Research Unit “Law – Gender – Collectivity” (1st funding period)
 HERA research consortium “Disentangling European HIV/AIDS Policies 
(EUROPACH)” (2016–19) 
 BMBF collaborative project “INGER – Integrating Sex/Gender into Environ-
mental Health Research: Development of a Conceptual Framework”
 DFG project “Ambivalent Recognition Order? Doing Reproduction and 
Doing Family Beyond the Heterosexual Nuclear Family”

Main research topics

Due to the structure of the ZtG, the main topics arise mostly from the research 
of the individual professorships and staff members. They lie – often transdisci-
plinary – in various fields of the humanities, cultural studies, natural sciences, 
law and social sciences. Particularly noteworthy are: Gender and law/legal 
gender studies; Gender and health; Gender and globalisation with a focus on 
feminist economic critique; Gender and postcolonialism; Family/reproductive 
technologies; Care/work and social inequality; Life writing and queer literary 
studies.

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

130T€1.8

1

0
0.030.03 0.070.07

0.240.24 0.180.18 0.230.23

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Afken, J., Feddersen, J., Gammerl, B., & Wolf, B. (Eds.). (2019). Jahrbuch 
Sexualitäten 2019. Wallstein.

2 Buckel, S., et al. (2020). Recht–Geschlecht–Kollektivität [Schwerpunkt]. 
Kritische Justiz, 53(4).

3 Fiedel, L., Jacke, K., & Palm, K. (2019). Gendertheoretisch informierte 
Gesundheitswissenschaften – Herausforderungen, Potentiale und Beispiele 
ihrer transdisziplinären Entwicklung. Zeitschrift für Diversitätsforschung und 
-management, 2–2018, 141–156.

4 Merchant, C. (2020). Der Tod der Natur: Ökologie, Frauen und neuzeitliche 
Naturwissenschaft. Mit einer Einführung von Christine Bauhardt (H. Fliessbach, 
transl.). oekom.

5 Sußner, P. (2020). Flucht–Geschlecht–Sexualität: Eine menschenrechtsbasierte 
Perspektive auf Grundversorgung und Asylstatus. Verlag Österreich.

6 Wimbauer, C., & Motakef, M. (2020). Prekäre Arbeit, prekäre Liebe: Über 
Anerkennung und unsichere Lebensverhältnisse. Campus.
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HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Rahel Jaeggi, 
Prof. Dr. Tobias Rosefeldt

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
History of Philosophy 

Ancient Philosophy and Natural 
Sciences; Theoretical Philosophy of 
the Middle Ages and Early Modern 
Times; Kant and German Idealism; 
Phenomenology; Early Analytic Phi-
losophy

Theoretical Philosophy

Philosophy of Mind and Cognition 
and A.I.; Epistemology; Metaphysics 
and Philosophy of Language; Philos-
ophy of Science

Practical Philosophy

Theory of Normativity; Social Philoso-
phy; Feminist Philosophy; Philosophy 
of Race; Philosophy of Public Affairs 

WEBSITE
philosophie.hu-berlin.de/en/ 
welcome_text-en

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Anke te Heesen

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE

Eighteen professors, about eighty re-
search assistants and approximately 
1,500 students are engaged in teach-
ing and researching history from 
antiquity to contemporary history. 
The Department of History (IfG) at 
Humboldt-Universität is one of the 
leading history departments in Ger-
many – and also in Europe as well 
as worldwide (e.g. QS ranked the IfG 
first in Germany in 2020, in Europe 
the IfG is among the top six, and 
worldwide it is currently 27th).

WEBSITE
geschichte.hu-berlin.de/en/ 
homepage
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Department of History

Research highlights 2019-2020
In 2019–20, there were two outstanding appointments of Junior professors at 
the Department: Kristina Lepold (Social Philosophy/Critical Theory) and Mir-
jam Müller (Feminist Philosophy). Outstanding developments in institutional 
terms include the approval for the DFG Centre for Advanced Studies in the 
Humanities (KFOR) “Human Abilities” (in cooperation with the Freie Univer-
sität Berlin), the extension of the DFG Research Training Group “Philosophy, 
Science and the Sciences” (also in cooperation with the Freie Universität Ber-
lin) for a second funding period, and the establishment of an Emmy Noether 
Group on “A Sensible World” at the Department.

Research highlights 2019-2020
The Department carried out numerous collaborative projects this year and was 
thus able to strengthen its main thematic areas. These included “Landscapes 
of Persecution – Recording and Analysis of Political Repression in the Soviet 
Occupation Zone and the German Democratic Republic” (BMBF), the DFG 
Priority Programme “Experience and Expectation: Historical Foundations of 
Economic Behaviour” and the project “Acta Cusana. Sources on the Life Histo-
ry of Nicholas of Cusa”, for which two further volumes of the edition have been 
completed.

Main research topics

Research at the Department of History (IfG) is broad and diverse, both in 
terms of content and methodology. Two overarching research foci of the IfG are 
concerned with Europe in the global world and with digitality, mediality and 
historicity. 

As part of the department’s/faculty’s focus area of Heritage, Memory and 
Society, the IfG realises a wide range of activities and cooperations that have a 
significant impact in Berlin’s institutional landscape as well as nationally and 
internationally.

Faculty of Arts and HumanitiesFaculty of Arts and Humanities

Department of Philosophy

Main research topics

The Department of Philosophy is the leading philosophical department in 
Germany and competes with the best philosophy departments worldwide (QS 
Ranking: 11th place). The department is broadly positioned in all three of the 
above-mentioned central areas of philosophy, it is very strong in research and 
has achieved considerable success in attracting external funding. A great deal 
of emphasis is also placed on promoting young researchers. Former doctor-
al students and staff hold positions at leading universities in Europe, Great 
Britain and the US. The department has a strong international network, works 
with numerous international partners, including Princeton University and the 
University of London, and attracts a large number of visiting scholars from 
abroad.

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

169T€15.9

3

2

1

0

3.43.4
2.42.4

2.02.0

2.62.6 2.72.7

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

167T€12

2

0

1.11.1
1.31.3

1.91.9 1.91.9 2.02.0

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Bougarel, X., Grandits, H., & Vulesica, M. (Eds.). (2020). Local Dimensions of 
the Second World War in Southeastern Europe. Routledge.

2 Grote, M. (2019). Membranes to Molecular Machines: Active Matter and the 
Remaking of Life. University of Chicago Press.

3 Metzler, G. (2018). Der Staat der Historiker: Staatsvorstellungen deutscher 
Historiker seit 1945. Suhrkamp.

4 Plumpe, W., Nützenadel, A., & Schenk, C. R. (2020). Deutsche Bank. Die 
globale Hausbank 1870–2020. Propyläen-Verlag.

5 Wildt, M. (2019). Die Ambivalenz des Volkes: Der Nationalsozialismus als Ge-
sellschaftsgeschichte. Suhrkamp.

6 Winterling, A. (2007). Caligula: Eine Biographie. Pantheon.

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Fraser, N., & Jaeggi, R. (2020). Kapitalismus: Ein Gespräch über kritische Theo-
rie (B. Milstein, Ed.; J. Schröder, Transl.). Suhrkamp.

2 Keil, G., & Kreft, N. (Eds.). (2019). Aristotle’s Anthropology. Cambridge Univer-
sity Press.

3 Lepold, K., & Martinez Mateo, M. (Eds.). (2019). Critical Philosophy of Race 
[Schwerpunkt]. Deutsche Zeitschrift für Philosophie, 67(4).

4 Perler, D., & Bender, S. (Eds.). (2020). Causation and Cognition in Early Mod-
ern Philosophy. Routledge.

5 Rosefeldt, T. (2020). Kant’s Logic of Existence. Journal of the History of Philos-
ophy, 58(3), 521–548.

6 Viebahn, E. (2020). Ways of Using Words: On Semantic Intentions. Philoso-
phy and Phenomenological Research, 100(1), 93–117.
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HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Regina Römhild

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department is supported by 
six professorships and three Jun-
ior professorships, one of which 
is tenure-track. Five of the full pro-
fessorships form structural bridges 
to interdisciplinary units at Hum-
boldt-Universität in the fields of 
gender, migration, city, human-en-
vironment systems and museum 
& heritage. The Department is the 
largest in the German-speaking 
world and represents the discipline 
in its entire breadth. It also manages 
numerous collections and archives 
as well as the Landesstelle für Ber-
lin-Brandenburgische Volkskunde, 
which cultivates contact with regional 
museums.   

WEBSITE
euroethno.hu-berlin.de/de

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Vivien Petras, PhD

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department of Library and In-
formation Science (IBI) is the only 
university department of its kind in 
Germany. The professorships cover 
the phases of the information cycle 
(Information Processing and An-
alytics, Information Management, 
Information Retrieval) and central 
information processes (Information 
Behaviour, Information Science with 
a focus on Information Ethics). Two 
of the professorships are non-tenure-
track Junior professorships. The IBI 
maintains close ties to the informa-
tion infrastructure in Germany and 
conducts applied research with many 
partner organisations. 

WEBSITE
ibi.hu-berlin.de/en
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Department of European 
Ethnology

Department of Library and 
Information Science

Research highlights 2019-2020
The Department has made its mark in three areas in particular: firstly, we 
have made a decisive cross-project contribution to the further development of 
multi-modal, intervening and “co-laborative” ethnographic methods. Secondly, 
we have advanced post- and decolonial approaches to theory and practice and 
brought them into the Berlin urban and academic landscape: street renaming, 
restitution, global supply chains. Thirdly, the Department has played a decisive 
role in founding a German professional society for Science and Technology 
Studies (STS) as an association: stsing e.V.

Main research topics

The Department’s research is organised into “laboratories”. Laboratories are 
spaces across status groups in which topic areas are elaborated upon. The 
question of the generation of everyday social order and its constantly disputed 
transformation through socio-cultural, political-economic, technological and 
ecological key developments is at the centre of all laboratories. We empirically 
pursue these key developments primarily in the areas of digitisation (of labour), 
climate impacts & sustainability, urbanisation, post-migrant Europe and gender 
& sexuality.

Research highlights 2019-2020
The Department has been significantly involved in the establishment and fur-
ther development of several public information infrastructures. This includes 
design research (modelling, conceptualisation) as well as applied accompany-
ing research, e.g. text and data mining in the specialised German studies infor-
mation service or the identification of quality assurance measures of research 
data repositories. On behalf of the Joint Science Conference (GWK), a classi-
fication for interdisciplinary research fields was developed at the IBI together 
with the German Centre for Higher Education and Science Research (DZHW), 
which is used to record such activities in the research data set “Kerndatensatz 
Forschung”. 

Main research topics

The IBI investigates how processes of knowledge transfer, quality assurance 
and processing can be facilitated by means of information infrastructures. The 
research has four main areas of focus: Information Infrastructures, Informa-
tion Experience, Openness and Literacy. Important profile topics such as data 
and information literacy, digital curation, ethics and information management 
could be intensified by filling two Junior professorships in 2019/2020. With 
this specialisation, the IBI occupies a unique position in Germany.

Faculty of Arts and HumanitiesFaculty of Arts and Humanities

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

354T€3.2

1

0

0.230.23 0.260.26
0.370.37

0.520.52

1.11.1

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

340T€5.4

3

2

1

0

1.21.2 1.41.4
1.61.6 1.51.5

1.81.8

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Dinneen, J. D. (2019). Planning for Ethical Agent-Agent Interaction. In Good 
Systems: Ethical AI for CSCW, Workshop at CSCW ’19: ACM SIGCHI Confer-
ence on Computer-Supported Cooperative Work.

2 Fischer, F., & Jäschke, R. (2019). ‘The Michael Jordan of Greatness’—Ex-
tracting Vossian Antonomasia from Two Decades of The New York Times , 
1987–2007. Digital Scholarship in the Humanities, 35, 34–42.

3 Frank, R. D. (2019). The Social Construction of Risk in Digital Preservation. 
Journal of the Association for Information Science and Technology, 71, 474–484.

4 Greifeneder, E., Gäde, M., & Berlin School of Library and Information 
Science, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin. (2020). Adventures in Winter Won-
derland – Observing User Behaviour in a Digital Twin Bookstore. Proceedings 
of ISIC: The Information Behaviour Conference Pretoria, South Africa, 28th 
September to 1st October, 2020. ISIC: the Information Behaviour Conference, 
Borås, Sweden.

5 Petras, V., Kindling, M., Neuroth, H., & Rothfritz, L. (2019). Digitales Daten-
management als Berufsfeld im Kontext der Data Literacy. ABI Technik, 39(1), 
26–33.

6 van de Sandt, S., Dallmeier-Tiessen, S., Lavasa, A., & Petras, V. (2019).  
The Definition of Reuse. Data Science Journal, 18(1), 22.

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Binder, B., Bischoff, C., Endter, C., Hess, S., Kienitz, S., & Bergmann, S. 
(Eds.). (2019). Care: Praktiken und Politiken der Fürsorge. Ethnographische und 
geschlechtertheoretische Perspektiven. Budrich.

2 Blok, A., Farías, I., & Roberts, C. (Eds.). (2020). The Routledge Companion to 
Actor-Network Theory. Routledge.

3 Bojadžijev, M. (2020). Anti-Racism as Method. In J. Solomos (Ed.), Routledge 
International Handbook of Contemporary Racisms (pp. 193–204). Routledge.

4 Buchczyk, M., & Facer, K. (2020). The Stuff of Contention and Care: Affec-
tive Materiality and Everyday Learning in Bristol, UK. City & Society, 32(3), 
603–623.

5 Nadim, T. (2021). Database. In N. B. Thylstrup, D. Agostinho, A. Ring, C. 
D’Ignazio, & K. Veel (Eds.), Uncertain Archives: Critical Keywords for Big Data 
(pp. 125–132). MIT Press.

6 Niewöhner, J., & Laboratory: Anthropology of Environment | Human Rela-
tions (Eds.). (2019). After Practice: Thinking through Matter(s) and Meaning 
Relationally (Vols. 1–2). Panama.
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DEPARTMENT PROFILES

DEPARTMENTS

The departments of the Faculty of Language, Lit-
erature and Humanities do research on linguistic 
knowledge, diversity, language development and 
multilingualism in large collaborative projects. 
Numerous projects deal with literature, cultur-
al studies, humanities and (art) history. Topoi 
investigated the topic of space and knowledge in 
the formation of ancient cultures and societies. 
Transfer of knowledge from the Ancient World to 
the Early Modern Period was also researched. The 
departments are also involved in shaping higher 
education in the face of a rapidly changing world. 
The literary and epistemic history of small forms 
as well as registers were focal points in graduate 
funding. In the Mosse Lectures, the general public 
discovered exciting facts about literature, history, 
art history and economics. In addition, faculty 
members address historical topics such as Jewish 
history, antisemitism and the portrayal of Jews in 
literature, temporal communities, time and time 

awareness in ancient medicine and the history of 
ancient medicine, with educational topics such 
as ancient languages in Berlin schools, bilin-
gualism and multilingualism in English classes, 
and Conceptual Thought as a didactic method. 
Several departments conduct research on cultural 
practices and identity construction, as well as on 
identity, bias, the body, and health, migration and 
cultural transfer, linguistic knowledge (indigenous, 
Indo-European, and Finno-Ugric), and literature 
and culture. The broadening of literary studies 
to include cultural studies affects several depart-
ments, as does the interest in literary theory, the 
history of literature, genre, knowledge and science. 
Topics such as gender studies, popular culture, 
literature and media, animation between art and 
politics, children’s and youth literature, “Kiez lan-
guage”, conversational brains, religious concepts, 
opera and film, and dream theories illustrate the 
diversity of research.

1 Department of German Literature

2 Department of German Studies and Linguistics

3 Department of Northern European Studies

4 Department of Romance Studies

5 Department of English and American Studies

6 Department of Slavic and Hungarian Studies

7 Department of Classical Philology7
Faculty of Language, 
Literature and  
Humanities

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Ethel Matala de Mazza

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
With its eleven full professorships, 
one junior professorship and seven-
teen positions for research assistants 
(seven of which are permanent), the 
Department combines the fields of 
German Medieval Studies, Modern 
German Literature, Didactics and 
Comparative Literature, which are 
traditionally located in separate de-
partments. On the one hand, the 
work unfolds along a continuous 
historical axis; on the other hand, 
the professorships – according to 
their denominations – set systematic 
accents beyond the field of philology 
and literary history, especially in the 
areas of media and cultural studies, 
gender theory, literature in the system 
of the arts, literary theory, children‘s 
and youth literature and comparative 
literature. 

WEBSITE
literatur.hu-berlin.de/de

Department of German Literature

Research highlights 2019-2020
 Filling of the junior professorship for literary theory with Eva-Maria Konrad
 Launch of the DFG project “Research Platform on the Literary Field of the 
GDR: Authors, Works, Networks”
 Launch of the DFG project (with a Digital Humanities component) “What 
Matters? Key Passages in Literary Works”
 Launch of the Einstein Project (together with the Hebrew University in 
Israel): “Jewish Homosexual Modernism in the German Speaking World and 
in Mandatory Palestine/Israel”
 Completion of the DFG long-term project “Online-Repertory of the Medieval 
German Translations of Latin Hymns and Sequences (Berliner Repertorium)”

Main research topics
The Department’s research is long-term oriented towards literary and cultural 
studies. An important role, linking several professorships, is held in particular 
by topics such as the relationships between literature and media (for example, 
in the project “Cultural and Media History of the Groschenheft” as well as in 
the area of children’s and youth literature), literature and knowledge, as well as 
the relationships between literature and the history of science in the humani-
ties. During this period, particular emphasis was also placed on the history and 
theory of genres and forms, for example in the course of the work of the DFG 
Research Training Group “Small Forms” (since 2017) or the DFG project on 
Modernism and the Epic.

Faculty of Language, Literature and Humanities

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

182T€11

2

0

1.31.3
1.61.6

1.81.8 1.71.7
2.02.0

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Becker, J., Bühler, B., Pravica, S., & Willer, S. (Eds.). (2019). Zukunftssicherung: 
Kulturwissenschaftliche Perspektiven. transcript.

2 Benner, J., & AG Jugendliteratur und Medien – AJuM (Eds.). (2020). Anne 
Frank & Mirjam Pressler [Themenheft]. kjl&m, 20(1).

3 Dehrmann, M.-G. (2020). Die Hamburger Druckerei von Johann Joachim 
Christoph Bode (1767–78) und Gotthold Ephraim Lessing (1767–69). Mit einem 
Verzeichnis der Drucke. Wehrhahn.

4 Kämper-van den Boogaart, M., & Spinner, K. H. (Eds.). (2019). Lese- und 
Literaturunterricht (3. Ed., Vols. 1–3). Schneider Verlag Hohengehren.

5 Martus, S., Thomalla, E., & Spoerhase, C. (Eds.). (2019). Werke in Rela-
tionen. Netzwerktheoretische Ansätze in der Literaturwissenschaft [Themen-
heft]. Zeitschrift für Germanistik, 29(1). [the renowned journal is published at 
the Department]

6 Vogl, J., & Wolf, B. (Eds.). (2019). Handbuch Literatur & Ökonomie.  
De Gruyter.
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HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Pia Knoeferle

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department of German Studies 
and Linguistics (IdSL) consists of 
ten divisions: General Linguistics, 
German in Multilingual Contexts, 
Didactics of the German Language/
German as a Second Language, 
Historical-Comparative Linguistics, 
Corpus Linguistics and Morphology, 
Phonetics and Phonology, Psycho-
linguistics, Semantics/Pragmatics, 
History of Language and Syntax. In 
addition, there are institutional links 
with the Leibniz Centre for General 
Linguistics (“S”-professorship).  

WEBSITE
linguistik.hu-berlin.de/en/ 
standardseite-en

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Stefanie  
von Schnurbein

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
Departments/Professorships:

Scandinavian Studies/Newer Scandina-
vian Literatures: Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Ste-
fanie von Schnurbein, one staff position 
(2/3)

Scandinavian Studies/Cultural Studies: 
Prof. Dr. Ralph Tuchtenhagen, one staff 
position (2/3)

Scandinavian Studies/Linguistics: Prof. 
Dr. Muriel Norde, one staff position 
(2/3)

Scandinavian Studies/Medieval Studies: 
Prof. Dr. Lukas Rösli, one staff position 
(2/3)

Norwegian Visiting Professorship (Hen-
rik Steffens Professorship): Prof. Dr. 
Marie-Theres Federhofer (University of 
Tromsø)

Swedish Visiting Professorship: Prof. Dr. 
Otto Fischer (Uppsala University) 

 
WEBSITE
ni.hu-berlin.de/de
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Department of German 
Studies and Linguistics

Department of Northern 
European Studies

Research highlights 2019-2020
The Department of German Studies and Linguistics took the lead in recruiting 
the CRC 1412 “Register”, which investigates situational and functional influenc-
es on linguistic behaviour. In 2020, the Marie-Skłodowska-Curie Innovative 
Training Network “Conversational Brains” was launched. The DFG Research 
Unit “Emerging Grammars” focuses on linguistic dynamics, especially in 
language contact. Important results can be found in publications and corpora, 
in research methods and stimuli, and in outreach activities such as the media 
station in the HU Lab and the “Language in Urban Diversity” centre.

Main research topics
Topic areas include linguistic questions on German and typologically (un)
related languages in a synchronic and diachronic perspective. The aim is the 
investigation of linguistic variation. The theoretical orientation is closely linked 
to empirical research methods (e.g. corpora, field studies, language produc-
tion). For this purpose, the development of essential research infrastructure 
(central laboratory of the faculty) as well as initiatives on research data manage-
ment and digital methods were conducted in collaboration with the Faculty of 
Language, Literature and Humanities and other faculties.

Research highlights 2019-2020
 Professorship in Literary Studies: Completion of a long-term research 
cooperation on the history of Jews and antisemitism in Scandinavia and on 
representations of Jews in Scandinavian literature, supported and coordinat-
ed by literary scholars at the Department of Northern European Studies.
 Professorship in Cultural Studies: Completion of the 2007 international 
research and publication project “The Baltic States. History of a European 
Region”, funded by the Volkswagen Foundation
 Professorship in Linguistics: Research project “Register Emergence and 
Register Change in Germanic” in CRC 1412 “Register” in cooperation with 
Prof. Karin Donhauser and Prof. Lars Zeige (Department of German Studies 
and Linguistics)
 Professorship in Medieval Studies: Research project “Old Nordic Myths as 
Political Ideologies” in cooperation with Nicolas Meylan

Main research topics
Research on the “Princess Library” deposited in the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin 
since 2018 as an example of a roughly 300-year history of German-Swedish 
and pan-European cultural transfer. The Department of Northern European 
Studies was and is part of a German-Swedish-Dutch-French network of leading 
researchers and institutions in Berlin, Greifswald, Uppsala, Groningen and 
Strasbourg, which aims to raise awareness of various aspects of the current 
holdings, history and cultural significance of the “Princess Library” in the 
form of workshops and individual publications. Beyond this cross-institutional 
research project, each professorship has its own research focus (see below).

Faculty of Language, Literature and HumanitiesFaculty of Language, Literature and Humanities

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

95T€3

1

0

0.250.25 0.280.28 0.250.25 0.290.29 0.280.28

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

260T€8.2

2

0

0.70.7
0.950.95 1.01.0

1.21.2

2.02.0

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Meylan, N., & Rösli, L. (2020). Old Norse Myths as Political Ideologies: Critical 
Studies in the Appropriation of Medieval Narratives. Brepols.

2 Norde, M. (2019). So Odd an Article in Danish: A Reply to Van de Velde. 
Language Sciences, 73, 165–178.

3 Räthel, C., & von Schnurbein, S. (Eds.). (2020). Figurationen des Jüdischen: 
Spurensuchen in der skandinavischen Literatur. Nordeuropa-Institut der Hum-
boldt-Universität zu Berlin.

4 Rödel, V., & Tuchtenhagen, R. (Eds.). (2020). Die Schweden im deutschen 
Südwesten: Vorgeschichte, Dreißigjähriger Krieg, Erinnerung. Kohlhammer.

5 Tuchtenhagen, R., Brüggemann, K., Henning, D., Meier, K., & Wilhelmi, A. 
(Eds.). (2018–2021). Das Baltikum: Geschichte einer europäischen Region (Vols. 
1–3). Hiersemann.

6 Van Goethem, K., & Norde, M. (2020). Extravagant “Fake” Morphemes in 
Dutch: Morphological Productivity, Semantic Profiles and Categorical Flexi-
bility. Corpus Linguistics and Linguistic Theory, 16(3), 425–458.

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Fritz-Huechante, P., Verhoeven, E., & Rott, J. A. (2020). Agentivity and 
Non-Culminating Causation in the Psych Domain: Cross-Linguistic Evidence 
from Spanish and Korean. Glossa: A Journal of General Linguistics, 5(1), 128.

2 Gökgöz, K., Gagarina, N., & Klassert, A. (2020). Kasuserwerb in der Erst-
sprache Türkisch: Eine Untersuchung zur Akkusativ- und Dativproduktion 
von bilingual türkisch-deutschsprachigen Kindern. Sprache · Stimme · Gehör, 
44(01), 49–56.

3 Stoltmann, K., Fuchs, S., & Krifka, M. (2020). Cross-Linguistic Differences 
in Side Assignment to Objects and Interpretation of Spatial Relations: Right 
and Left in German and Italian. In J. Šķilters, N. S. Newcombe, & D. Uttal 
(Eds.), Spatial Cognition XII (Vol. 12162, S. 235–250). Springer.

4 Tiede, M., Mooshammer, C., & Goldstein, L. (2019). Noggin Nodding: Head 
Movement Correlates With Increased Effort in Accelerating Speech Produc-
tion Tasks. Frontiers in Psychology, 10, 2459. 

5 Wan, S., Kutschbach, T., Lüdeling, A., & Stede, M. (2019). RST-Tace Tool for 
Automatic Comparison and Evaluation of RST Trees. Proceedings of the Work-
shop on Discourse Relation Parsing and Treebanking 2019, 88–96.

6 Wiese, H., Tracy, R., & Sennema, A. (2020). Deutschpflicht auf dem Schulhof? 
Warum wir Mehrsprachigkeit brauchen. Duden-Verlag.
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HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Richard Waltereit,  
Prof. Dr. Jörg Dünne

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
Thanks to its symmetrical structure, 
consisting of seven professorships 
(three in Literary Studies, three in 
Linguistics and one in Didactics), and 
the wide range of courses offered in 
Language Practice, the Department 
covers all Romance languages, liter-
atures and cultures. The members of 
the Department cooperate with uni-
versities and research centres from 
all over Europe, North and South 
America and Africa. Further links 
have been established through the 
junior professorship for Romance 
languages and religions and gender 
studies, which was set up as part of 
the women’s promotion programme. 

WEBSITE
romanistik.hu-berlin.de/en/en

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Stephan Breidbach,  
Prof. Dr. Artemis Alexiadou,  
Prof. Dr. Helga Schwalm 

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department of English and 
American Studies is supported by 
nine professorships and four junior 
professorships. They represent the 
four areas of English and Ameri-
can Literary and Cultural Studies, 
Linguistics and English Didactics. 
The Englisch and American Studies 
section conducts cross-faculty and 
university-wide work in the fields of 
gender, transfer of knowledge and 
intersectionality. In the „Zentralla-
bor“ laboratory for language experi-
ments, the Linguistics section spans 
all relevant departments and works 
together closely with the Leibniz Cen-
tre for General Linguistics (ZAS). The 
section of English didactics is linked 
to the Professional School of Educa-
tion and cooperates with the Centre 
for Educational Research.

WEBSITE
angl.hu-berlin.de/
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Department of  
Romance Studies

Department of English and 
American Studies

Research highlights 2019-2020
Between 2019 and 2020, a major generational change has taken place, which 
has led to an increase in third-party funding as well as an expansion of interna-
tionalisation. Many new collaborations have been established (including with 
France, Spain, Argentina and Switzerland), the results of which will be visible 
in the coming years. With the Research Training Group module, the Depart-
ment has been participating in the CRC 1412 project “Register” since 2019. The 
cooperation with the cultural institutes of the Romance-speaking countries, 
with the lectorates being very active, opens up access to a wider audience.

Main research topics
Literary Studies is firmly oriented towards cultural studies and interacts with 
disciplines such as geography, sociology, psychology, philosophy, among others; 
Linguistics is characterised above all by its consideration of the structural and 
socio-historical factors of language change as well as dialectal and communica-
tive variation; Didactics, which is already configured as multilingual, is con-
stantly confronted with transculturality and inclusion. These perspectives are 
closely intertwined and collectively attest to the interdisciplinarity of Romance 
Studies at Humboldt-Universität.

Research highlights 2019-2020
Third-party funded projects in literature and cultural studies such as “Revis-
ualising Intersectionality” (Volkswagen Foundation), “Liminal Whiteness” and 
“Shame as a Performative Narrative Affect” (both DFG) highlight the topics of 
identity construction and intersectionality.

The area of English didactics developed innovative projects and cooperations 
in the area of didactics and methodology of bilingual teaching (CLIL) and multi-
lingualism research (ENROPE) (both Erasmus+). 

In the CRC 1412 “Register”, all professors of English linguistics have been 
jointly researching the situational adaptation of linguistic knowledge since 2019.

Main research topics
Research in literary and cultural studies focuses on cultural practices and 
discursive configurations of the self, on forms of knowledge transfer and on 
theory formation in postcolonial, queer, trans and gender studies with a focus on 
intersectionality research.

Linguistic research covers syntax, semantics and pragmatics in theoretical as 
well as computational linguistics, experimental pragmatics and topics in empiri-
cal English linguistics.

The main topics of didactic research are multilingualism in English teaching, 
bilingual teaching and “conceptual thought” as a link between linguistic and 
content-related learning in foreign language teaching.

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

91T€9

1

0

1.21.2 0.930.93
1.11.1 1.11.1 0.820.82

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

73T€4.8

1

0

0.150.15
0.030.03 0.050.05

0.280.28
0.350.35

Faculty of Language, Literature and HumanitiesFaculty of Language, Literature and Humanities

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Boesenberg, E. (2020). Michelle Obama and the Power of Representation. In 
J. Nitz & A. R. Schäfer (Eds.), Women and US Politics: Historical and Contem-
porary Perspectives (pp. 125–142). Winter.

2 Egg, M. (2020). To Those Walking in the Footsteps of the Faith: Deliberate 
Metaphor in the Pauline Epistles. In C. Di Biase-Dyson & M. Egg (Eds.), 
Drawing Attention to Metaphor: Case Studies Across Time Periods, Cultures and 
Modalities (pp. 229–262). Benjamins.

3 Kindinger, E. (2019). “I Want My City Back!”: The Boundaries of the Katrina 
Diaspora. In Z. Vernon (Ed.), Ecocriticism and the Future of Southern Studies 
(pp. 174–187). Louisiana State University Press.

4 Koch-Rein, A., Haschemi Yekani, E., & Verlinden, J. J. (Eds.). (2020). Repre-
senting Trans [Special issue]. European Journal of English Studies, 24(1).

5 Liu, M., König, P., & Mueller, J. L. (2019). Novel ERP Evidence for Processing 
Differences Between Negative and Positive Polarity Items in German. Fron-
tiers in Psychology, 10, 376.

6 Schmenk, B., Breidbach, S., & Küster, L. (Eds.). (2018). Sloganization in Lan-
guage Education Discourse: Conceptual Thinking in the Age of Academic Market-
ization. Multilingual Matters.

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Bouzouita, M. (2020). Contact-Induced Language Change in Spanish. In A. 
Grant (Ed.), The Oxford Handbook of Language Contact (pp. 388–409). Oxford 
University Press.

2 Dünne, J. (2019). Kosmogramme: Geohistorische Skalierungen romanischer 
Literaturen. August.

3 Guthmüller, M., & Schmidt-Hannisa, H.-W. (Eds.). (2020). Das nächtliche 
Selbst: Traumwissen und Traumkunst im Jahrhundert der Psychologie – Band II: 
1900–1950. Wallstein.

4 Mayer, C. O. (2020). Praxisphasen in der Ausbildung romanischer Fremd-
sprachenlehrender: Eine Handreichung. Schäfer.

5 Ubbidiente, R. (2019). Eduardo De Filippos Theaterwerk zwischen Zelebration 
der neapolitanischen Populärkultur und Dramatisierung eines kriegsbedingten 
Familienwandels. Königshausen & Neumann.

6 Waltereit, R. (2020). Parallels Between the Negative Cycle and the Rise 
of Interrogative Marking in French. Journal of Historical Pragmatics, 21(2), 
263–288.
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HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Roland Meyer

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
Sections:

East Slavic Literatures and Cultures 
(ELC), Prof. Dr. Susanne Frank

West Slavic Literatures and Cultures 
(WLC), Prof. Dr. Alfrun Kliems

Junior professorship West Slavic Litera-
tures and Cultures, vacant, represent-
ed by Dr. Manuel Ghilarducci until  
31 March 2023

Hungarian Literature and Culture 
(HL), Prof. Dr. Csongor Lőrincz

South Slavic Languages and Cultures 
(SL), Prof. Dr. Christian Voß

East Slavic Languages (EL), Prof. Dr. 
Luka Szucsich

West Slavic Languages (WL), Prof. Dr. 
Roland Meyer

Didactics of Russian (DR), Prof. Dr. 
Anka Bergmann

WEBSITE
https://www.slawistik.hu-berlin.de/ 
en/home

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Ulrich Schmitzer

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The department consists of four 
divisions with five professorships: 
Latin Studies (C4/W3 and W1: U. 
Schmitzer, L. Cordes), Greek Studies 
(W3: M. Asper), Didactics of Ancient 
Languages (W2: S. Kipf), Classics 
and History of Science (W3, AvH 
professorship: Ph. van der Eijk). The 
library was transferred to the „Jacob-
und-Wilhelm-Grimm-Zentrum“ in 
2009, while the specialised didactic 
collection has remained at the De-
partment. In addition, the Calder 
Library in the history of science has 
been donated and is under the insti-
tute‘s own administration. The de-
partment houses marble busts and 
paintings of important professors of 
the 19th and 20th centuries. 

WEBSITE
klassphil.hu-berlin.de/en/ 
department-of-classics
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Department of Slavic and 
Hungarian Studies

Department of  
Classical Philology

Research highlights 2019-2020
 Collaborative projects: EXC 2020: “(Post-)Soviet Literary Cosmopolis” 
(Frank); DFG-FOR “RUEG”: “Nominal Morphosyntax and Word Order in 
Heritage Russian Across Majority Languages” (Szucsich/Gagarina); CRC 
1412 “Register”: “‘Expressive’ Dislocation and Register in Czech and Russian” 
(Meyer/Szucsich)
 Individual projects: “Tracing Patterns of Contact and Change” (Meyer, 
Volkswagen Foundation); “Migration and Cultural Transfer Between 
Germany and the Albanian Western Balkans” (Voß, BMBF); 3 x DFG 
Temporary position (Belarusian Literature – Ananka; Eastern Europ. 
Animation – Rogoff; Definiteness – Šimík)
 Interdisciplinary Centres: Head of Crossing Borders (Voß); Educational 
Research (Bergmann)

Main research topics
 Transregional perspectives: Soviet and world literature in cultural history 
(imperial history) (ELC); Underground in Central/Eastern Europe [CEE] (ELC, 
WLC)
 Nation Building in CEE and the Western Balkans (ELC, WLC, SL)
 Multilingualism & Migration: Transnational & translingual literature (ELC, 
WLC, HL); Migration, Diaspora, Multiculturalism (SL); Grammatical 
innovations (EL, WL); Languages of origin (DR, EL, WL, SL)
 Language system: Grammar, Pragmatics & Intonation (WL); Register & 
Syntax (EL, WL); Sentence linkages (EL); Teaching materials and 
competences in the teaching profession (DR); Linguistic mediality (HL)
 Digital Humanities and Corpus Linguistics (DR, ELC, EL, WL, SL)

Research highlights 2019-2020
The appointment of L. Cordes in 2019 has strengthened the Department’s com-
petence in cultural studies and literary theory. Her Feodor Lynen Fellowship for 
a one-year stay in Cambridge demonstrates the external recognition. O. Over-
wien’s Habilitation 2020 showed how the Syrian-Arab region shaped Western 
Europe through the transmission of ancient knowledge. Ph. van der Eijk’s 
Chronoi project “Time and Time Awareness in Ancient Medicine” brought 
many international guests and fellows to Berlin. M. Asper played a leading role 
in the development of an application for a Cluster of Excellence in antiquity.

Main research topics
The common interest is the history, theory and transmission of knowledge of 
ancient literature, culture and science, as well as their post-ancient reception 
and transformation. This is particularly evident in the treatment of Greek 
scientific literature, Hellenistic poetry, classical and late ancient Latin literature, 
the history of ancient medicine, the history of ancient language teaching and 
the search for language-sensitive Latin teaching as well as Digital Classics.  
Other important activities include involvement in university politics (Dean’s 
Office, Academic Senate) and professional politics (“Deutscher Altphilologen-
verband”), as well as involvement in academic associations (“Berliner  
Antike-Kolleg”, Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities).

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

88T€4

1

0

0.410.41
0.260.26

0.370.37 0.390.39 0.350.35

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

80T€7

1

0

0.510.51 0.480.48

0.710.71
0.570.57 0.560.56

Faculty of Language, Literature and HumanitiesFaculty of Language, Literature and Humanities

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Cordes, L. (2020). Wenn Fiktionen Fakten schaffen. Faktuales und fiktionales 
Erzählen in den spätantiken Panegyrici Latini. In D. Breitenwischer, H.-M. 
Häger, & J. Menninger (Eds.), Faktuales und fiktionales Erzählen II: Geschichte 
– Medien – Praktiken (pp. 31–56). Ergon.

2 Coughlin, S., Leith, D., & Lewis, O. (Eds.). (2020). The Concept of Pneuma 
after Aristotle. Edition Topoi.

3 Kipf, S. (2020). Altsprachlicher Unterricht in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland: 
Historische Entwicklung, didaktische Konzepte und methodische Grundfragen 
von der Nachkriegszeit bis zum Ende des 20. Jahrhunderts (Reprint of the first 
edition from 2006.). Propylaeum.

4 Overwien, O. (2019). Medizinische Lehrwerke aus dem spätantiken Alexandria: 
Die Tabulae Vindobonenses und Summaria Alexandrinorum zu Galens De sectis. 
De Gruyter.

5 Schmitzer, U. (2020). Pygmalions Traum – oder: Ovid schafft einen neuen 
Mythos. Gymnasium, 127(5), 441–464.

6 van der Eijk, P. (2020). Galen on Soul, Mixture and Pneuma. In B. Inwood & 
J. Warren (Eds.), Body and Soul in Hellenistic Philosophy (pp. 62–88). Cam-
bridge University Press.

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Fleischer, J. et al. (Eds.). (2020). Deutsch und seine Kontaktsprachen in der Do-
kumentation der Wenker-Materialien. Georg Olms. [therein: Hammel, R. Das 
Polnische und Kaschubische in der Fragebogenerhebung Georg Wenkers 
(413–474); Meyer, R. Die tschechischen Wenkerbögen (535–572); Szucsich, L. 
Die burgenlandkroatischen Wenkerbögen (569–595)]

2 Gehrke, B., & McNally, L. (2019). Idioms and the Syntax/Semantics Interface 
of Descriptive Content vs. Reference. Linguistics, 57(4), 769–814.

3 Ghilarducci, M. (2019). Subjekte, Sprachgewalt, Hegemonie: Sprachreflexion in 
der deutschen und russischen Gegenwartsprosa. Harrassowitz.

4 Halász, H., & Lörincz, C. (Eds.). (2019). Sprachmedialität: Verflechtungen von 
Sprach- und Medienbegriffen. transcript.

5 Wasserscheidt, P. (2019). Sovpadenie? Frame Manipulation with Bare 
Nouns. Russian Linguistics, 43(3), 231–248.

6 Zuchewicz, K., & Szucsich, L. (2020). Generalized Incrementality: The 
Veridicality Property of Clause-Embedding Reveal-Type Predicates in Polish. 
Proceedings of Sinn und Bedeutung, 24(2), 521–538.
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DEAN 2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Daniel Klapper

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
•  20 “W3”-professorships (10 of which 

in business administration and 10 in 
economics)

•  13 “W1”-professorships (4 of which 
are tenure-track)

•  3 “S”-professorships (with DIW 
Berlin and RWI - Leibniz Institute 
for Economic Research) and one 
endowed professorship

Due to the close networking with 
six economic research institutions 
in Berlin and Potsdam within 
the framework of the Berlin 
School of Economics (BSE), 
due to numerous national and 
international cooperations and due 
to the establishment of departmental 
structures, the Faculty is able 
to operate on an internationally 
competitive level in research and the 
promotion of young academics.

 
WEBSITE
wiwi.hu-berlin.de/en/mainpage

Research highlights 2019-2020
 Acquisition of the CRC-Transregio 266 “Accounting for Transparency” (with 
the Universities of Paderborn and Mannheim, among others)
 Continuation and coordination of the CRC-Transregio 190 “Rationality and 
Competition” (with LMU Munich and others)
 Continuation of the Berlin Center for Consumer Policies (BCCP)
 Acquisition of the Emmy Noether Group “Regression Models Beyond the 
Mean – A Bayesian Approach to Machine Learning” by Nadja Klein
 Foundation of the Berlin School of Economics (BSE, programme for 
early-career researchers in economics in Berlin and Potsdam)

Main research topics
The research profile of the Faculty includes the classic core areas of business 
administration and economics as well as quantitative methods from the fields 
of econometrics, statistics and data science. The profile is complemented by 
research foci on, for example, the effects of transparency on economic process-
es, the deviation of rational decision-making behaviour in economic processes, 
mechanisms of new types of financing, economic principles of digitalised 
markets and implications of behavioural economics for explaining current 
economic processes, such as sustainability.

Faculty of Economics and Business Administration
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DEPARTMENT PROFILES

1 Faculty of Economics and  
Business Administration

2 Faculty of Law

3 Faculty of Theology

4 Central Institute Professional  
School of Education

5 Central Institute Centre for British Studies

6  Central Institute Hermann von Helmholtz- 
Zentrum für Kulturtechnik (without profile)

6
Mono-Faculties  
& Central Institutes

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

209T€20.2

6

4

2

0

3.03.0
2.52.5 2.52.5

3.23.2

4.24.2

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Adam, T. R., Burg, V., Scheinert, T., & Streitz, D. (2020). Managerial Biases 
and Debt Contract Design: The Case of Syndicated Loans. Management 
Science, 66(1), 352–375.

2 Bruche, M., Malherbe, F., & Meisenzahl, R. R. (2020). Pipeline Risk in Lever-
aged Loan Syndication. The Review of Financial Studies, 33(12), 5660–5705.

3 Gabel, S., Guhl, D., & Klapper, D. (2019). P2V-MAP: Mapping Market 
Structures for Large Retail Assortments. Journal of Marketing Research, 56(4), 
557–580.

4 Klein, N., Herwartz, H., & Kneib, T. (2020). Modelling Regional Patterns of 
Inefficiency: A Bayesian Approach to Geoadditive Panel Stochastic Frontier 
Analysis with an Application to Cereal Production in England and Wales. 
Journal of Econometrics, 214(2), 513–539.

5 Kocherlakota, N. R., & Song, Y. (2019). Public Goods with Ambiguity in Large 
Economies. Journal of Economic Theory, 182, 218–246.

6 Prantl, S., & Spitz-Oener, A. (2020). The Impact of Immigration on Com-
peting Natives’ Wages: Evidence from German Reunification. The Review of 
Economics and Statistics, 102(1), 79–97.
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DEAN 2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Martin Heger, 
Prof. Dr. Dr. Stefan Grundmann

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Faculty of Law builds on the 
three traditionally important aca-
demic pillars for law and legal stud-
ies – civil law, public law and criminal 
law. In addition to the examination 
programme and the European Law 
School, it offers several Master’s pro-
grammes for international students. 
It maintains close contacts, especial-
ly with the law faculties of numerous 
capital city universities in Europe. 
Approximately sixty doctorates and 
2–3 habilitations are completed an-
nually. The Berlin Studies in Jewish 
Law, which have been in existence 
for over twenty years, are a Europe-
an-wide speciality. 

WEBSITE
rewi.hu-berlin.de/en/index.htm
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Research highlights 2019-2020
International projects on sources from the Egyptian Elephantine are being 
successfully continued in cooperation with the Neues Museum. A fellowship 
at the Einstein Center Chronoi dealt with the topics of understanding time 
and ancient Christianity. The international network “Religious Communities 
and Sustainable Development”, funded by the Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development, organised the panel “Re-Shaping Development 
– African Initiated Christianity’s Contribution to Decolonizing Development” 
at the GloPent 2020 conference and a survey on “Religious Leaders’ Perspec-
tives on Corona”. In 2019, the first Summer School “Religion and Culture” took 
place on the topic “State without God – Society with Gods?”.

Main research topics
Research at the Faculty of Theology is based on three pillars: a traditional 
strength in source editions – the foundation of all historical work –; worldwide 
international cooperation, with a focus on Southern Africa in addition to the 
West and Eastern Europe, but also with researchers in Asia and South America; 
and knowledge transfer, e. g. through the Berlin Institute for Public Theology. 
A traditional research focus is on the ancient world, including the Ancient Near 
East. Research on diversity in the past and present has established itself as a 
second centre.

Faculty of Theology

Research highlights 2019-2020
In 2019/20, projects carried out by several faculty members as PIs were ap-
proved and established at the faculty, in particular the DFG Research Training 
Group 2483 “Dynamic Integration – Law in-between Harmonisation and Plu-
rality in Europe (DynamInt)” as currently the only DFG-RTG with a legal focus, 
as well as the IRI Law & Society as the sixth Integrative Research Institute of 
the Humboldt-Universität under the leadership of the Faculty (together with 
the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences). The DFG Centre for Advanced 
Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences KFOR 2235 “The International Rule 
of Law – Rise or Decline?” led by Prof. Nolte until 9/2019 was successfully 
extended.

Main research topics
Since 2004, the Faculty of Law has consistently dedicated itself to three main 
profiles, which have guided both the appointment policy and the research 
projects ever since: Internationality, Interdisciplinarity and Practical Relevance. 
Currently, almost all professorships at the faculty have international connec-
tions, which are reflected in the network of the European Law School, for ex-
ample, and are also involved in basic subjects such as history of law, philosophy 
of law, sociology of law, legal theory, comparative law, economic analysis of law 
or law and religion. Thanks to the IRI Law & Society, there are close contacts 
with various other faculties and central institutes as well as with the BUA.

Faculty of Law

DEAN 2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. mult.  
Christoph Markschies, 
Prof. Dr. Markus Witte

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE

The faculty consists of twelve profes-
sorships since an endowed professor-
ship for Jewish-Christian relations was 
filled in spring 2020. The interplay of 
historically oriented (exegesis of the 
Old Testament, New Testament, his-
tory of Christianity) and contemporary 
subjects (systematic theology, ethics, 
practical theology, intercultural theol-
ogy and religious studies) characteris-
es the faculty. In this way, historically 
based contemporary orientation and 
future perspectives are imparted. Since 
1960, the affiliated institute Church and 
Judaism has been involved in research 
and knowledge transfer; other institutes 
were added later. 

 
WEBSITE
theologie.hu-berlin.de/de

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

120T€11.1

2

0

1.31.3 1.31.3 1.31.3 1.31.3 1.31.3

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

194T€19.3

6

4

2

0

1.91.9 1.91.9
2.82.8

3.63.6 3.73.7

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Becker, J. (2019). Zwischen kultureller Überlegenheit und universaler Men-
schlichkeit: Selbstverständnisse europäischer Christinnen und Christen im 
Kontakt mit den „Anderen“ im 19. Jahrhundert. In M. Meyer-Blanck & I. Han-
ita (Eds.), Christentum und Europa: XVI. Europäischer Kongress für Theologie 
(10.–13. September 2017 in Wien) (pp. 474–497). Evangelische Verlagsanstalt.

2 Höhne, F., & Meireis, T. (Eds.). (2020). Religion and Neo-Nationalism in 
Europe. Nomos.

3 Joas, H. (2020). Im Bannkreis der Freiheit: Religionstheorie nach Hegel und 
Nietzsche. Suhrkamp.

4 Metzler, K. (Eds. & Transl.). (2020). Prokop von Gaza: Eclogarum in libros 
historicos Veteris Testamenti epitome. Teil 2: Der Exoduskommentar. De Gruyter.

5 Schmid, K., & Schröter, J. (2019). Die Entstehung der Bibel: Von den ersten 
Texten zu den heiligen Schriften. C.H. Beck.

6 Slenczka, N. (2020). Theologie der reformatorischen Bekenntnisschriften: Ein-
heit und Anspruch. Evangelische Verlagsanstalt.

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Crémer, J., de Montjoye, Y. A., & Schweitzer, H. (2019). Competition Policy for 
the Digital Era: Final Report. European Commission. Directorate General for 
Competition.

2 Dann, P., Riegner, M., & Bönnemann, M. (Eds.). (2020). The Global South 
and Comparative Constitutional Law. Oxford University Press.

3 Hörnle, T., Möllers, C., & Wagner, G. (Eds.). (2020). Gerichte und ihre Äquiva-
lente. Nomos.

4 Kaiser, A.-B. (2020). Ausnahmeverfassungsrecht. Mohr Siebeck.

5 Ruffert, M. (2020). Law of Administrative Organization of the EU: A Compara-
tive Approach. Edward Elgar.

6 Werle, G., & Jeßberger, F. (2020). Völkerstrafrecht (5. Ed.). Mohr Siebeck.

humboldt-universität zu berlin  49

https://www.rewi.hu-berlin.de/en/index.htm
https://www.theologie.hu-berlin.de/de


50 RESEARCH REPORT 2019-2020

Research highlights 2019-2020
These highlights include research on the implications of Brexit, intensified 
cooperation with the University of Oxford, including the introduction of an an-
nual Oxford-Berlin Lecture, a public lecture series on the relationship between 
Ireland and Northern Ireland, and the adoption of the “Model Rules on Online 
Platforms”, co-supervised by the GBZ, by the European Law Institute.

Main research topics
In the year of its 25th anniversary (2020), a particular focus of the GBZ’s 
research was on the manifold consequences of Brexit within the framework of 
the international Berlin-Britain Research Network, which is run by the GBZ. 
Another focus was on legal aspects of the platform economy (in cooperation 
with the European Law Institute). The activities of the Culture/Literature 
department focused on the literary “Myth of Berlin” founded by British 
authors, also with regard to the promotion of early-career researchers. In 
addition, an international research project funded by the DFG on the German-
British lawyer F.A. Mann was launched at the GBZ in 2020.

Central Institute Centre for British Studies

Research highlights 2019-2020
In 2019, the interdisciplinary large-scale project “FDQI-HU” (“Fachdidak-
tische Qualifizierung für Inklusion”, funded by the BMBF) entered its second 
funding period and is dedicated in a special way to the so-called STEM subjects 
of biology, mathematics and physics. The focus is on developing transferable 
concepts and models for inclusion-oriented teacher training in didactics.  
Finally, research at PSE since 2020 has been concerned with the direct effects 
of the COVID-19 pandemic on school teaching and learning.

Main research topics
The PSE’s research topics in the reporting period relate to contexts of school 
learning and teaching, especially with regard to linguistic heterogeneity and 
diversity as well as inclusion. Since 2020, research on the impact of distance 
education during the COVID-19 pandemic has also been added. In 2020, the 
junior professorship for inclusion and participation in the context of schools 
was filled with the appointment of Prof. Pozas. As part of its tasks in the area 
of Third Mission, the PSE promotes the transfer of knowledge to schools via 
mentoring qualifications

Central Institute Professional School of Education

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Christiane Eisenberg

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The interdisciplinary Centre for British 
Studies (GBZ) consists of three depart-
ments, each headed by a professor: 

•  History and Society

•  Law, Economy and Politics

•  Culture and Literature

The three professorships build bridges 
between the Faculty of Arts and Hu-
manities, the Faculty of Law and the 
Faculty of Language, Literature and 
Humanities. In this disciplinary range 
of “British Studies”, the GBZ is unique 
in Germany. Close links exist in par-
ticular with the University of Oxford. 
In addition to research and teaching 
(Master of Arts in British Studies), the 
GBZ considers public events to be its 
third pillar. 

 
WEBSITE
gbz.hu-berlin.de/

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2019/2020
Prof. Dr. Detlef Pech, 
Prof. Dr. Stephan Breidbach

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
As a central institute, the Professional 
School of Education (PSE) combines 
academic cross-sectional topics and 
common tasks in teacher education 
at Humboldt-Universität in teaching 
and research and represents the uni-
versity in the committees for teacher 
education of the Berlin Senate. Its 
main research areas include

•  Language education – Prof. Dr. 
Beate Lütke

•  Inclusion and participation in 
the context of schools – Prof. Dr. 
Marcela Pozas

•  Design-based Research  
(currently vacant)

 
WEBSITE
pse.hu-berlin.de/en/ 
institute/institute

Third-party funding 
expenditure by pro-
fessor in 2020 (HU 
in total Ø 317T€)

Professorships   
in 2020 (HU in 
total 346)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

60T€3

1

0
0.0030.003 0.0650.065 0.0230.023 0.0480.048

0.180.18

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

THIRD-PARTY FUNDING EXPENDI-
TURE 2016-2020 IN MILLION EUR

1

0

0.350.35

0.650.65 0.670.67

0.510.51
0.400.40

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Busch, C., Dannemann, G., Schulte-Nölke, H., Wiewiórowska-Domagalska, 
A., & Zoll, F. (Eds.). (2019). Discussion Draft of a Directive on Online Intermedi-
ary Platforms: Commentary. Jagiellonian University Press.

2 Chiocchetti, P., & Allemand, F. (Eds.). (2020). Competitiveness and Solidarity 
in the European Union: Interdisciplinary Perspectives. Routledge.

3 Dannemann, G., König, C., & Stamm, F. (Eds.). (2020). The Correspondence 
of Frederick Alexander Mann (1907–1991). British Institute of International and 
Comparative Law.

4 Dannemann, G., Schulze, R., & Watson, J. (Eds.). (2020). German Civil Code. 
Volume 1: Books 1–3: §§ 1–1296. C.H. Beck.

5 Fischer, J., & Stedman, G. (Eds.). (2020). Imagined Economies – Real Fictions: 
New Perspectives on Economic Thinking in Great Britain. transcript.

6 Guderjan, M., Mackay, H., & Stedman, G. (2020). Contested Britain: Brexit, 
Austerity and Agency. Bristol University Press.

Important publications 2019-2020

1 Dubiel, S., Paetsch, J., & Lütke, B. (2019). Evaluationsergebnisse einer 
Fortbildung für Seminar- und Fachleitungen im Bereich sprachsensiblen 
Fachunterrichts: Selbsteingeschätzte Kompetenz, Zufriedenheit und Transfer. 
In B. Ahrenholz, S. Jeuk, B. Lütke, J. Paetsch, & H. Roll (Eds.), Fachunterricht, 
Sprachbildung und Sprachkompetenzen (pp. 339–356). De Gruyter.

2 Frohn, J. (2020). Bildungsbenachteiligung im Ausnahmezustand: Ergebnisse 
einer Lehrkräftebefragung zur Verschärfung von Bildungsbenachteiligung 
im Lehren und Lernen auf Distanz. PraxisForschungLehrer*innenBildung. 
Zeitschrift für Schul- und Professionsentwicklung., 2(6), 59–83.

3 Frohn, J., Brodesser, E., Moser, V., & Pech, D. (Eds.). (2019). Inklusives Lehren 
und Lernen. Allgemein- und fachdidaktische Grundlagen. Klinkhardt.

4 Pozas, M., Letzel, V., & Schneider, C. (2021). ‘Homeschooling in Times of 
Corona’: Exploring Mexican and German Primary School Students’ and 
Parents’ Chances and Challenges During Homeschooling. European Journal 
of Special Needs Education, 36(1), 35–50.

5 Rödel, L., & Simon, T. (Eds.). (2019). Inklusive Sprach(en)bildung: Ein interd-
isziplinärer Blick auf das Verhältnis von Inklusion und Sprachbildung. Klinkhardt.

6 Saunders, C., Werner, T., Helmbold, B., & Schart, M. (2020). Praxiserkundun-
gen als Ansatz für Forschendes Lernen im Bereich Deutsch als Fremd- und 
Zweitsprache. Zeitschrift für Hochschulentwicklung, 15(2), 101–124.
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Faculty of Arts and Humanities    
7,640,188.73

Faculty of Law    
3,735,712.94

Berlin Institute for Islamic Theology   
600,741.85

Faculty of Life Sciences   
21,362,796.94

Faculty of Language, Literature and Humanities    
6,500,330.26

Faculty of Theology    
1,328,187.75

Central Institute Professional School of Education   
401,474.62

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences    
13,924,721.34

Faculty of Economics and Business Administration    
4,217,524.18

Central Institute Hermann von Helmholtz-Zentrum für Kulturtechnik   
988,237.04

Institute for Catholic Theology   
290,515.18

Central Institute Centre for British Studies   
180,732.89

Percentage difference from previous year: +8.19%

Percentage difference from previous year: -10.45%

Percentage difference from previous year: -0.94%

Percentage difference from previous year: +16.36%

Percentage difference from previous year: +18.53%

Percentage difference from previous year: +33.22%

Percentage difference from previous year: +2.60%

Percentage difference from previous year: -0.85%

Percentage difference from previous year: +83.11%

Percentage difference from previous year: –

Percentage difference from previous year: -21.92%

Percentage difference from previous year: –

Percentage difference from previous year: +276.34%

Third-party funding expenditure by faculties  
and departments in 2020 in EURO

Research in numbers
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Distribution: Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences 

Distribution: Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Distribution: Faculty of Language, Literature and Humanities

Distribution: Faculty of Life Sciences

Distribution: Faculty of Arts and Humanities

Department of Musicology and Media Studies 5.13 %

Department of Slavic and Hungarian Studies 8.62 %

Center for Transdisciplinary Gender Studies 1.64 %

Centre for Jewish Studies Berlin-Brandenburg 0.37 %

Department of Art and Visual History 5.35 %

Department of English and American Studies 12.59 %

Department of Physics 46.90 %

Department of Sport Science 4.17 %

Department of Cultural History and Theory 3.44 %

Department of Romance Studies 5.42 %

Centre for Rural Development 2.92 %

Department of Library and Information Science 14.68 %

Department of Mathematics 6.44 %

Department of Social Sciences 36.79 %

Department of Education Studies 15.33 %

Department of Northern European Studies 4.36 %

Department of Psychology 12.12 %

Department of European Ethnology 24.03 %

Department of Computer Science 16.77 %

Department of Rehabilitation Sciences 11.51 %

Department of Classical Philology 5.40 %

Department of Asian and African Studies 12.77 %

Department of German Studies and Linguistics 32.85 %

Department of Biology 54.40 %

Department of History 35.09 %

Department of Geography 11.02 %

Department of Archaeology 3.51 %

Department of German Literature 30.76 %

Albrecht Daniel Thaer Institute 30.52 %

Department of Philosophy 26.20 %

Department of Chemistry 18.88 %

Faculty of Math. and Nat. Sciences  
28,116,873.46
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PROjECTS

EXCELLENCE 
ALLIANCE   
BERLIN
UNIVERSITY 
ALLIANCE 
(BUA)

humboldt-universität zu berlin  57

The Berlin University Alliance (BUA) is funded as an 
excellence alliance under the Excellence Strategy of the 
German federal and state governments and is support-
ed by four institutions: Freie Universität Berlin, Hum-
boldt-Universität zu Berlin, Technische Universität Ber-
lin, and Charité –Universitätsmedizin Berlin. 

The successful partners in the two funding lines “Clus-
ters of Excellence” and “Universities of Excellence” have 
set themselves the goal of jointly creating an integrated 
research environment in Berlin that transcends discipli-
nary and institutional boundaries. Funding for the clus-
ters has begun on 1 January 2019, and for the excellence 
network on 1 November 2019.

INFO
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PROjECTS

humboldt-universität zu berlin  59

Since funding for the Berlin University Alliance started on 1 November 2019, 
several competitive procedures in the field of research have been published 
in which HU researchers were successful. The first calls for proposals in 
2019 and 2020 focused on the Grand Challenges “Social Cohesion” and 
“Global Health”. Given the occasion, special attention was paid to pandemic 
research. Another focus was on strengthening research cooperation with 
the international partners of the Berlin network.

Grand Challenges

Research projects linked to the internationalisation  
strategy of the Berlin University Alliance

Social Cohesion

Global Health

Funded HU projects Pre-Call 2019

Funded HU projects/projects with 
HU participation Main Call 2020

20 / 55

6 / 6

Funded HU projects/projects with 
HU participation BCGE Call 2020

10 / 17

The Berlin University Alliance is dedicating an initial stage 
of the Grand Challenge Initiative to the discussion of so-
cial cohesion. Both a descriptive and normative term, so-
cial cohesion has been at the center of vigorous debates on 
democracy, the future of technology and industry, diversity, 
heritage, migration, social and economic transformation, 
environmental and resource conflicts, digital spaces, re-
sistance, resilience, health and much more.

The Berlin University Alliance has joint strategic partnerships with the leading universities worldwide such as the Univer-
sity of Oxford, the University of Melbourne, and the National University of Singapore while also promoting cooperative 
research initiatives with the “Global South”*. HU researchers have successfully submitted applications in various calls.

The Laws of Social Cohesion (LSC) – On 
the Importance of Law for the Democratic 
Design of Social Cohesion

HU LEAD APPLICANTS:   
Prof. Dr. Silvia von Steinsdorff (Department of Social  
Sciences) and Prof. Dr. Anna-Bettina Kaiser (Faculty of Law)

FUNDING PERIOD: October 2020 to December 2023

The interdisciplinary project LSC examines how exactly 
the law promotes social cohesion, where the limits of its 
integrative capacity lie and to what extent it might even 
endanger social cohesion. In this context, law is not only 
understood as a framework for or as a result of political and 
economic negotiation, but rather as a social practice that 
actively shapes social coexistence.

https://www.laws-of-social-cohesion.de 

Getting Things Done in a City on Hold. How 
Sars-Cov-2 Affected Practices of Urban Care

HU LEAD APPLICANTS:   
Prof. Dr. Talja Blokland  
(Department of Social Sciences)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2020 to December 2021

What, when we cannot go to our favorite places and meet 
people like we usually do, as under COVID-19 restrictions? 
This project measures lockdown effects on sociability and 
(trans)local networks by a big online survey for residents of 
Berlin.

https://corona.hu-berlin.de

Coronavirus Pre-Exploration Project

HU LEAD APPLICANTS:   
Prof. Dr. Christian Hackenberger (Department of Chemistry), 
Prof. Dr. Dirk Brockmann, Prof. Dr. Andreas Herrmann (both 
Department of Biology)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2020 to December 2021

The extensive alliance project, funded with a total of 1.8 
million EUR lays the foundation for diverse and comprehen-
sive research on the SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus in Berlin. The 
participating researchers are investigating, among other 
things, potential active substances, the development of vac-
cine approaches, and possible health policy consequences 
of the coronavirus pandemic.

https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/

commitments/grand-challenge-initiatives/global-

health/pre-exploration-project/index.html 

Third World Approaches to International Criminal Law (TWAIL)

HU LEAD APPLICANTS:  
Prof. Dr. Florian Jeßberger (Faculty of Law)

FUNDING PERIOD: October 2020 to December 2021

This project, which brings together scholars and practitioners from the Global  
South and North, builds on critical perspectives on international (criminal) law,  
which accentuate the continued marginalization of peoples of the Global South  
in the postcolonial constellation. The project aims to add a novel dimension to  
this South-North conversation: the question of criminal responsibility for crimes 
under international law.

https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/commitments/international/bcge/

project-list-2020/international-criminal-justice/index.html

Funded HU projects/ 
projects with HU participation5 / 12

Funded HU projects/projects with 
HU participation Oxford Call 2019

10 / 29

Oxford Berlin Training Alliance for Quantitative 
Neurobiology (BOTAQN)

HU LEAD APPLICANTS:  
Prof. Dr. Susanne Schreiber (Department of Biology)

FUNDING PERIOD: November 2019 to December 2020

This training alliance between Oxford and Berlin provides a unique 
opportunity to combine the specific strengths of the Bernstein 
Center for Computational Neuroscience Berlin (BCCN Berlin) and 
the Neuroscience graduate programmes in Oxford to give young 
researchers in the neurosciences a deep and broad education in 
basic neuroscience, but with a fresh quantitative spin.

https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/commitments/

international/oxford/research/project-list-2018/index.html

* The Global South is not defined as a strictly delimited geographical area, but as a designation that questions existing hierarchies in science produc-* The Global South is not defined as a strictly delimited geographical area, but as a designation that questions existing hierarchies in science produc-
tion. Accordingly, the Global South includes countries that, for various reasons often correlated with economic and political asymmetries, occupy a tion. Accordingly, the Global South includes countries that, for various reasons often correlated with economic and political asymmetries, occupy a 
marginalised position in the global production of knowledge.marginalised position in the global production of knowledge.

As part of its second Grand Challenge Initiative, the Berlin 
University Alliance is tackling the topic of global health. 
Global health combines research and practice aiming to 
improve the health of all people worldwide.

Since July 2020, a special collaborative project has been 
funded within the framework of Global Health: the coro-
navirus pre-exploration project.

In order to collect data on the consequences of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic within the framework of the Grand Chal-
lenges “Social Cohesion” and “Global Health”, the short-
term special call “Pandemic Research” was published in 
spring 2020.

https://www.laws-of-social-cohesion.de
https://corona.hu-berlin.de
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/commitments/grand-challenge-initiatives/global-health/pre-exploration-project/index.html
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/commitments/grand-challenge-initiatives/global-health/pre-exploration-project/index.html
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/commitments/grand-challenge-initiatives/global-health/pre-exploration-project/index.html
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/commitments/international/bcge/project-list-2020/international-criminal-justice/index.html
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/commitments/international/bcge/project-list-2020/international-criminal-justice/index.html
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/commitments/international/oxford/research/project-list-2018/index.html
https://www.berlin-university-alliance.de/commitments/international/oxford/research/project-list-2018/index.html


EXC 2025/1: Matters of Activity.  
Image Space Material

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Schäffner 

HU SUBPROjECT LEADERS:  

Prof. Dr. Claudia Blümle (Department of Art and Visual History), 

Professor Dr. Horst Bredekamp (Department of Art and Visual History), 

Prof. Dr. Regine Hengge (Department of Biology), Prof. Dr. Christian 

Kassung (Department of Cultural History and Theory), Prof. Dr. Sharon 

Macdonald (Department of European Ethnology), Prof. Dr. Claudia 

Mareis (Department of Cultural History and Theory), Prof. Dr. Jörg 

Niewöhner (Department of European Ethnology), Prof. Dr. John A. 

Nyakatura (Department of Biology), Prof. Dr. Jürgen P. Rabe (Department 

of Physics), Prof. Dr. Patricia Ribault, PhD (Department of Cultural 

History and Theory), Prof. Dr. Matthias Staudacher (Department of 

Physics), Prof. Dr. Joseph Vogl (Department of German Literature)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2019 to December 2025

As the successor to “Bild Wissen Gestaltung”, the cluster 
“Matters of Activity. Image Space Material” (MoA) continues 
the tradition of clusters of excellence at Humboldt-Universi-
tät. MoA aims to create a basis for a new culture of materials. 
The central vision of the Cluster is to rediscover the analog in 
the activity of images, spaces and materials in the age of the 
digital. Biology and technology, mind and material, nature 
and culture intertwine in a new way. In this context, the 
interdisciplinary research and development of sustainable 
practices and structures is a central concern in areas such as 
architecture and soft robotics, textiles, materials and digital 
filters, and surgical cutting techniques.

In six projects, more than 40 disciplines systematically in-
vestigate design strategies for active materials and structures 
that adapt to specific requirements and environments. The 
Cluster focuses on a new role of design, which is emerging 
in the context of growing diversity and the continuous de-
velopment of materials and visualization forms in all dis-
ciplines.

https://www.matters-of-activity.de/de/  

EXC 2002/1: Science of Intelligence 
(SCIoI)

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Oliver Brock (Technische Universität Berlin)

HU SUBPROjECT LEADERS:  

Prof. Dr. Rasha Abdel Rahman (Department of Psychology),  

Prof. Dr. Alan Akbik (Department of Computer Science), Prof. Dr. Marcel 

Brass (Department of Psychologie), Prof. Dr. Verena Hafner (Department 

of Computer Science), Prof. Dr. John-Dylan Haynes (Department of 

Psychology), Prof. Dr. Jens Krause (Albrecht Daniel Thaer-Institute 

of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences), Prof. Dr. Michael Pauen 

(Department of Philosophy), Prof. Dr. Niels Pinkwart (Department of 

Computer Science), Prof. Dr. Martin Rolfs (Department of Psychology), 

Dr. Pawel Romanczuk (Albrecht Daniel Thaer-Institute of Agricultural 

and Horticultural Sciences)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2019 to December 2025

Understanding intelligence as a whole is one of the great 
scientific challenges of our time. The Cluster of Excellence 
“Science of Intelligence (SCIoI)”, in which the HU Berlin 
is represented as a co-applicant institution with several sub-
projects, seeks to explore the principles shared by all forms 
of intelligence, no matter whether artificial or biological. 
The aim is to achieve this goal with the help of a synthet-
ic approach, in which all theories, insights, concepts and 
methods contribute to technological artefacts, such as robots 
or computer programmes. The interdisciplinary exchange 
made possible by this approach leads to a validation and 
linking of the research results, with due consideration of 
ethical issues. Moreover, the research results will be used to 
create new intelligent technologies that can be used to bene-
fit society in a wide range of areas. The integrated graduate 
program will play a central role in training a new generation 
of interdisciplinary intelligence researchers.

https://www.scienceofintelligence.de/  

Funded by

EXC 2046/1: Berlin Mathematics 
Research Center (MATH+)

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Michael Hintermüller (Department of Mathematics, Weierstrass 

Institute for Applied Analysis and Stochastics), Prof. Dr. Christof 

Schütte (Freie Universität Berlin), Prof. Dr. Martin Skutella (Technische 

Universität Berlin)

HU SUBPROjECT LEADERS:  

Prof. Dr. Gavril Farkas (Department of Mathematics), Prof. Dr. Edda 

Klipp (Department of Biology), Prof. Dr. Jürg Kramer (Department of 

Mathematics), Prof. Dr. Markus Reiß (Department of Mathematics),  

Prof. Dr. Caren Tischendorf (Department of Mathematics)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2019 to December 2025

MATH+ is a cross-institutional and interdisciplinary Cluster 
of Excellence. It sets out to explore and further develop new 
approaches in application-oriented mathematics. Emphasis 
is placed on mathematical principles for using ever larger 
amounts of data in life sciences and material sciences, in 
energy and network research, and in the humanities and 
social sciences.

MATH+ is funded by the German Research Foundation 
(DFG) as part of Germany’s Excellence Strategy for a first 
period of seven years as of January 2019. It is a joint project 
of the three major universities in Berlin – the Freie Univer-
sität Berlin, the Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin and the 
Technische Universität Berlin – as well as the Weierstrass 
Institute for Applied Analysis and Stochastics (WIAS) and 
the Zuse Institute Berlin (ZIB). MATH+ continues the suc-
cess stories of the renowned Matheon Research Center and 
the Excellence graduate school Berlin Mathematical School 
(BMS).

https://mathplus.de/  

EXC 2049/1: Comprehensive 
Approaches to Neurological and 
Psychiatric Disorders (NeuroCure)

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Dietmar Schmitz (Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin)

HU SUBPROjECT LEADERS:  

Prof. Dr. Michael Brecht (Department of Biology), Prof. Dr. Emmanuelle 

Charpentier, PhD (Department of Biology, Max Planck Research Unit 

for the Science of Pathogens), Prof. Dr. Isabel Dziobek (Department of 

Psychology), Prof. Dr. Peter Hegemann (Department of Biology),  

Prof. Dr. Andrew Plested (Department of Biology)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2019 to December 2025

Neurological and psychiatric disorders have become a mas-
sive burden on society as a whole. One particular challenge 
is the translation of fundamental scientific knowledge into 
clinically relevant applications. NeuroCure brings together 
25 excellent scientists from renowned Berlin research in-
stitutes. The tight interlinking between basic science and 
clinical research is designed to promote the successful de-
velopment of new therapies and diagnostic tools. The aim 
is to identify pathophysiological processes that are common 
across neurological and psychiatric disorders. The focus is 
on collaborative projects in three complementary fields of 
neuroscience research: development, homeostasis and age-
ing. NeuroCure will fast-track the implementation of scien-
tific progress in new clinical applications through its innova-
tive programmes and structures. Through these measures, 
the Cluster of Excellence aims to give Berlin an international 
leadership role in the field of translational neuroscience.

https://neurocure.de/  

HU as coordinator HU as co-applicant
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https://www.matters-of-activity.de/de/
https://www.scienceofintelligence.de/
https://mathplus.de/
https://neurocure.de/


EXC 2008/1: Unifying Systems  
in Catalysis (UniSysCat)

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Arne Thomas (Technische Universität Berlin), Prof. Dr. Matthias 

Driess (Technische Universität Berlin), Prof. Dr. Holger Dobbek 

(Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin)

HU SUBPROjECT LEADERS:  

Prof. Dr. Thomas Braun (Department of Chemistry), Prof. Dr. Holger 

Dobbek (Department of Biology), Prof. Dr. Stefan Hecht (Department  

of Chemistry), Prof. Dr. Peter Hegemann (Department of Biology),  

Prof. Dr. Janina Kneipp (Department of Chemistry), Prof. Dr. Christian 

Limberg (Department of Chemistry), Prof. Dr. Kallol Ray (Department  

of Chemistry), Dr. Matthias Schwalbe (Department of Chemistry),  

Prof. Dr. Athina Zouni (Department of Biology)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2019 to December 2025

The central scientific objective of UniSysCat is to master 
the next stage of future challenges in catalysis: how to elu-
cidate, create, and control reaction networks in chemical 
and biological catalysis at different levels of complexity in 
space and time. The systems targeted by UniSysCat cover 
various coupled catalytic and non-catalytic processes whose 
spatio-temporal correlation is essential for the functioning 
and control of the overall system. Since coupling of catalytic 
reactions requires a comprehensive understanding of the 
elementary steps as well as the nature and dynamics of the 
catalytic sites, UniSysCat’s research programme takes ad-
vantage of cutting-edge achievements of the internationally 
renowned centre for research in chemical and biological 
catalysis, Unifying Concepts in Catalysis (UniCat), includ-
ing an indispensable tailored toolbox of experimental and 
theoretical methods.

https://www.unisyscat.tu-berlin.de/  

EXC 2020/1: Temporal Communities: 
Doing Literature in a Global Perspective

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Andrew James Johnston (Freie Universität Berlin),  

Prof. Dr. Anita Traninger (Freie Universität Berlin)

HU SUBPROjECT LEADERS:  

Prof. Dr. Susanne K. Frank (Department of Slavic and Hungarian Studies), 

Prof. Dr. Eva Geulen (Department of Cultural History and Theory)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2019 to December 2025

The Cluster of Excellence 2020 “Temporal Communities: 
Doing Literature in a Global Perspective” aims to create a 
new theoretical and methodological take on literature in 
a global perspective that moves beyond the categories of 
nation and period and conceives of literature instead as a 
transcultural and transtemporal phenomenon. Based on the 
assumption that literature is a fundamentally performative 
and intermedial phenomenon, a form of social action taking 
place in complex networks of human and non-human actors, 
the Cluster studies how literature becomes global through 
its temporal entanglements. Introducing the notion of “tem-
poral communities”, the Cluster investigates the ways in 
which literature reaches out through space and time and 
establishes extensive transtemporal networks in which the 
concept of literature itself is constantly re-constituted as it 
interacts with other arts and media.

The Cluster is situated within a vibrant network of interna-
tional academic partners and local collaborators including 
universities and libraries as well as literary and artistic in-
stitutions and museums, and it combines an international 
fellowship programme with a dynamic and flexible platform 
for projects involving early career researchers, established 
scholars and international fellows from all career stages.

https://www.temporal-communities.de/index.html  

EXC 2055/1: Contestations of  
the Liberal Script (SCRIPTS)

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Tanja A. Börzel (Freie Universität Berlin),  

Prof. Dr. Michael Zürn (WZB Berlin Social Science Center)

HU SUBPROjECT LEADERS:  

Prof. Dr. Andreas Eckert (Department of Asian and African Studies),  

Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Anette Eva Fasang (Department of Social Sciences),  

Prof. Dr. Heike Klüver (Department of Social Sciences), Prof. Steffen 

Mau, PhD (Department of Social Sciences), Prof. Dr. Christoph Möllers 

(Faculty of Law)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2019 to December 2025

Some of the most severe challenges liberal democracies 
are facing today emanate from authoritarian states as well 
as from violent non-state actors who reject liberal values. 
Populist movements question the prevailing interpretation 
of liberal ideals. This is not the first time the liberal script, 
defined as ideas and institutional prescriptions on the organ-
isation of society based on the core principle of individual 
self-determination, has been contested. SCRIPTS puts the 
current contestations of the liberal model of order in a broad-
er historical, global, and comparative perspective. 

A joint initiative of eight major Berlin-based research in-
stitutes, the Cluster integrates the social sciences and area 
studies with their Western and non-Western perspectives, 
their quantitative and qualitative methods, as well as their 
generalising conceptions and local understandings. This in-
terdisciplinary approach promises to produce new answers 
to the most relevant questions of our time: why alternative 
concepts of social order are on the rise, how the current 
confrontations differ from previous versions, and what con-
sequences this has for the global challenges of our time.

https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/  

HU as participant

Funded by
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The German Research Foundation (DFG), the largest 
national research funding institution financed by the 
federal and state governments, provides interdiscipli-
nary funding for both individuals and coordinated pro-
grammes involving several researchers. 

Collaborative Research Centres (CRC)  are research 
networks established for a duration of up to twelve years 
in which researchers collaborate in subprojects on a 
common topic across the boundaries of their respective 
disciplines. The programme variant CRC/Transregio 
(TRR) allows close supraregional cooperation between 
different academic institutions.

Research Training Groups (RTG) and International Re-
search Training Groups (IRTG)  serve to promote and 
qualify early career researchers within the framework of 
a focused research programme.

Research Units (FOR)  and Centres for Advanced 
Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences, which are 
specially tailored to research in the humanities and so-
cial sciences, support the close interdisciplinary coop-
eration of several outstanding academics.

INFO



CRC 951/3: Hybrid Inorganic/Organic 
Systems (HIOS) for Opto-Electronics

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Norbert Koch (Department of Physics)

HU SUBPROjECT LEADERS:  

Prof. Dr. Stefan Hecht, Dr. Stefan Kirstein, Prof. Dr. Julia Stähler (all 

Department of Chemistry), Prof. Dr. Jürgen P. Rabe, Prof. Dr. Norbert 

Koch, Prof. Dr. Christoph Tobias Koch, Prof. Dr. Oliver Benson,  

PD Dr. Sylke Blumstengel, Prof. Dr. Kurt Busch, Prof. Dr. Claudia Draxl, 

Prof. Dr. Emil List-Kratochvil, Prof. Dr. Caterina  Cocchi, Dr. Günter Kewes 

(all Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD: July 2019 to June 2023

The ability to precisely control heterostructures made of var-
ious materials has revolutionised the electronic and optical 
technologies of the last decade. To meet the growing chal-
lenges of these key technologies, CRC 951, which was found-
ed in 2011 and is now in its third phase of funding, initiated 
a groundbreaking and comprehensive research programme 
that combines three very different classes of materials in 
hybrid inorganic/organic systems – HIOS – with the goal of 
realising improved and novel opto-electronic functionalities. 
The interdisciplinary research project unites scientists with 
complementary expertise from four universities and two 
extramural institutions.

https://www.physik.hu-berlin.de/de/sfb951  

CRC 1404/1: FONDA – Foundations  
of Workflows for Large-Scale Scientific 
Data Analysis

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Ulf Leser (Department of Computer Science)

HU SUBPROjECT LEADERS:  

Prof. Dr. Nicole Schweikardt, Prof. Dr. Matthias Weidlich, Prof. Dr. Ulf 

Leser, Prof. Dr. Lars Grunske, Prof. Dr. Henning Meyerhenke,  

Prof. Dr. Peter Eisert, Prof. Dr. Timo Kehrer, Prof. Dr. Björn Scheuermann, 

Prof. Dr. Alexander Reinefeld (all Department of Computer Science), 

Prof. Dr. Claudia Draxl, Prof. Dr. Christoph Tobias Koch (all Department of 

Physics), Prof. Dr. Patrick Hostert (Department of Geography)

FUNDING PERIOD: July 2020 to June 2024

The investigation of many current questions faced by sci-
ence is based on the evaluation of large volumes of data 
using automatic analytical tools, the interaction of which 
is determined in so-called data analysis workflows. As ever, 
the development cost for this remains very high. CRC 1404 
wants to close this gap and explore technologies, procedures 
and tools that will enable an increase in the productivity of 
scientists in the creation and application of data analysis 
workflows. The group is focused in particular on the prop-
erties that are essential for this goal: portability, adaptivity 
and reliability. 

With FONDA, it has been possible to establish a CRC in the 
area of computer science in Berlin for the first time. This is 
a joint research project by the Humboldt-Universität zu Ber-
lin, the Technische Universität Berlin, the Freie Universität 
Berlin, the University of Potsdam, the Charité – Universi-
tätsmedizin Berlin, the Max-Delbrück Center For Molecular 
Medicine and the Zuse Institute Berlin. 

CRC 1412/1: Register: Language-Users’ 
Knowledge of Situational-Functional 
Variation

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Anke Lüdeling (Department of German Studies and Linguistics)

HU SUBPROjECT LEADERS:  

Prof. Dr. Markus Egg, Prof. Dr. Mingya Liu, Prof. Dr. Artemis Alexiadou  

(all Department of English and American Studies), Prof. Dr. Roland 

Meyer, Prof. Dr. Luka Szucsich (all Department of Slavic and Hungarian 

Studies), Prof. Dr. Frank Kammerzell, Prof. Dr. Silvia Kutscher (all 

Department of Archaeology), Prof. Dr. Stefan Müller, Prof. Dr. Elisabeth 

Verhoeven, PD Dr. Anna Helene Feulner, Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Hock,  

Prof. Dr. Karin Donhauser, PD Dr. Lars Erik Zeige, Prof. Dr. Pia Knoeferle, 

Dr. Katja Münster, Prof. Dr. Anke Lüdeling, Prof. Dr. Beate Lütke,  

Prof. Dr. Christine Mooshammer, Dr. Antje Sauermann, Prof. Dr. Heike 

Wiese (all Department of German Studies and Linguistics),  

Prof. Dr. Muriel Norde (Department of Northern European Studies)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2020 to December 2023

The Collaborative Research Centre 1412 investigates the reg-
ister knowledge of the speakers of a language. Competent 
speakers are able to adapt their linguistic behaviour on every 
level in response to the current situation: they know, for 
example, that the German word “sauer” (ticked off) is appro-
priate in different situations than the word “verärgert” (an-
noyed), that one uses less complex sentences when speaking 
to children than in an academic function, and that some-
times it does not matters whether one says “around eight 
o’clock” or “7:49” – and sometimes it does. Some register 
knowledge is acquired early – even relatively young children 
adapt their linguistic behaviour to different situations – but 
at the same time, register knowledge changes and expands 
throughout our lifespan. Within the areas “A: Register and 
Grammar”, “B: Register and Change” and “C: Register and 
Cognition”, the research of CRC 1412 focuses on the follow-
ing questions: What situational parameters play a role? How 
can register knowledge be suitably modelled?

https://sfb1412.hu-berlin.de/  

CRC 980/2: Episteme in Motion – 
Transfer of Knowledge from the Ancient 
World to the Early Modern Period 

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Gyburg Uhlmann (Freie Universität Berlin)

HU SUBPROjECT LEADERS:  
Prof. Dr. Philip van der Eijk (Department of Classical Philology),  

Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. Christoph Markschies (Theological Faculty),  

Prof. Dr. Viktoria Tkaczyk (Department of Musicology and Media Studies)

FUNDING PERIOD: July 2016 to June 2020 (extended until 2024)

CRC 980, which with its successful acquisition of a third 
funding phase has secured the maximum funding of a total 
of twelve years (2012–2024) and is, with its many subpro-
jects, one of the most extensive special research areas in 
the field of the humanities, cultural and historical studies, 
explores the transformation of knowledge in pre-modern 
European and non-European cultures. Alongside the Freie 
Universität Berlin, the transdisciplinary research project 
also features the participation of the Humboldt-Universität 
zu Berlin, the Max Planck Institute for the History of Sci-
ence and, since the second funding phase, the Karlsruhe 
Institute for Technology (KIT) and the Technical University 
of Darmstadt. The Humboldt-Universität is represented by 
three subprojects.

https://www.sfb-episteme.de/index.html  

HU as coordinator HU as participant

Collaborative Research Centres (CRC)

Funded by
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https://sfb1412.hu-berlin.de/
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CRC 1349/1: Fluorine-Specific 
Interactions: Fundamentals and 
Functions

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Sebastian Hasenstab-Riedel (Freie Universität Berlin)

HU SUBPROjECT LEADERS:  
Prof. Dr. Thomas Braun (Department of Chemistry), Prof. Dr. Christian 

Limberg (Department of Chemistry), Prof. Dr. Stefan Hecht (Department 

of Chemistry)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2019 to December 2022 

In the CRC 1349 “Fluorine-Specific Interactions”, 50 doctoral 
students and postdocs in 22 work groups of Freie Universität 
Berlin, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, Technische Uni-
versität Berlin, the Federal Institute for Materials Research 
and Testing, the University of Bayreuth, and the University 
of Stuttgart are investigating fluorochemical questions. The 
goal is to understand and control the complex interactions 
that can emanate from fluorinated units in chemical sys-
tems. To do so, the enormous expertise of the participating 
work groups in synthesis/biosynthesis, analytics/spectros-
copy and theory/modelling is being linked in a complemen-
tary and synergistic manner to systematically build upon 
the understanding of fluorine-specific interactions, their 
conceptual substructure and their numerous consequenc-
es. As of January 2019, CRC 1349 is funded by the German 
Research Foundation. 

https://www.sfb1349.de/  

CRC 1375/1: Nonlinear Optics  
down to Atomic Scales (NOA)

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Ulf Peschel (University of Jena)

HU SUBPROjECT LEADERS:  
Prof. Dr. Kurt Busch (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD: July 2019 to June 2023 

The researchers of CRC 1375 want to obtain a better un-
derstanding of the non-linear processes in the interaction 
of light and material for nanostructured materials. To this 
end, the group fabricates tailored structures that make it 
possible to control light at scales smaller than its wavelength. 
This was not possible up until now. In this close interplay 
between theory and experimentation, the goal is to arrive 
at a concept for non-linear optics that also applies at the 
atomic level. 

Since optical near-field manipulation is mainly achieved 
through field enhancement using metallic optical tweezers 
and in nanoscale gaps between metallic limits, this subpro-
ject A03 headed by Prof. Dr. Kurt Busch (HU Berlin) and 
Prof. Dr. Ulf Peschel (FSU Jena) is dedicated to a precise 
theoretical description of the light fields within and around 
such plasmonic structures. The theory to be developed with-
in the project goes beyond a classic description by also in-
cluding quantum effects and optical non-linearities of Fermi 
liquids in metals.

https://www.noa.uni-jena.de/  

CRC-TRR 109/3: Discretization  
in Geometry and Dynamics

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Alexander I. Bobenko (Technische Universität Berlin)

HU SUBPROjECT LEADERS:  

Prof. Dr. Barbara Zwicknagl (Department of Mathematics)

FUNDING PERIOD: July 2020 to June 2024

The term “discretisation” generally refers to any procedure 
that converts a differential equation into a differential equa-
tion with only a finite number of variables whose solutions 
are approximate to those of the differential equation. CRC/
Transregio 109, which has received funding since 2012, 
brings together scientists from the fields of geometry and 
dynamics to explore the discretisation of differential geom-
etry and dynamics and together tackle the numerous prob-
lems arising from the challenge of the discretisation of their 
respective disciplines. The Humboldt-Universität is involved 
with its subproject B11 “Geometric Rigidity in Spin Systems” 
(Prof. Dr. Barbara Zwicknagel, Department of Mathematics). 
The aim of this project is to develop a deeper understanding 
of typical low-energy states for variational fractional spin 
theories and to derive effective continuous theories.

https://www.discretization.de/  

CRC-TRR 175/2: The Green Hub: 
Central Coordinator of Acclimation  
in Plants

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Dario Leister (Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich)

HU SUBPROjECT LEADERS:  

Prof. Dr. Bernhard Grimm (Department of Biology), Prof. Dr. Kerstin 

Kaufmann (Department of Biology), Prof. Dr. Edda Klipp (Department of 

Biology), Dr. Hannes Ruwe (Department of Biology), Prof. Dr. Christian 

Schmitz-Linneweber (Department of Biology)

FUNDING PERIOD: July 2020 to June 2024 

CRC/Transregio 175 unites scientists from Munich, Kaiser-
slauten and Berlin/Golm who are investigating the central 
role of chloroplasts in the broader context of adaptation to 
continuously changing environmental challenges. The goal 
is to predictably modify the cellular networks that impart 
acclimatisation under natural conditions and, in the long 
term, to contribute to “intelligent breeding methods” that 
serve the creation of crop plants with improved acclimatisa-
tion properties. In the first funding period, modulators and 
integrators for adaptation to cold, heat and high levels of 
light were identified and examined. In the second funding 
period, the work within the four main research areas A (Ge-
netic Modulators), B (Metabolic Modulators), C (Signalling) 
and D (Data Mining and Modelling) will be continued and 
expanded upon. 

https://www.tr175.bio.lmu.de/  

Funded by

68 RESEARCH REPORT 2019-2020 humboldt-universität zu berlin  69

PROjECTS

https://www.sfb1349.de/
https://www.noa.uni-jena.de/
https://www.discretization.de/
https://www.tr175.bio.lmu.de/


CRC-TRR 266/1:  
Accounting for Transparency

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Caren Sureth-Sloane (Paderborn University)

HU SUBPROjECT LEADERS:  

Prof. Dr. Ulf Brüggemann (Faculty of Economics and Business 

Administration), Prof. Dr. Joachim Gassen (Faculty of Economics and 

Business Administration), Prof. Dr. Ralf Maiterth (Faculty of Economics 

and Business Administration), Prof. Dr. Anja Schöttner (Faculty of 

Economics and Business Administration)

FUNDING PERIOD: July 2019 to June 2023

CRC/Transregio 266 “Accounting for Transparency” exam-
ines how methods of accounting influence the transparency 
of companies and the impact this has on society. Over 100 
academics from the Universities of Paderborn, Berlin (HU) 
and Mannheim as well as five additional institutions are 
involved.

The research focus is on the transparency of tax systems. 
The historical role of accounting consists of aggregating 
company information and making it available. As a result 
of the digital revolution, today’s framework conditions are 
drastically different. To what extent are the accounting in-
struments developed over hundreds of years still able to 
fulfil their information requirements? This TRR analyses 
how company information is perceived, processed and im-
plemented, how decisions taken affect companies and the 
public and what level of regulation is appropriate.

The overarching goal is to contribute to the scientific basis 
of corporate regulation as well as to the development of a 
transparent tax system and economic life.

https://www.accounting-for-transparency.de/  

RTG 1939/2: Philosophy, Science and 
the Sciences: The Dialogue among Dif-
ferent Forms and Models of Knowledge 
in Ancient Greek, Roman and Arabic 
Thought

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Jonathan Beere (Department of Philosophy)

PARTICIPATING HU RESEARCHERS:  

Prof. Dr. Markus Asper (Department of Classical Philology),  

Prof. Dr. Philip van der Eijk (Department of Classical Philology),  

Prof. Dr. Gerd Graßhoff (Department of Philosophy), Prof. Dr. Karl-Georg 

Niebergall (Department of Philosophy), Prof. Dr. Tobias Rosefeldt 

(Department of Philosophy), Prof. Dr. James Wilberding (Department of 

Philosophy)

FUNDING PERIOD: April 2019 to September 2023

This Research Training Group focuses on the dialogue be-
tween different forms and models of knowledge in ancient 
Greek, Roman, and Arabic philosophy and science. The in-
novative strength of the programme is that it integrates the 
following dimensions: both the theoretical reflection on the 
relationship of philosophy and science and actual scientific 
and philosophical practice, not only from the perspective of 
philosophy but the perspective of the individual disciplines 
too, and the viewpoints of ancient thinkers and contempo-
rary philosophy are both accounted for. Further innovative 
aspects of the interdisciplinary programme are: coverage 
of the whole of ancient philosophy and science including 
an emphasis on late ancient thought; inclusion of the sub-
sequent Arabic tradition; and connections with medieval, 
Renaissance, and contemporary philosophy. The qualifica-
tion programme with a strong international focus aims to 
develop doctoral candidates into outstanding fully-fledged 
junior researchers. The participating doctoral candidates 
benefit from the unique resources for ancient studies in 
Berlin (such as the Berliner Antike-Kolleg and the Berlin 
Graduate School of Ancient Studies). 

https://ancient-philosophy.hu-berlin.de/en  

RTG 2458/1: The Dynamics of 
Demography, Democratic Processes 
and Public Policy (DYNAMICS)

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Heike Klüver (Department of Social Sciences)

PARTICIPATING HU RESEARCHERS:  

Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Anette Eva Fasan (Department of Social Sciences),  

Prof. Dr. Johannes Giesecke (Department of Social Sciences),  

Prof. Ellen M. Immergut, PhD (Department of Social Sciences),  

Prof. Steffen Mau, PhD (Department of Social Sciences),  

Prof. Dr. Hanna Schwander (Department of Social Sciences)

FUNDING PERIOD: September 2019 to February 2024

Western societies are currently undergoing profound demo-
graphic changes. Migration, ageing populations, and chang-
ing family patterns are reconfiguring existing lines of con-
flict. First, they contribute to changing societal demands and 
issues in policy areas such as health, pension, and education 
policy. Second, they generate new lines of conflict wherever 
they change the relationship between voters, political parties, 
interest groups, and governments. Traditional concepts such 
as welfare regimes and class-based explanations no longer 
do justice to current trends, while policy-makers have been 
caught in part unprepared by the consequences of the de-
mographic changes.

The interdisciplinary RTG will systematically explore the 
relationship between demographic change, democratic pro-
cesses and public policy in order to find out to what extent 
demographic change transforms our existing political order 
as well as established patterns of political competition. To 
facilitate the study of these important questions, the new 
RTG provides doctoral candidates with a unique and inter-
nationally competitive curriculum taught and supervised by 
leading experts from political science, demography, sociolo-
gy and public policy.

https://www.sowi.hu-berlin.de/en/dynamics  

Research Training Groups (RTG) and  
International Research Training Groups (IRTG)

HU as coordinator

Funded by
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RTG 2483/1: Dynamic Integration – 
Law in-between Harmonisation and 
Plurality in Europe (DynamInt)

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Matthias Ruffert (Faculty of Law)

PARTICIPATING HU RESEARCHERS:  

Prof. Dr. Martin Eifert (Faculty of Law), Prof. Dr. Stefan Grundmann 

(Faculty of Law), Prof. Dr. Martin Heger (Faculty of Law),  

Prof. Dr. Christoph Möllers (Faculty of Law), Prof. Dr. Tatjana Hörnle 

(Faculty of Law), Prof. Dr. Heike Schweitzer (Faculty of Law),  

Prof. Dr. Gerhard Wagner (Faculty of Law)

FUNDING PERIOD: October 2019 to March 2024

Brexit, the currency crisis, a democratic deficit, “two-speed 
Europe” – European integration has suffered a series of 
setbacks in recent years. The Research Training Group 
“Dynamic integration order. Europe and its law between 
harmonisation and pluralisation (DynamInt)” aims to take 
a closer look at and analyse these kinds of disintegrative 
processes and the insistence on national sovereignty from a 
legal studies perspective. Within this study, the harmonisa-
tion and pluralisation of law in Europe are to be understood 
as equal mechanisms of European integration.

DynamInt is integrated into a network of renowned Euro-
pean faculties that have joined forces in the European Law 
School and already laid a foundational architecture of struc-
tured doctoral programmes. By doing so, the qualification 
programme targets an international broadening of perspec-
tives and interdisciplinary awareness. DynamInt makes it its 
mission to overcome the division into pillars of legal studies, 
which although heuristically meaningful, is unsatisfactory 
for the research goal. The aim is ultimately to tap into more 
potential for innovation.

https://www.rewi.hu-berlin.de/de/lf/oe/rhp/dynamint  

RTG 2575/1: Rethinking  
Quantum Field Theory

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Jan Plefka (Department of Physics)

PARTICIPATING HU RESEARCHERS:  
Prof. Dr. Gaëtan Borot (Department of Mathematics), Dr. Valentina Forini 

(Department of Physics), Prof. Dr. Ramona Groeber (Department of 

Physics), Prof. Dr. Christophe Grojean (Department of Physics),  

Prof. Dr. Olaf Hohm (Department of Physics), Prof. Dr. Dirk Kreimer 

(Department of Mathematics), Dr. Emanuel Malek (Department of 

Physics), Prof. Dr. Agostino Patella (Department of Physics),  

Dr. Markus Christian Schulze (Department of Physics), Prof. Dr. Matthias 

Staudacher (Department of Physics), Dr. Stijn van Tongeren (Department 

of Physics), Prof. Dr. Peter Uwer (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD: April 2020 to September 2024

Quantum field theory (QFT), as a fusion of quantum me-
chanics and special relativity theory, represents one of the 
most significant intellectual achievements of the last centu-
ry. Our current understanding of elementary particle phys-
ics is summed up in a QFT known as the Standard Model 
(SM). Nonetheless, a series of terrestrial experiments and 
the astrophysically proven existence of dark matter indicate 
that the SM cannot be the final theory of particle physics. In 
parallel to this, pressing theoretical questions on the nature 
of quantum gravitation and the hierarchy problem, or the 
discovery of dualities between different QFTs, are forcing 
us to rethink the foundations of SM and QFT in general. 
In more recent times, significant innovations occurring in 
QFT have led to a serious rethinking of its basic principles. 
Training in these innovative methods of QFT and their con-
tinued advancement are the central goals of this Research 
Training Group.

https://qft.physik.hu-berlin.de/rtg2575/  

IRTG 1740/2: Dynamical Phenomena 
in Complex Networks: Fundamentals 
and Applications

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Jürgen Kurths (Department of Physics and Potsdam Institute 

for Climate Impact Research)

PARTICIPATING HU RESEARCHERS:  

Prof. Dr. Benjamin Lindner (Department of Physics), Prof. Dr. Nicolas 

Perkowski (Department of Mathematics), PD Dr. Sten Rüdiger 

(Department of Physics), Prof. Dr. Igor M. Sokolov (Department of 

Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD: April 2016 to December 2020 

During the last decade, networks with complex topology 
have become a very powerful approach for understanding 
large complex systems in various fields of applications rang-
ing from neuroscience, to engineering, to sociology and even 
economy. The International Research Training Group, sup-
ported by renowned research institutions in Berlin, Potsdam 
and Brazil, aims to study principles of self-organisation in 
temporally evolving complex networks. To bring these prin-
ciples closer to various real-life applications, the aim is also 
to investigate the influence of heterogeneity in the network 
structure, multi-scale time delays and stochastic sources. 
These theoretical studies will be intimately connected with 
the investigation of experimental and natural networks of 
increasing complexity, from power grids to infection net-
works and neuron networks to the Earth system itself. A 
major focus of the IRTG is thus also understanding the 
Earth’s subsystems under changing conditions, especially 
the influences of global warming and changes in land use 
in Amazonia.

https://www.physik.hu-berlin.de/de/irtg1740  

RTG 2403/1: Dissecting and 
Reengineering the Regulatory Genome

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Uwe Ohler (Department of Biology)

PARTICIPATING HU RESEARCHERS:  

Dr. David Garfield, PhD (Integrative Research Institute for the Life 

Sciences), Prof. Dr. Kerstin Kaufmann (Department of Biologie)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2019 to June 2023

The goal of the International Research Training Group 
“Analysis and Reconstruction of the Regulatory Genome” 
is to identify and characterise the regulatory processes and 
DNA sequences that determine the activity of gene expres-
sion in eukaryotes. To do so, the researchers at four Berlin 
institutions and Duke University in Durham, North Car-
olina, are implementing experimental high-throughput 
methods to analyse the obtained large data quantities using 
computer science methods.

The combination of experimental and computerised ap-
proaches offers an unprecedented opportunity to pass on 
to the next generation of researchers a quantitative under-
standing of the genome function and gene regulation in the 
context of biological systems. The doctoral students com-
plete a large part of their education at the partner institution, 
thus profiting from the expertise at both locations. They are 
being prepared to adopt a leading role in the contemporary 
transformation of biology into a quantitative discipline.

https://www.accounting-for-transparency.de/  

Funded by
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RTG 2046/2: Parasite Infections:  
From Experimental Models to  
Natural Systems

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Susanne Hartmann (Freie Universität Berlin)

PARTICIPATING HU RESEARCHERS:  

Dr. Nishith Gupta (Department of Biology), Prof. Dr. Emanuel Heitlinger 

(Department of Biology), Dr. Alyssa Ingmundson (Department of 

Biology), Prof. Dr. Kai Matuschewski (Department of Biology)

FUNDING PERIOD: October 2019 to March 2024

Parasites cause serious diseases affecting people and an-
imals alike. These pathogens are globally distributed and 
extremely complex. As there is a necessity and growing 
demand for versatile parasitologists with interdisciplinary 
training, the mission of the RTG 2046 is to equip the next 
generation of parasitologists with the skills that will enable 
them to carry out groundbreaking studies on parasitic in-
fections.

The Research Training Group focuses on four important 
parasite groups: Plasmodium, Toxoplasma, Giardia and Hel-
minths. During the second Funding period, the emphasis is 
on the most common form of infection in natural situations: 
coinfection and its consequences. Using the focus parasites 
as an example, the research programme addresses pressing 
questions such as the clarification of molecular mechanisms 
in connection with drug resistance. In addition, cellular as-
pects are in focus that represent the basis of host immunity 
and disease pathology and will expand the knowledge base 
for vaccine development. And finally, organismic aspects are 
studied to assess parasites’ impact on host populations and 
their lifetime performance, thus generating basic insights 
into parasite-host ecological relationships.

https://www.vetmed.fu-berlin.de/en/einrichtungen/

sonstige/grk2046/index.html  

RTG 2424/1: Computational Methods 
for Oncology: Towards Personalized 
Therapies in Cancer

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Nils Blüthgen (Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin),  

Prof. Dr. Ulf Leser (Department of Computer Science)

PARTICIPATING HU RESEARCHERS:  

Prof. Dr. Ulf Leser (Department of Computer Science),  

Prof. Dr. Leonie Ringrose (Department of Biology)

FUNDING PERIOD: June 2019 to November 2023 

Recent advances in modern DNA sequencing and molecular 
profiling technologies have triggered a paradigm shift in 
cancer research. Traditional phenomenological examina-
tions and therapy decisions are successively being replaced 
by more individualised approaches that integrate molecular 
insights on tumour etiology and progression. Various forms 
of systematic molecular profiling of tumours combined with 
complex computational analyses are increasingly used to 
stratify patients and to devise new therapy options. With 
the size of the data sets that need to be integrated to ex-
tract biomedical and clinical knowledge, the importance of 
computational methods is also increasing. The RTG wants 
to use computational procedures to create individual thera-
pies from the molecular patterns of individual patients. In 
order to make this vision of “personalised” and “precision” 
medicine a reality, the future generation of “computational 
oncologists” will not only require training to become experts 
in the area of “computational biology”, but will also need 
in-depth knowledge in the areas of translational research, 
clinical issues and molecular biology. The RTG’s training 
programme is designed to impart all of this knowledge to 
the PhD students in a specifically assembled training pro-
gramme.

https://www.comp-cancer.de/  

RTG 2473/1: Bioactive Peptides – 
Innovative Aspects of Synthesis  
and Biosynthesis

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Roderich D. Süßmuth (Technische Universität Berlin)

PARTICIPATING HU RESEARCHERS:  
Prof. Dr. Oliver Seitz (Department of Chemistry)

FUNDING PERIOD: April 2019 to September 2023 

Peptides are organic chemical compounds made up of mul-
tiple linked amino acids. They are produced and used in a 
wide range of areas, from biochemistry to molecular biol-
ogy, cell biology, biomedicine and materials sciences. The 
Research Training Group “Bioactive Peptides – Innovative 
Aspects of Synthesis and Biosynthesis” aims to develop new 
strategies for peptide and protein synthesis as well as for 
biosynthesis and bioengineering. 

The scientific content of the Research Training Group en-
compasses all areas of modern peptide research: molecular 
biology, biochemistry, biotechnology, synthesis technologies 
and methods of a contemporary bioanalytical and struc-
ture-biological characterisation of peptides. The inclusion 
of two theory groups highlights the increasing importance 
of theoretical methods for the synthetic design of peptides 
and for the generation of models to understand the structure 
and dynamics of peptides. Alongside the contributions by 
the leaders of the Research Training Group, the course pro-
gramme is also supported by contributions from industrial 
researchers and the heads of leading international academic 
work groups. 

https://www.synpepbio.de/ 

RTG 2544/1: Stochastic  
Analysis in Interaction

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Peter Bank (Technische Universität Berlin)

PARTICIPATING HU RESEARCHERS:  
Prof. Dr. Dirk Becherer (Department of Mathematics), Prof. Dr. Ulrich 

Horst (Department of Mathematics), Prof. Dr. Dörte Kreher (Department 

of Mathematics), Prof. Dr. Nicolas Perkowski (Department of 

Mathematics), Prof. Dr. Markus Reiß (Department of Mathematics)

FUNDING PERIOD: April 2020 to September 2024 

In recent years, Stochastic Analysis has entered into a golden 
age in which its mathematical depth has been considerably 
expanded and it has undergone dramatic development. The 
scientists behind the international Research Training Group 
“Stochastic Analysis in Interaction” from the HU, FU and 
TU Berlin, the Weierstrass Institute for Applied Analysis 
and Stochastics and the University of Oxford share the vi-
sion of educating a generation of young researchers that is 
not only capable of continuing to develop the mathematical 
principles of Stochastic Analysis, but is also familiar with 
the diversity of its scope of application, in order to thus fully 
tap into its potential for further outstanding contributions 
both within and outside of the academic sphere. The work 
groups from Berlin and Oxford, which enjoy constant close 
exchange, have an excellent international reputation for their 
research with outstanding doctoral students. The Interna-
tional Research Training Group lays an even broader basis 
for this successful exchange, offering extraordinarily attrac-
tive opportunities for the strongest mathematically talented 
individuals from Germany, the UK, Europe and beyond.

https://www3.math.tu-berlin.de/stoch/IRTG/ 

HU as participant
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FOR 2569/2: Agricultural Land 
Markets – Efficiency and Regulation

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Martin Odening (Albrecht Daniel Thaer-Institute  

of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences)

HU SUBPROjECT LEADERS:  

Prof. Dr. Martin Odening (Albrecht Daniel Thaer-Institute of Agricultural 

and Horticultural Sciences), Prof. Dr. Tobia Lakes (Department of 

Geography)

FUNDING PERIOD: August 2020 to July 2023

In recent years, there has been a pronounced and continuous 
price surge in agricultural land markets all over the world. 
Alongside many other factors, this rise has been attributed 
to a growing demand for land by non-agricultural investors. 
Against this backdrop, in many countries of the European 
Union a political debate is taking place as to whether ex-
isting regulations regarding agricultural land markets are 
adequate or whether they need to be tightened to properly 
protect sustainable agriculture. This leads to a series of sci-
entific questions that the researcher group FORLand aims 
to answer, pursuing two overall objectives. First, it aims to 
understand and evaluate the functionality and efficiency of 
agricultural land markets, and building on this knowledge, 
to identify the need for government interventions in these 
markets. The second objective is to evaluate existing and 
proposed policy instruments to inform discussion on the 
design of optimal regulation. The diversity of the research 
questions requires a multi-disciplinary approach that, along-
side agricultural economics, economics and econometrics, 
also encompasses sociology, geography and ethics.

https://www.forland.hu-berlin.de/en/institut-en/ 

departments/daoe/forland/  

KFOR 2909/1: Human Abilities

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Dominik Perler (Department of Philosophy),  

Prof. Dr. Barbara Vetter (Freie Universität Berlin, Department of 

Philosophy)

FUNDING PERIOD: April 2020 to March 2023

What are human abilities? How can referencing abilities 
help genuinely understand human activities? The research 
group tackles these questions from a philosophical perspec-
tive and sets itself the goal of carrying out groundwork in 
three areas: in metaphysics, the aim is to determine the 
nature of human abilities; in epistemology, the mission is 
to clarify which abilities are necessary for the acquisition of 
knowledge, but also what knowledge of abilities is possible; 
and in action theory, the group plans to analyse how vol-
untary action can be explained by referencing abilities. In 
all three areas, the project aims to build a bridge between 
classic explanation models and contemporary theories, but 
also to create a connection between various subdisciplines 
of philosophy and thus strengthen the intradisciplinarity in 
historical and systematic terms. In collaboration with other 
disciplines (law, psychology, linguistics, political science), it 
will examine the role played by human abilities in practical 
contexts.

https://www.human-abilities.de/  

FOR 2402/2: Rough Paths, Stochastic 
Partial Differential Equations and 
Related Topics

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Peter Karl Friz (Technische Universität Berlin)

HU SUBPROjECT LEADERS:  
Prof. Dr. Nicolas Perkowski (Department of Mathematics)

FUNDING PERIOD: October 2019 to September 2022

Since the initial application for this research group, the in-
teraction of Lyons’ Rough Path Theory (RPT) with stochastic 
partial differential equations (SPDEs) has become one of 
the most active research areas between probability theory 
and analysis. The aim of the research group is a broad and 
common understanding of Rough Path Theory, regularity 
structures, and stochastic partial differential equations. In 
the subproject “Foundations of Regularity Structures”, based 
at the Humboldt-Universität, a new approach to renormal-
isation is explored and the role of non-local operators in 
Hairer’s theory as well as the role of the Malliavin calculus 
in (Gaussian) models on suitable regularity structures are 
studied.

https://sites.google.com/site/researchunitfor2402/

home  

FOR 2841: Beyond the Exome – 
Identifying, Analyzing, and Predicting 
the Disease Potential of Non-Coding 
DNA Variants

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Markus Schülke-Gerstenfeld  

(Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin)

HU SUBPROjECT LEADERS:  

Prof. Dr. Ulf Leser (Department of Computer Science),  

Prof. Dr. Uwe Ohler (Department of Biology)

FUNDING PERIOD: March 2020 to September 2023 

Though the introduction of whole exome sequencing (WES) 
has enabled the molecular diagnosis rate for patients with 
rare genetic disorders to rise considerably, it has stagnated at 
around 50%. WES is limited to the coding regions, meaning 
that it misses disease-causing variants in the non-coding and 
regulatory sequences of the genome. The logical next step 
would be whole genome sequencing (WGS), but despite its 
inherent promise, the numerous obstacles that impede the 
interpretation of the multitudinous variants identified by 
WGS clearly demonstrate that it is not yet ready for routine 
clinical use. Therefore the research unit Beyond the Exome 
has assembled a series of leading specialists and research-
ers from clinical medicine, basic sciences and bioinformat-
ics who will collaborate to improve the interpretation of 
non-coding variants in the human genome. In the subpro-
ject led by Ulf Leser (Humboldt-Universität) and Dominik 
Seelow (Berlin Institute of Health), a comprehensive and 
easily searchable repository of regulatory elements and their 
variations in human disease is being created. 

Research Units (FOR and KFOR)

HU as coordinator HU as participant

Funded by
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FOR 2936/1: Climate Change and 
Health in Sub-Saharan Africa

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Rainer Sauerborn, PhD (University Hospital Heidelberg)

HU SUBPROjECT LEADERS:  

Prof. Dr. Harald Grethe (Albrecht Daniel Thaer-Institute  

of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences)

FUNDING PERIOD: March 2020 to August 2024 

The impacts of climate change on human health pose a 
growing public health issue and affect the rural populations 
in sub-Saharan Africa to a disproportionate degree. The sub-
continent is still facing the unfinished task of fighting mal-
nutrition and infectious diseases with all the negative conse-
quences these involve. At the same time, non-communicable 
diseases have also risen steeply in sub-Saharan Africa. To 
this day, the additional impacts of climate change on three 
of these main diseases remain inadequately understood: 
child malnutrition, malaria and cardiovascular disorders. 
The Heidelberg Institute of Global Health (HIGH) and the 
Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK) have 
teamed up with specialists from relevant fields – including 
Prof. Dr. Harald Grethe from the Albrecht Daniel Thaer- 
Institute for Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences of the 
HU – in order to better understand the complex interaction 
between climate change, intermediary biophysical factors 
and health, and thus contribute to our knowledge on climate 
change adaptation strategies in sub-Saharan Africa. 

KFOR 2235/3: The International  
Rule of Law – Rise or Decline? 

SPOkESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Heike Krieger (Freie Universität Berlin)

HU SUBPROjECT LEADERS:  

Prof. Dr. Georg Nolte (Faculty of Law)

FUNDING PERIOD: April 2020 to March 2024

The idea of a value-based juridification process of interna-
tional relations up to a “world civil society” holds great ap-
peal. It aims at worldwide peace and the realisation of global 
ideas of justice. At present, however, the development could 
currently go in the opposite direction through processes of 
reformalisation or even disenfranchisement. 

The research group examines the role of international law 
in a changing global order. Can we, under the current sig-
nificantly changing conditions, still observe an increasing 
juridification of international relations based on a univer-
sal understanding of values, or are we instead facing a ten-
dency towards an informalisation or a reformalisation of 
international law, perhaps even an erosion of international 
legal norms? In an interdisciplinary cooperation between 
international law scholars and political scientists from Hum-
boldt-Universität zu Berlin, Freie Universität Berlin, and the 
University of Potsdam, fundamental changes in internation-
al law will be explored beyond individual crisis symptoms 
and monocausal explanatory models.

https://www.kfg-intlaw.de/  
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Research in numbers

The decline in 2020 is primarily due to the end of project funding under the Excellence  
Initiative (phase-out funding) and the more difficult situation in spending in 2020.

Funded by
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Structural projects, which are financed by various 
third-party funds and are geared towards a permanent 
institutional anchoring, serve to systematically bundle 
existing competences and build up new ones, as well as 
to strengthen research cooperations and leave a lasting 
mark on the university’s research profile.

INFO



Founding of the Berlin Institute for 
Islamic Theology at the Humboldt-
Universität zu Berlin

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Mohammad Gharaibeh (Berlin Institute for Islamic Theology), 

Prof. em. Dr. Michael Borgolte (Department of History)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2019 to December 2023

   FUNDED BY     Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF)

Mit der Einrichtung des Berliner Instituts für Islamische 
Theologie (BIT) wird das Tableau der Wissenschaften an 
der Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin verbreitert. Es fördert 
im Verbund mit anderen Standorten in Deutschland die 
Entwicklung des noch jungen bekenntnisorientierten Fachs 
und bereichert als forschungsstarke akademische Disziplin 
mit internationaler Strahlkraft die Berliner Hochschulland-
schaft.

Das Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung (BMBF) 
fördert zwei der Professuren am Institut: Die Professur 
„Islamische Ideengeschichte der nachklassischen Periode“ 
richtet sich auf Entwicklungen in der islamischen Ideen- 
und Theologiegeschichte, die Professur „Vergleichende The-
ologie in islamischer Perspektive“ erforscht das Selbstver-
ständnis der Islamischen Theologie, einschließlich der Rolle 
religiöser Experten. Zudem sind am BIT zwei vom BMBF 
geförderte Nachwuchsforschungsgruppen angesiedelt: „Per-
spektiven religiöser Vielfalt in der islamischen Theologie“ 
und „Islamische Theologie im Kontext: Wissenschaft und 
Gesellschaft“.

https://www.islamische-theologie.hu-berlin.de/de/

institut-fuer-islamische-theologie  

Circle U. – European  
University Alliance 

PARTICIPATING UNIVERSITIES:  
HU Berlin, University of Aarhus, University of Belgrade, University of 

Louvain, King’s College London, University of Oslo, University of Paris 

Cité, University of Pisa, University of Vienna

FUNDING PERIOD: November 2020 to October 2023

   FUNDED BY     Erasmus+ Programme of the European Union

Circle U. is an association of nine European universi-
ties co-founded and continually built upon by the Hum-
boldt-Universität. By 2025, Circle U. will be an integrative, 
research-intensive and interdisciplinary European universi-
ty. Students, academics and administrators work together to 
produce new knowledge and develop solutions for the most 
pressing challenges of our time: climate change, democracy 
and global health. Together with our partner universities and 
actors from civil society, all members of the Humboldt-Uni-
versität can contribute to carrying Wilhelm von Humboldt’s 
educational ideals into 21st century Europe. The aim is to 
develop personalities who are capable of working together 
to sustainably shape the future of our planet. 

Circle U. is funded by the European Union within the 
framework of Erasmus+. The HU receives additional fund-
ing for the accompanying measures, “Humboldt4Europe”, 
from the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) with 
funds from the BMBF. The research activities “Empower-
ing Research And Innovation Actions (ERIA)” of Circle U. 
are made possible by the EU Framework Programme for 
Research and Innovation Horizon 2020. 

https://www.circle-u.eu/  

Einstein Doctoral Programme Prize of 
the Berlin School of Economics (BSE)

PROjECT LEADER: Prof. Georg Weizsäcker, PhD (Faculty of 

Economics and Business Administration)

FUNDING PERIOD: October 2020 to September 2023

   FUNDED BY     Einstein Foundation Berlin

The Berlin School of Economics (BSE), which belongs to 
the Faculty of Economics and Business Administration, has 
received an award from the Einstein Foundation Berlin for 
its doctoral programme. The award comes with a monetary 
prize to be distributed over three years. 

The Einstein Foundation praises the extensive scope of the 
research questions and the excellent training offered by the 
BSE. The BSE’s current 65 professors cover a broad spec-
trum of courses. Numerous special professorships also en-
able young economists to carry out projects in applied and 
policy-related research. In addition, regular masterclasses 
and workshops are held with internationally renowned econ-
omists. By bundling and structuring the diverse offerings 
of the economic sciences, the BSE significantly strengthens 
the visibility of Berlin as a centre of science and research.

Alongside Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, the network in-
cludes the European School of Management and Technology 
Berlin, Freie Universität Berlin, Technische Universität Ber-
lin, the German Institute for Economic Research, the Hertie 
School of Governance, the University of Potsdam, and the 
Berlin Social Science Center (WZB). 

The Weizenbaum Institute for the 
Networked Society – The German 
Internet Institute: 2. Establishment 
Phase

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Axel Metzger (Faculty of Law),  

Prof. Dr. Björn Scheuermann (Department of Computer Science)

FUNDING PERIOD: September 2020 to September 2022

   FUNDED BY     Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF)

The Weizenbaum Institute for the Networked Society – The 
German Internet Institute, named after the German-Ameri-
can computer science pioneer Joseph Weizenbaum, is a col-
laborative project based in Berlin and Brandenburg funded 
by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF). 
The consortium is made up of: Freie Universität Berlin (FU 
Berlin), Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin (HU Berlin), Tech-
nische Universität Berlin (TU Berlin), Berlin University of 
the Arts (UdK), University of Potsdam (UP), as well as the 
Fraunhofer Institute for Open Communication Systems 
(FOKUS) and the Berlin Social Science Center (WZB).

The Weizenbaum Institute carries out interdisciplinary, 
fundamental research on the transformation of society as 
a result of digitalisation, developing action options for gov-
ernment, the economy and civil society. The aim is to better 
understand the dynamics, mechanisms and implications of 
digitalisation. To this end, the Weizenbaum Institute inves-
tigates the ethical, legal, economic and political aspects of 
digital change. This creates an empirical basis for shaping 
responsible digitalisation.  

https://www.weizenbaum-institut.de/das-institut/  
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The Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) 
and other federal and state ministries support primarily 
application-oriented projects tailored to current and fu-
ture needs with a broad spectrum of funding opportuni-
ties. The societal benefit of acadamic research is usually 
the focus of these funding instruments. 

Numerous foundations complement the offerings of the 
major funding bodies DFG, ministries, and the EU with 
a diverse range of funding instruments.

INFO



“German Islam” as Alternative to 
Islamism? Responses to Islamist 
Threats in Muslim Associations, 
Communities and Living Environments 
(D:ISLAM)

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Naika Foroutan (Department of Social Sciences,  

German Centre for Integration and Migration Research)

FUNDING PERIOD: September 2020 to August 2023

   FUNDED BY     Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF)

Current sociological research on Islamism in Germany is 
centred predominantly around the effects of Islamism on 
the majority society. However, the impact of Islamism on 
Muslim communities is not sufficiently researched – a re-
search gap that needs to be closed. Islamists use various 
strategies to put pressure on Muslim communities, for ex-
ample by accusing the Muslim diaspora of having lost touch 
with the “true Islam”, by aggressively recruiting young peo-
ple, or by bringing along missionary material and handing 
it out free of charge, among other things. 

The strategies of how Muslim organisations, (mosque) asso-
ciations and Muslim individuals deal with the phenomenon 
of Islamism are varied in nature.  

The D:Islam project explores the research questions of

1.  whether Muslim communities are exposed to threats 
from Islamist phishing strategies and the form that these 
threats take;

2.  whether and with which defence strategies they react to 
these threats, and

3.  whether, in the course of these reactions, hybridisation 
processes can be discerned in the practice of the Islamic 
faith and the expression of a Muslim identity that point 
to a “German Islam”.

https://www.radis-forschung.de/projekte/dislam  

Closed Urban Modular Energy- and 
Resource-Efficient Agricultural Systems 
(CUBES Circle)

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Christian Ulrichs, Prof. Dr. Uwe Schmidt, Prof. Dr. Peter H. 

Feindt, Prof. Dr. Tsu-Wei Chen (all Albrecht Daniel Thaer-Institute 

of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences), Prof. Dr. Linda Onnasch 

(Department of Psychology) 

FUNDING PERIOD: March 2019 to February 2024

   FUNDED BY     Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF)

The aim and innovation of this research project is the smart 
connection of intensive agricultural production systems 
(CUBES) into an integrated system (CUBES Circle), using 
the example organisms of fish, plants, and insects, while 
striving for largely closed energy and material cycles. It will 
draw on the newest production technologies and a con-
stantly evolving commercial off-the-shelf strategy to couple 
the system with its environment and consistently follow a 
zero-waste approach. Consequently, an unrivalled resource 
and energy efficiency can be achieved. At the same time, the 
productivity of healthy food is optimised. Yet the CUBES 
Circle takes this productivity one step further in terms of 
its environmental balance. Not only will energy and mate-
rial quantities like exergy, water, and feed be gained from 
products or residuals from the other respective production 
systems – in addition, process exergy will be produced that 
can be passed on to the surrounding environment for fur-
ther use (e.g. industrial processes, urban infrastructure). 
Moreover, holistic models of substance flow control will be 
developed in the CUBES Circle so that the production can 
be dynamically adapted to environmental conditions using 
smart regulation measures.

https://cubescircle.de/  

Landscapes of Persecution – Recording 
and Analysis of Political Repression in 
the Soviet Occupation Zone and the GDR

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Jörg Baberowski (Department of History)

FUNDING PERIOD: 2019 to December 2022

   FUNDED BY     Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF)

In January 2019, the interdisciplinary collaborative project 
“Landscapes of Persecution”, funded by the BMBF, com-
menced its work. This project, which is set to run for four 
years, is centred around the creation of a database containing 
the names and biographies of all the victims of communist 
dictatorships in Eastern Germany between 1945 and 1989. 
This data will make it possible, for the first time, to make 
precise statements on the total number of people killed, de-
ported and imprisoned for political reasons in the Soviet oc-
cupation zone and the German Democratic Republic (GDR). 
In addition, the subprojects of the research association are 
dedicated to how repression and persecution are dealt with 
individually and collectively, the increasing juridification of 
control in the GDR and the exploration of long-term effects 
of imprisonment experiences.

The collaborative project “Landscapes of persecution” is 
funded by the BMBF as one of fourteen projects aimed at 
addressing the history of the GDR. One of the main goals 
of this research initiative is a stronger anchoring of GDR 
research at higher education institutions as well as the clos-
er networking of (extra-)university research and memorial 
sites. In this way, it aims to make research results even more 
easily accessible to an interested public. 

https://landschaften-verfolgung.de/  

Connecting Scales in Vibrational 
Imaging: Synchrotron Microscopy 
Station for Spatial-, Temporal- and 
Polarization-Resolved Spectroscopy

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Janina Kneipp (Department of Chemistry)

FUNDING PERIOD: July 2019 to August 2023

   FUNDED BY     Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF)

The characterisation of the molecular structure, composition 
and interactions of a biological, inorganic or synthesised 
material is a prerequisite for understanding its properties 
and functions. Through infrared (IR) absorption or Raman 
scattering, this is achieved with micrometre resolution. The 
aim of this project is to construct a new, one-of-a-kind Syn-
chrotron Microscopy Station (SyMS) in which synchrotron 
IR and Raman microscopy can be combined in one device. 
IR imaging takes advantage of the unique properties of IR 
synchrotron radiation, resulting in a wide range of spatial 
and temporal resolution options for the microspectroscopic 
experiments. The beamline “IRIS” at BESSY II offers ex-
cellent opportunities to develop and operate the new equip-
ment.
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Social Interaction through Sound 
Feedback (Sentire)

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Jin Hyun Kim (Department of Musicology and Media Studies)

FUNDING PERIOD: September 2019 to February 2023

   FUNDED BY     Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF)

The effects of the increasing technological nature of our 
environment include, among others, the rising incidence 
of symptoms of social isolation, chronic stress and reduced 
body awareness all the way to physical illness. A therapeutic 
approach provides a way to counteract this, with a system 
that records the movements and interactions of people in 
space and interprets them as sound.

Within this research project funded by the BMBF, the aim is 
to further develop the sound feedback system Sentire created 
as part of an artistic project and to use this to investigate 
therapy concepts. “Sentire” is an Italian word that means 
both “to hear” and “to feel”. Sentire uses a sensor that is 
capable of detecting proximity and touch between people 
and then transforms this into sound via effectively predict-
able imaging (“mapping”). The vision is to create a wireless 
version of the system that, using machine learning meth-
ods, is able to record the distance between people and when 
they touch, and transform this into sound tailored to these 
encounters. The therapeutic potential of turning people’s 
interactions into sound is being investigated in multiple 
studies for various applications, including the neurological 
rehabilitative treatment of patients after a stroke. 

https://www.interaktive-technologien.de/projekte/

sentire  

Educational Myths about the GDR: a 
Dictatorship and its Afterlife (MythErz)

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Sabine Reh (Department of Education Studies), Prof. Dr. Marcelo 

Caruso (Department of Education Studies)

FUNDING PERIOD: March 2019 to February 2023

   FUNDED BY     Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF)

The interdisciplinary “MythErz” project funded as part of 
the BMBF research associations on the history of the Ger-
man Democratic Republic (GDR) and carried out by the Re-
search Library for the History of Education in Berlin, Hum-
boldt-Universität zu Berlin, the University of Hildesheim, 
and the University of Rostock addresses the myths of the 
education system in the GDR. In various subprojects by the 
association partners, with the help of an extensive collection 
of image, text, sound and film sources that had not yet been 
tapped into, an analysis is carried out of emotionally power-
ful mental images and narratives of education, upbringing 
and school in the GDR that outlived the dictatorship. These 
are placed in relation to the often positive estimations of the 
education system in the GDR that were expressed soon after 
reunification and solidified over the years. These include 
perceptions of socially unrestricted access to education; im-
proved, because more systematic, (scientific) education; and 
equal gender relations also established through education. 
It is when these estimations become an identity-forming 
component of a collective memory that they take on the 
status of myths.

https://bildungsmythen-ddr.de/ddr-forschung/  

Rubidium Optical Space Clocks (ROSC)

PROjECT LEADER:  
Dr. Markus Christopher Krutzik (Department of Physics),  

Prof. Achim Peters, PhD (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD: August 2019 to July 2022

   FUNDED BY     Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology (BMWi)

Within the ROSC collaborative project, key technologies 
for optical frequency standards are developed on the basis 
of rubidium two-photon absorption for their future use in 
satellites. The performance of such standards is planned to 
exceed the stability and accuracy of current space-qualified 
clocks (GPS, Galileo). This requires consistent expansion 
of the activities funded thus far by the German Aerospace 
Center in the topic area of optical frequency standards (FOK-
US, LASUS, KALEXUS, JOKARUS, OPUS). In ROSC, the 
examined portfolio for optical references will be extended 
with the addition of rubidium two-photon absorption, since 
this is where the proposers have identified the greatest po-
tential for a considerable reduction of the Size Weight and 
Power (SWaP) budget with comparably high stability and 
accuracy. HU Berlin provides the project with scientific 
and technical support in all presented work packages, with 
an emphasis on the work to develop a 5S->5D two-photon 
standard as a key component of optical clocks in space, min-
iaturised gas cells and a setup for anodically bonded cells 
(work packages 2–4).

https://www.physik.hu-berlin.de/en/qom/research/

ROSCProject  

Optical Storage in Space (Optimo-2)

PROjECT LEADER:  
Dr. Markus Christopher Krutzik (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD: April 2020 to March 2023

   FUNDED BY     Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology (BMWi)

In the scope of OPTIMO-2, a project funded by the German 
Aerospace Center on the investigation of atomic quantum 
memories for operation in space, Markus Krutzik from the 
HU is studying both experimentally and theoretically how 
robust quantum memories based on cold atoms can be put 
into practice for use in space-based quantum communica-
tion. To this end, he and his team are developing a labora-
tory setup in order to verify various memory procedures 
in cold rubidium gases related to the conditions studied in 
OPTIMO-1 for satellite-based quantum key distribution. A 
further goal of the OPTIMO-2 activities is to elaborate select-
ed quantum memory concepts for demonstration in future 
space missions so as to be able to react to corresponding 
calls to tender. This would enable the demonstration of such 
concepts in space for the first time. 
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Sexual Self-Determination and 
Disability – Reflection, Knowledge, 
Skills as Building Blocks for Change 
(ReWiKs/2)

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Sven Jennessen (Department of Rehabilitation Sciences)

FUNDING PERIOD: June 2019 to November 2022

   FUNDED BY     Federal Centre for Health Education (BZgA)

Based on the legal right as established in the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the 
research project ReWiKs, which is funded by the Federal 
Centre for Health Education, is committed to advancing and 
implementing the equal participation of people with disabil-
ities in all areas of social life. The aspects of sexuality, love, 
partnership and family represent central themes in the life 
of every individual and are of significance regardless of the 
living arrangements and/or individual physical or cognitive 
starting point.

The first funding phase focused on the development and 
evaluation of differentiated, comprehensive and practica-
ble materials that would help people living in residential 
facilities to expand their sexual self-determination. The goal 
now is to disseminate the insights obtained nationwide, to 
contribute to their long-term implementation with as many 
different major providers as possible, and to differentiate 
and maintain the various project materials.

 

Challenging Populist Truth-Making 
in Europe: The Role of Museums in a 
Digital ‘Post-Truth’ European Society 
(CHAPTER)

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Sharon Macdonald (Department of European Ethnology)

FUNDING PERIOD: October 2020 to September 2024

   FUNDED BY     Volkswagen Foundation

The research project Challenging Populist Truth-Making in 
Europe: The Role of Museums in a Digital ‘Post-Truth’ Eu-
ropean Society (CHAPTER), based at the Centre for Anthro-
pological Research on Museums and Heritage (CARMAH) 
at Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin and the Ludwig Uhland 
Institute for Empirical Cultural Studies at the University of 
Tübingen, is funded by the Volkswagen Foundation. Bring-
ing together a wide range of anthropological disciplines 
from digital, media, and museum anthropology, to political 
anthropology and the anthropology of emotions/affects, the 
project aims to develop a European perspective on how mu-
seums can challenge populist truth-making in contemporary 
digital societies. Through ethnographic research and digital 
innovation, approaches and best practices will be developed 
by researchers from Berlin (project leader Sharon Macdon-
ald), Tübingen (project leader Christoph Bareither), London 
(PI Haidy Geismar), and Krakow (PI Roma Sendyka), as well 
as from various museums in these countries, to help muse-
ums combat the growing influence of populist discourses in 
Europe. Also involved is the Vienna-based software company 
Fluxguide, with which the team will develop a museum app 
together with young visitors from three European countries.

https://www.carmah.berlin/chapter/  

Water Security for Whom? – Social and 
Material Perspectives on Inequality 
around Multipurpose Reservoirs in 
Colombia

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Tobias Krüger (Department of Geography, IRI THESys)

FUNDING PERIOD: June 2020 to May 2024

   FUNDED BY     Volkswagen Foundation

“Water Security for Whom?” investigates (in)equalities in 
water security across the water-energy-food nexus, focus-
ing on the case of multi-purpose reservoirs in Colombia. 
Dams – like many other human interventions in nature – 
reconfigure social-ecological systems as much in material 
as they do in social terms. It is thus an understanding of 
socio-material dynamics that forms the basis of the research 
on how multi-purpose dams may reconfigure but also dis-
rupt local livelihoods and water, energy and food sectors. 
The social-ecological impacts of dams are at times highly 
unequally distributed across social groups and geographies. 
By asking “Water Security for Whom?” the project seeks 
to investigate how and to what extent the water security of 
some social groups can come at the cost of the water or food/
energy insecurity of others. A key objective is to broaden the 
notion of equality by adding a social-ecological dimension 
operationalised through the concept of “hydrosocial territo-
ries” and through a novel methodology of interdisciplinary 
integration and contrast. This new approach of “situated 
modelling” is being advanced and empirically tested to fos-
ter conversations between social and natural sciences and 
affected communities around the topic of water security.

https://www.iri-thesys.org/research/research-projects/

water-security-for-whom-social-and-material-

perspectives-on-inequality-around-multipurpose-

reservoirs-in-colombia/  

University Turkish Studies | Judicial 
Autonomy under Authoritarian Attack: 
Patterns of Possible Strategies of 
Resilience

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Silvia von Steinsdorff (Department of Social Sciences)

FUNDING PERIOD: July 2020 to August 2023

   FUNDED BY     Stiftung Mercator

The foundation Stiftung Mercator has set itself the goal of 
promoting a contemporary image of Turkey.  Under the di-
rection of Prof. Dr. Silvia von Steinsdorff, an international 
and interdisciplinary team at Department of Social Sciences 
is analysing the constitutional process in light of the current 
social and political conflicts in Turkey.

This research project “Judicial Autonomy under Author-
itarian Attack” analyses the legal and political reforms of 
European judicial systems over the last 20 years. It aims to 
document populist-authoritarian attacks on judicial inde-
pendence and to identify possible patterns. The comparative 
analysis is intended to contribute to a better understanding 
of the “democratic backsliding” in Europe as well as to the 
development of effective counterstrategies. 
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The Einstein Foundation Berlin was founded in 2009 
by the State of Berlin. The foundation aims to promote 
science and research of top international calibre in Ber-
lin and to establish the city as a centre of scientific ex-
cellence. Funding is provided within the framework of 
various programmes from the funding lines of individ-
ual funding, project funding, and structural funding. 
Individual funding includes, for example, the Einstein 
Strategic Professorships: targeted top appointments 
from abroad that are of outstanding strategic impor-
tance for Berlin as a science location. The Einstein Vis-
iting Fellowship also aims to integrate leading foreign 
researchers into Berlin’s research and science landscape 
in the long term by giving them the opportunity to set 
up their own working group.

INFO



Einstein Visiting Fellowship

FELLOW:  
Panayiota Poirazi, PhD (Institute of Molecular Biology  

and Biotechnology (IMBB) on Crete in Greece)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

March 2020 to February 2023

HOST:  

Prof. Dr. Matthew Larkum (Department of Biology)

Panayiota Poirazi is a neuroscientist who holds 
a Research Director position at the Institute of 

Molecular Biology and Biotechnology (IMBB) on 
the Greek island of Crete. Her research focuses 
on the question of the role played by dendrites – 
branched extensions of nerve cells – in complex 
brain functions. As an Einstein Visiting Fellow 

at the “NeuroCure” Cluster of Excellence, Poirazi 
will support a research project in which neuronal 

mechanisms are investigated with regard to behav-
ioural flexibility. In particular, Poirazi’s expertise in 
using computational modelling techniques is an 

immense enrichment for neuroscientific research 
in Berlin. 

https://www.einsteinfoundation.de/fellows-

projekte/einstein-fellows-und-professorinnen/

einstein-visiting-fellows/panayiota-poirazi/  

Einstein Visiting Fellowship

FELLOW:  
Prof. Dr. Bertil Tungodden (Department of Economics at  

NHH Norwegian School of Economics in Bergen, Norway)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

July 2019 to June 2024

HOST:  

Prof. Georg Weizsäcker, PhD  

(Faculty of Economics and Business Administration)

Bertil Tungodden is one of Europe’s most es-
teemed researchers in the fields of behavioural and 
developmental economics. His research is closely 
connected to the CRC/Transregio 190 “Rationality 

and Competition” established in 2017 as a consorti-
um of researchers of the HU Faculty of Economics 
and Business Administration and other research 
institutions in Berlin, as well as from LMU Mu-

nich. Bertil Tungodden is Professor of Economics 
in the Department of Economics at NHH Norwe-
gian School of Economics in Bergen, Norway, and 
also Scientific Director of the FAIR Centre at the 
Norwegian School of Economics (NHH) in Ber-
gen. Therefore, his Einstein Visiting Fellowship 
will create sustainable research cooperation with 
ties between researchers in Berlin and Bergen.

The aim of the project “Heterogeneity in Views 
on Fairness and Equality” is to combine expertise 
in different approaches to study the heterogeneity 

of different fairness standards as well as other 
deviations from the standard model and to explore 

their impacts. 

https://www.einsteinfoundation.de/fellows-

projekte/einstein-fellows-und-professorinnen/

einstein-visiting-fellows/bertil-tungodden/  

Einstein Strategic Professorship 
Cognitive Neuroscience of Aging 

and Memory

PROFESSOR:  
Prof. Dr. Roberto Cabeza (Department of Psychology)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

October 2020 to September 2025

Continuing to advance the neurosciences is one 
of the most important strategic goals at both 

Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin and Charité – 
Universitätsmedizin Berlin. Charité’s mission to 
prevent or cure disease and to maintain health by 

generating and translating research data into med-
ical treatments and educational programmes is 

complemented by HU Berlin’s mission to conduct 
state-of-the-art fundamental research. Charité and 
HU Berlin run a substantial number of joint pro-
jects in the field within the scope of the Excellence 
Initiative (NeuroCure, Mind & Brain), ERC grants, 
research training groups, and BMBF projects. The 
establishment of a new joint professorship “Cogni-
tive Neuroscience of Ageing and Memory” and the 
appointment of Dr. Roberto Cabeza, a scientist of 

outstanding international reputation, will allow for 
close collaborations with several strong partners in 

Berlin.

https://www.einsteinfoundation.de/en/fellows-

projects/einstein-fellows-professors/einstein-

strategic-professorship/roberto-cabeza/  

Einstein Strategic Professorship 
Social Intelligence

PROFESSOR:  
Prof. Dr. Marcel Braß (Department of Psychology)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

October 2020 to September 2025

Psychologist Marcel Braß deals with the neuronal 
and cognitive foundations of our social behaviour. 
He took up his Einstein Strategic Professorship at 
the Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin in the winter 
semester 2020/21. He also conducts research in 

the “Science of Intelligence” Cluster of Excellence.

Prof. Braß leads the research group “Social Intel-
ligence”, which investigates the socio-cognitive 

mechanisms underlying our ability to successfully 
navigate our social environment. The group in-

vestigates social intelligence on the sensorimotor, 
symbolic and cultural levels. A second research 

focus of the group is related to the neuro-cognitive 
mechanisms on which intentional and cognitive 
control are based. This research addresses the 

foundations of human cognitive flexibility and hu-
man volition. Methodologically, the group uses the 

entire range of cognitive neuroscience methods, 
including brain imaging techniques such as fMRI 
and EEG, brain stimulation such as TMS and also 
mental chronometry. Furthermore, the group also 

investigate pathologies of social cognition, and 
last but not least, implements virtual reality as a 

research tool.

https://www.einsteinfoundation.de/fellows-

projekte/einstein-fellows-und-professorinnen/

einstein-profil-professoren/marcel-brass/  

Funded by
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Horizon 2020 is the EU’s research and innovation pro-
gramme with which the European Commission funds 
excellent basic research as well as innovative interna-
tional collaborative projects to strengthen the competi- 
tiveness of European industry. The funding spectrum 
includes the excellence funding of the European Re-
search Council (ERC), various mobility formats of the 
Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA) and research 
infrastructures on specific priority topics.

EU collaborative projects are carried out as Research 
and/or Innovation Acts by consortia with partners from 
different countries. The aim is to develop new know-
ledge, technologies, processes, products, and services.

INFO



New Frontiers for Legal Teaching  
and Training (EULysses)

HU-PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Dr. Stefan Grundmann (Faculty of Law)

FUNDING PERIOD: September 2020 to August 2023

As of 2020, five European Law School partner universities 
form the Strategic Partnership EULysses – New Frontiers for 
Legal Teaching and Training. Through EULysses, the estab-
lished cooperative relationships in the ELS network are con-
solidated, networked courses with teachers from different 
universities are made possible, and new, interdisciplinary 
subject areas are opened up for legal education.

With this purpose in mind, EULysses focuses its activities 
on 3 areas:

1.  Establishing an exchange program at the level of profes-
sors and lecturers between the law faculties of the partic-
ipating universities.

2.  Creation of events for students on European topics of the 
future, such as European governance or identity, with the 
participation of lecturers from a) the ELS partner univer-
sities, as well as b) neighbouring disciplines (e.g. political 
sciences).

3.  Setting up joint digital infrastructures (Joint Digital Plat-
form) with, in particular, a digital research map, which will 
strengthen both the visibility of the partners to the outside 
world and the cooperation within the EULysses network.

EULysses links the law faculties of the participating universi-
ties tightly and permanently in the area of teaching and thus 
lays the foundations for joint projects in research, teaching 
and third-party funded projects. 

https://www.european-law-school.eu/de/rm/index  

Carbon in Sealed and De-Sealed  
Soils of Berlin (Kosie)

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Jutta Zeitz (Albrecht Daniel Thaer-Institute  

of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences)

FUNDING PERIOD: November 2019 to March 2023

Cities are hotspots of anthropogenic CO2 emissions. Con-
sequently, they have a special responsibility to implement 
measures and strategies to avoid greenhouse gas emissions. 
Despite great potential, a systematic management of the 
carbon reservoirs of Berlin’s soils is still lacking at present. 
The overarching goal of this project is to strengthen urban 
climate conservation through the protection and develop-
ment of soils and their carbon reservoirs.

The project “Kosie” aims to create a planning foundation 
for the knowledge-based management of the natural carbon 
reservoirs in sealed and de-sealed soils. Since in Berlin, so 
far only information on carbon reservoirs of unsealed soils 
is available, the initial aim of this project is to establish a 
scientific database on sealed and de-sealed soils. To this end, 
soil investigations will be carried out on areas in Berlin and a 
pedological database constructed. The results of the analysis 
and evaluation of the soil data will be published in 2023 in 
the form of a user-friendly brochure.

The project results support the goals of the “Berlin Energy 
and Climate Protection Programme 2030” and create incen-
tives for reducing the sealing of the soil and implementing 
de-sealing and compensatory measures with environmental 
and climate protection in mind.

https://www.agrar.hu-berlin.de/de/institut/

departments/dntw/bodenkstandortl/forschung/

projekte/kosie-1/kosie  

Human Brain Project  
(Specific Grant Agreement 3)

PROjECT COORDINATOR:  
Paweł Świeboda (EBRAINS)

HU-PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Matthew Larkum (Department of Biology)

FUNDING PERIOD: April 2020 to September 2023

The Human Brain Project (HBP) is a flagship in the area 
of future and emerging technologies (FET) (total fund-
ing budget of 607 Mio EUR since 2013). It comprises an 
EU-funded Core Project and complementary Partnering Pro-
jects, and is now entering its fourth and final phase with Spe-
cific Grant Agreement 3 (SGA3). Building on scientific and 
technical foundations laid in earlier phases, SGA3 will deliv-
er EBRAINS, a comprehensive European scientific research 
infrastructure built by neuroscientists for neuroscientists to 
promote deeper understanding of the brain and exploitation 
of that knowledge in medicine, computing and other tech-
nological fields. The HBP’s multi-level human brain atlas 
supports better scientific insights, since it brings together 
data from different brains and brain regions. The HBP will 
also improve society’s capacity to model the brain, mimic it, 
and create computers and robots driven by artificial brains, 
as well as driving improved treatment of brain diseases.

https://www.humanbrainproject.eu/en/  

Collaborative Learning in Research, 
Information-Sharing and Governance 
on How Urban Forest-Based Solutions 
Support Sino-European Urban Futures 
(CLEARING HOUSE)

PROjECT COORDINATOR:  
Prof. Dr. Rik De Vreese (European Forest Institute)

HU-PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Dagmar Haase (Department of Geography)

FUNDING PERIOD: September 2019 to August 2023

Trees and forests are proven nature-based solutions that con-
tribute to a sustainable urban development. Their potential 
for providing ecosystem services, enhancing biodiversity and 
improving the well-being of urban societies is often underes-
timated and rarely taken advantage of. CLEARING HOUSE 
provides data and tools that facilitate mobilising the full po-
tential of urban forests as nature-based solutions (UF-NBS).

CLEARING HOUSE will not only review existing knowledge 
but also generate new data, for example from the compara-
tive analysis of ten selected case study cities in Europe and 
China. The findings will relate to the social, economic and 
policy drivers of UF-NBS, their design and implementation, 
and their impacts on urban ecosystems and human well-be-
ing on all continents. By relying on early adopted co-design 
and citizen science approaches, CLEARING HOUSE will 
ensure that its research programme precisely meets the de-
mands of end users and decision-makers. 

https://clearinghouseproject.eu/  
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Disruptive Approaches to  
Atom-Light Interfaces (DAALI)

PROjECT COORDINATOR:  
Prof. Dr. Darrick Chang (ICFO – Institute of Photonic Sciences)

HU-PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Arno Rauschenbeutel (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD: October 2020 to September 2023

Realising efficient interfaces between photons and atoms 
forms the basis for a wide range of applications, such as 
quantum memories for light and nonlinear optics at the 
single-photon level. Despite many spectacular demonstra-
tions of atom-light interactions, current interfaces still face 
major limitations. Bringing together theoretical and exper-
imental expertise in atomic physics, quantum optics and 
photonics, the EU-funded DAALI project aims to overcome 
these challenges. In particular, the research team will devel-
op new physical platforms such as nano-photonic systems, 
which offer unprecedented atom-photon coupling strengths, 
and novel paradigms, for example those based on atomic 
arrays in order to harness the considerable power of wave 
interference.

https://daali-project.eu/  

A Financial Supervision and 
Technology Compliance Training 
Programme (FIN-TECH)

PROjECT COORDINATOR:  
Prof. Dr. Paolo Giudici (University of Pavia)

HU-PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Härdle (Faculty of Economics and Business 

Administration)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2019 to June 2021

Financial technology (FinTech) solutions that employ Big 
Data analytics, artificial intelligence and blockchain technol-
ogies are being introduced into the financial industry at an 
extraordinary rate. While they provide FinTech companies 
with ample opportunities, they also invite many challenges, 
such as cyberattacks, risks associated with the contagion 
effect and compliance concerns, which are of key interest 
to regulatory and supervisory bodies.

The EU-funded FIN-TECH project aims to create a Euro-
pean training programme that offers shared risk manage-
ment solutions that can be implemented to automatise the 
compliance of FinTech companies while also increasing the 
efficiency of supervisory activities. In a nutshell, the project 
is designed to boost the European FinTech ecosystem by 
delivering standardised procedures for FinTech risk man-
agement. 

Forced Displacement and Refugee- 
Host Community Solidarity (FOCUS)

PROjECT COORDINATOR:  
Nana Wiedemann (IFRC Reference Centre for Psychosocial Support 

[PS Centre]/International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Societies [IFRC])

HU-PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Naika Foroutan (Department of Social Sciences, German  

Centre for Integration and Migration Research), Dana Abdel Fatah 

(Berlin Institute for Integration and Migration Research)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2019 to June 2022

In the years 2015 and 2016, the EU experienced an unprec-
edented influx of refugees and migrants. This had a pro-
found impact on the lives of the refugees, while it has also 
given rise to a multitude of challenges for the social and 
health services as well as the labour markets in the host 
communities. FOCUS investigates the socio-psychological 
dimensions of refugee and host community relations and 
the socio-economic integration of refugees, and analyses 
what this means for the host societies. The aim of FOCUS 
is to develop evidence-based solutions for the integration of 
refugees in order to increase tolerance, facilitate peaceful 
coexistence and reduce radicalisation across Europe and the 
Middle East.  

https://www.focus-refugees.eu/  

Observatory for Political Texts in 
European Democracies: A European 
Research Infrastructure (OPTED)

PROjECT COORDINATOR:  
Prof. Hajo Boomgaarden, PhD (University of Vienna)  

HU-PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Heike Klüver (Department of Social Sciences)

FUNDING PERIOD: October 2020 to September 2023

Liberal democracy is facing many challenges in Europe, 
making it imperative that we remain informed and ded-
icated to supporting its resilience and sustainability with 
well-defined, transparent actions. Today’s social scientists 
have the possibility to adequately observe and analyse the 
political and societal developments empirically through the 
political texts produced by political actors, citizens, media 
and NGOs. However, the fragmentation of the research field, 
the language and context sensitivity of the available tools and 
unclear legal and ethical frameworks are major obstacles.

The EU-funded OPTED project will lay the foundation in 
terms of conceptual design work for a European research 
infrastructure to support political text analysis. 17 research 
institutions are involved in the development and applica-
tion of instruments and techniques, the standardisation of 
quality estimation, scientific community building and the 
elaboration of legal and ethical frameworks.

https://opted.eu/  
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Art and Research on Transformations 
of Individuals and Societies (ARTIS)

PROjECT COORDINATOR:  
Prof. Matthew Pelowski, PhD (University of Vienna)

HU-PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Michael Pauen (Department of Philosophy),  

Dr. Joerg Fingerhut (Department of Philosophy)

FUNDING PERIOD: February 2020 to January 2025

In advancing great efficacy in art it is necessary to build a sys-
tematic programme that combines empirical and theoretical 
research with the perspectives of artists, art educators and 
other stakeholders of the art world. The EU-funded ARTIS 
project aims to integrate state-of-the-art empirical approach-
es from psychology, neuroscience and phenomenology with 
the intent of conducting a series of investigations that iden-
tify specific types of experiences with art. The project then 
aims to combine the empirical knowledge with a series of 
interventions, including workshops and experimentations, 
to generate new ways of thinking, engagement, and action 
in assessing the impact of the arts.

https://artis.univie.ac.at/  

Crossing! Improving the Trans-
Boundary Wildlife Management of 
Toon and Moose (ŁośBonasus)

PROjECT COORDINATOR:  
Dr. Hannes J. König (Leibniz Centre for  

Agricultural Landscape Research (ZALF))

HU-PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Tobias Kümmerle (Department of Geography)

FUNDING PERIOD: July 2019 to December 2022

Moose and bison once roamed the forests of Europe. Habitat 
loss, hunting and poaching led to the extermination of the 
bison in Poland and Germany; only few moose were able to 
survive in the forests of Poland. Breeding and reintroduc-
tion programmes as well as improved protection regulations 
contributed to the slow recovery of both species in Poland, 
which are now increasingly finding their way to Germany. 
While representing a great opportunity for biodiversity, the 
return of these large mammals also brings challenges for 
humans and animals. Conflicts can occur where human 
interests and animal needs collide (damages to agriculture 
and forestry, road accidents, and human-animal encounters 
in recreation and hunting).

The overarching goal of the “ŁośBonasus – Crossing!” pro-
ject is to initiate and improve cross-border wildlife manage-
ment for bison and moose in the programme area, in line 
with economic, political, and social interests of the border 
region between Germany and Poland.

Wildlife management – where it exists – has so far ended 
at national borders. The project therefore takes a holistic, 
transnational approach to monitoring, research, manage-
ment, and stakeholder participation to address these deficits 
in the wildlife management of bison and elk.

https://www.wwf.de/themen-projekte/projektregionen/

brandenburg/losbonasus-crossing/das-projekt  

Futuristic Beehives for a Smart 
Metropolis (HIVEOPOLIS)

PROjECT COORDINATOR:  
Prof. Dr. Thomas Schmickl (University of Graz)

HU-PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Verena Hafner (Department of Computer Science)

FUNDING PERIOD: April 2019 to March 2024

Honeybees are important pollinators and support various 
vital ecosystems with their ecological services. However, 
anthropogenic changes to natural habitats are causing dis-
ruptive disturbances that are currently endangering hon-
eybee colonies around the world and often also incur an 
immense financial toll. The HIVEOPOLIS project aims to 
help the bees in coping with these adverse environmental 
factors by establishing technologies in and around a futur-
istic honeybee colony that allow the colony to perform well 
even in very challenging environments, for example within 
high-precision farming, including monocultural agriculture 
involving pesticides, within smart cities of the future and 
within highly industrialised areas. This project aims to make 
technologies available to honeybees that are by nature inac-
cessible for them (internet, databases, satellite data, robots...) 
and to transmit the information collected by bees through 
these channels to humans and other hives. This interaction 
between hives, technologies and humans is called HIVEO-
POLIS. HIVEOPOLIS technology will be integrated in such 
a way that it provides a synergistic added value to the bee 
colony, its owners and society in general. It will be sustaina-
ble from both an ecological and an intellectual point of view 
(open software, open hardware, open data, citizen science). 
Ultimately, HIVEOPOLIS will bring honeybee societies into 
a new future and will integrate them into the hearts of future 
smart cities. 

https://www.hiveopolis.eu/  

High-Accuracy Printed Electronics 
Down to µm Size, for Organic 
Large Area Electronics (OLAE) Thin 
Film Transistor (TFT) and Display 
Applications (HI-ACCURACY)

PROjECT COORDINATOR:  
Alexander Blümel (JOANNEUM RESEARCH  

Forschungsgesellschaft mbH) 

HU-PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Emil List-Kratochvil (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD: April 2020 to March 2023

The global market for organic electronics is currently esti-
mated at EUR 28.3 billion. Organic displays represent the 
largest revenue source for the organic electronics market. 
Displays that combine electroluminescent quantum dots 
and organic light-emitting diodes (OLED) are an emerging 
technology with the potential to fundamentally change the 
competition amongst current display technologies. The 
EU-funded HI-ACCURACY project will contribute to the de-
velopment of this new generation of brighter, more efficient 
displays. It plans to produce front and backplane structures 
with feature sizes approaching 1 µm. To do so, it will use 
cutting-edge low-cost materials and printing inks as well as 
scalable, cost-effective printing and deposition approaches. 
The successful implementation of the proposed methods 
will set the stage for commercialising quantum dot OLED 
displays.

https://www.hi-accuracy.eu/index.html  
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Novel Materials Discovery (NOMAD) 

PROjECT COORDINATOR:  
Prof. Dr. Matthias Scheffler (Max Planck Society  

for the Advancement of Science)

HU-PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Claudia Draxl (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD: October 2020 to March 2024

The Novel Materials Discovery (NOMAD) Laboratory main-
tains the largest repository for input and output files of all 
important computational materials science codes. From its 
open-access data, it builds several Big-Data Services, help-
ing to advance materials science and engineering. NOMAD 
creates, collects, stores, and cleanses computational mate-
rials science data, derived from the most important materi-
als science codes available today. In addition, the NOMAD 
Laboratory CoE develops tools for mining this data in order 
to find structures, correlations, and novel information that 
could not be discovered from studying smaller data sets. To-
gether, the large volume of data and innovative tools enable 
researchers in basic research and engineering to advance 
materials science, identify new physical phenomena and 
help industry to improve existing and develop novel prod-
ucts and technologies.

https://nomad-coe.eu/  

Platform Labour in Urban Spaces: 
Fairness, Welfare, Development (PLUS)

PROjECT COORDINATOR:  
Prof. Dr. Sandro Mezzadra (University of Bologna)

HU-PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Manuela Bojadžijev (Department of European Ethnology)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2019 to March 2022

PLUS aims to address the main features of the platform 
economy’s impact on work, welfare, and social protection 
through a ground-breaking trans-urban approach. The 
project’s goal is to paint a picture of such transformations, 
proposing an innovative approach that identifies the ur-
ban dimension as a fundamental stage for measuring and 
evaluating the social and economic impact of these inno-
vations and for developing more inclusive policies. In this 
way, PLUS will contribute towards filling a gap both in un-
derstanding and in tackling challenges posed by the digiti-
sation of labour. PLUS frames a grid of investigation that 
encompasses four disruptive platforms (Airbnb, Deliveroo, 
Helpling and Uber) and seven European cities (Barcelona, 
Berlin, Bologna, Lisbon, London, Paris, Tallinn).

https://project-plus.eu/  

Active research projects in 2019/2020

Research in numbers

(active = projects that were administered at Humboldt-Universität in 2019/2020)

Clusters of Excellence

DFG collaborative projects

BMBF projects

Foundation-funded projects

EU collaborative projects

ERC projects

Early-career researcher projects

DFG Emmy Noether  
junior research groups

Freigeist Fellowships of the 
Volkswagen Foundation

BMBF junior 
research groups

MSCA postdoctoral 
fellowships

Number Title

HU as coordinator 1 Matters of Activity.Image Space Material (MoA)

HU as participant (at university level) 3 NeuroCure, Math+, Science of Intelligence (SCIoI)

HU as participant (at PI-level) 3 Unifying Systems in Catalysis (UniSysCat), Contestations of the Liberal Script 
(SCRIPTS), Temporal Communities – Doing Literature in a Global Perspective

Research Training Groups (RTG)

2019 2020

HU as coordinator 9 11

HU as participant 7 9

2019 2020

319 389

2019 2020

382 529

2019 2020

40 48

2019 2020

Starting Grants 4 4

Consolidator Grants 2 4

Advanced Grants 4 5

Synergy Grants 2 2

Integrative Research Institutes

• IRIS Adlershof

• IRI for the Life Sciences

• IRI on Transformations of Human-Environment Systems

• IRI Law & Society

Interdisciplinary Centres

• August Boeckh Centre for Antiquity

• Interdisciplinary Centre for Educational Research

• Interdisciplinary Center for Research in Mathematical Physics

•  Border Crossings – Crossing Borders. Berlin  
Center for Transnational Border Studies

• Interdisciplinary Center Computational Neuroscience

• Zentrum für Inklusionsforschung Berlin

•  Berlin Institute for Empirical Integration and Migration Research 

• Robert K. Merton Center for Science Studies 

• Georg-Simmel Center for Metropolitan Studies

2019 2020

13 18

2019 2020

2 4

2019 2020

2 3

2019 2020

7 8

Research Units (FOR)

2019 2020

HU as coordinator 4 4

HU as participant 9 8

Collaborative Research Centres (CRC)

2019 2020

HU as coordinator 2 4

HU as participant 6 11
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The European Commission has created the Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA) as part 
of the European Framework Programme for Research and Innovation (Horizon 2020) to 
support the transnational and intersectoral mobility and career development of researchers. 
The MSCAs include Innovative Training Networks (ITN): European networks for structured 
doctoral training. The ITN programme comes in three variants: European Training Net-
works (ETN), European Industrial Networks (EID), and European Joint Doctorates (EJD)

INFO

A New Generation of Microbial 
Expression Hosts and Tools for the 
Production of Biotherapeutics and 
High-Value Enzymes (SECRETERS)

PROjECT COORDINATOR:  
Prof. Dr. Jan Maarten van Dijl (University Medical Center Groningen)

HU-PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Edda Klipp (Department of Biology)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2019 to June 2023

The SECRETERS partnership builds new-generation micro-
bial platforms for the production of disulphide-bonded and 
new format “difficult-to-express” proteins. The project in-
volves a total of five academic and six private sector partners.

The challenge addressed in the SECRETERS programme is 
that of markedly enhancing the EU’s capacity for the pro-
duction of secreted high-quality recombinant proteins, with 
a special emphasis on therapeutic proteins (biotherapeu-
tics) and industrial enzymes that are difficult to express. The 
combined markets are in excess of 140 billion US dollars 
p.a., and the products are of massive significance for the 
healthcare sector and a sustainable bio-based economy. SE-
CRETERS will address some of the most urgent outstanding 
problems associated with these industries:

1.  Powerful new microbial platforms are being developed that 
can produce disulphide-bonded proteins in unusually high 
quantities and unparalleled quality. 

2.  A comprehensive training programme will equip early-stage 
researchers with the interdisciplinary and cross-sectoral 
skills required for professional success in these industries.

3.  The project will raise the profile of the European biotech-
nology industry through a wide-ranging dissemination and 
outreach programme.

http://secreters-msca-itn.eu/  

Bottom-Up Generation of Atomically 
Precise Synthetic 2D Materials for High 
Performance in Energy and Electronic 
Applications – A Multi-Site Innovative 
Training Action (ULTIMATE)

PROjECT COORDINATOR:  
Prof. Dr. Paolo Samorì (University of Strasbourg)

HU-PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Stefan Hecht (Department of Chemistry)

FUNDING PERIOD: October 2019 to September 2023

The “graphene rush” boosted the design and fabrication of 
so-called synthetic two-dimensional materials, namely (non-)
covalent organic and metal-organic networks of monomers 
with periodic bonds along both orthogonal directions, whose 
unique nanostructures allow for exotic electrical, optical 
and magnetic properties, inspiring innovation in socio-eco-
nomically critical fields such as electronics and energy. Fully 
exploiting the potential of synthetic 2D materials requires 
thorough characterisation of their properties to support the 
optimisation of their tuneable characteristics. The EU-fund-
ed ULTIMATE project is training a new generation of young 
researchers from various fields to accelerate the precisely 
controlled generation of synthetic two-dimensional materi-
als for next-generation devices. 

https://ultimate.u-strasbg.fr/  

Funded by
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European Network for Particle Physics, 
Lattice Field Theory and Extreme 
Computing (EuroPLEx)

PROjECT COORDINATOR:  
Prof. Dr. Francesco Di Renzo (University of Parma) 

HU-PROjECT LEADER:  
Valentina Forini, PhD (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2019 to September 2023

EuroPLEx (European Network for Particle Physics, Lattice 
Field Theory and Extreme Computing) is a Marie Skłodows-
ka-Curie Innovative Training Network funded by the Euro-
pean Commission under the Horizon 2020 programme.

EuroPLEx provides a stimulating and fertile environment 
for training a new generation of researchers in Theoretical 
Particle Physics, equipped with all the analytical and com-
putational skills that are distinctive of the field of Lattice 
QCD. The main core of EuroPLEx research aims at a deeper 
understanding of strongly interacting matter. This will be 
pursued by numerical simulations of the underlying fun-
damental theories, including mainly (but not only) QCD.

EuroPLEx enables a solid comparison of forthcoming exper-
imental results from high-energy experiments (e.g. those of 
LHC Run-2 at CERN) to our best theoretical understanding. 
EuroPLEx will also confront the theoretical and computa-
tional challenges of describing matter under extreme con-
ditions such as high temperature and density, aiming to 
obtain a picture of the so far elusive QCD phase diagram. 
Finally, EuroPLEx explores subjects at the interface between 
non-perturbative Quantum Field Theory and theoretical sce-
narios like those put forward by Resurgence or String The-
ory, interacting with theorists interested in the astonishing 
capabilities of lattice field theories as a theoretical laboratory.

https://europlex.unipr.it/  

Ultra-High Charge Carrier Mobility to 
Elucidate Transport Mechanisms in 
Molecular Semiconductors (UHMob) 

PROjECT COORDINATOR:  
Prof. Dr. Yves Geerts (Free University of Brussels)

HU-PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Norbert Koch (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD: May 2019 to April 2023

Funded by the Marie Skłodowska-Curie programme, UH-
Mob is a multi-site European Training Network (ETN) bring-
ing together six universities, two research centres, and two 
Europe-based companies. Its aim is to advance training and 
research in the multidisciplinary and cross-sectoral field of 
organic electronics. Fifteen young researchers will use ad-
vanced techniques to elucidate the charge transport mech-
anisms in molecular semiconductors. Researchers will also 
explore the coupling of the molecular semiconductors with 
the vacuum electromagnetic field – a radically new concept 
in physics that holds great promise for modulating the opto-
electronic properties of materials. By leveraging the strength 
of the EU in the field of organic electronics, UHMob out-
comes have the potential to trigger transformations in many 
diverse fields.

Conversational Brains (COBRA)

PROjECT COORDINATOR:  
Prof. Dr. Noël Nguyen (Aix-Marseille University)

HU-PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Christine Mooshammer (Department of German Studies and 

Linguistics), Tomaz Freire Offrede (Department of German Studies and 

Linguistics)

FUNDING PERIOD: February 2020 to January 2024

“Conversational Brains” – COBRA for short – is a cross-sec-
toral international Marie Skłodowska-Curie Innovative 
Training Network (ITN) with the purpose of training the 
next generation of researchers to accurately characterise and 
model the linguistic, cognitive and neuronal mechanisms 
that allow conversation to unfold in both human-human and 
human-machine interactions. 

The network comprises ten world-class academic research 
centres that deal with language, cognition and the human 
brain, as well as four non-academic partners. With this 
unique combined expertise, COBRA offers the 15 early-stage 
researchers an outstanding training programme as well as 
strong exposure to the emerging field of conversational 
brains, including in the non-academic sector. Research and 
training activities focus on two major mechanisms em-
ployed by speakers in conversational interactions, namely 
interactive alignment and prediction.

At the Humboldt-Universität, PhD Fellow Tomaz Offrede 
is researching phonetic convergence in his subproject titled 
“ESR5: Communicative Alignment at the Physiological Lev-
el”, with special focus on breathing and articulation.

https://www.cobra-network.eu/  
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The European Research Council (ERC), funded by the 
EU’s research and innovation programme (Horizon 
2020), supports outstanding researchers at different 
stages of their careers and their teams in five different 
funding lines, primarily based on the applicants’ level 
of experience: ERC Starting Grant, ERC Consolidator 
Grant, ERC Advanced Grant, ERC Synergy Grant, and 
ERC Proof of Concept.

INFO



Quantum Repeater Architectures 
Based on Quantum Memories and 

Photonic Encoding (QUREP)

PROjECT LEADER:  
Dr. Tim Schröder (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

December 2020 to November 2025

ERC STARTING GRANT

The movement of electrons and photons under-
lies the transfer of information in conventional 
electrical and optical communication systems. 
Information is literally transported across great 

distances by the movement of these tiny particles 
in overground, underground and even subsea elec-
trical and fibre-optic cables. Quantum communi-
cation takes advantage of quantum entanglement 

and teleportation to transfer matter or energy from 
one point to another without having to physically 
traverse the distance. Just like conventional am-
plifiers at “intermediate nodes”, quantum com-

munication relies on quantum repeaters to cross 
long distances. Two concepts have emerged for the 

implementation of quantum repeaters; however, 
they have not yet been investigated as far as being 
merged within one hybrid system combining the 
strengths of each. The EU-funded QUREP project 
has set out to do just that via combined theoretical 
and experimental studies, investigating for the first 

time an interconnected system of two disparate 
solid-state resources for quantum communication.

Solvated Ions in Solid Electrodes: 
Alternative Routes Toward 

Rechargeable Batteries Based on 
Abundant Elements (SEED)

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Philipp Adelhelm (Department of Chemistry)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

June 2020 to May 2025

ERC CONSOLIDATOR GRANT

Currently considered the best option for electric 
vehicles and grid storage, lithium-ion batteries 

are based on solid electrodes separated by a liquid 
electrolyte between which lithium ions (Li+) are 

reversibly exchanged during charge and discharge. 
Efficient Li+ transport is vital for ensuring good 
performance. With the goal of reducing costs, 
scientists have already attempted to apply the 

concept of lithium-ion batteries to other more fre-
quently occurring ions. However, the unfavourable 
mismatch between solid electrode host structures 
and ion radii i.e. the poor ratio of charge/radius 
has resulted in limited progress in this regard. 

The EU-funded SEED project now aims to tackle 
this issue by intercalating solvated ions into solid 

electrodes. In this way, the project enables the 
reversible storage of a variety of ions in advanced 

host structures.

Reconstructing the Coordinated 
Self-Assembly of a Bacterial 

Nanomachine (BacNanoMachine)

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Marc Erhardt (Department of Biology)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

October 2020 to September 2025

ERC CONSOLIDATOR GRANT

Life has developed diverse protein machines 
and bacteria provide many fascinating examples 

thereof. Flagella are the primary organelles of 
motility in bacteria and enable movement towards 

nutrients and away from harmful substances, 
a process known as chemotaxis. The bacterial 

flagellum is by far the most prominent extracellu-
lar structure known in bacteria, and is generated 

via self-assembly of several tens of thousands of in-
dividual building blocks. However, a great deal of 
questions concerning the regulation, organisation 
and assembly of this remarkably complex motility 
organelle remain poorly understood. The research 

programme funded by the European Research 
Council until 2025 implements a combination of 

genetic engineering, biochemistry and fluorescent 
microscopy techniques to understand the genetic 

regulation, self-assembly and protein export mech-
anisms of this fascinating nanomachine. This nov-
el, integrative approach makes it possible to move 
beyond the classical, descriptive characterisation 

of protein complexes towards an engineering-type 
understanding of the extraordinarily robust and 
coordinated assembly of a multi-component mo-

lecular machine. 

https://www.baktphys.hu-berlin.de/  

Uncovering the Origins of Mass: 
Discovery of the di-Higgs Process 
and Constraints on the Higgs Self-

Coupling (HiggsSelfCoupling)

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Cigdem Issever (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

June 2019 to May 2024

ERC ADVANCED GRANT

The Standard Model of particle physics describes 
the elementary constituents of matter and their 

interactions. In 2012, its last ingredient, the Higgs 
boson, was discovered at the Large Hadron Col-
lider (LHC). The exploration of the Higgs boson 
allows some of the most pressing problems in 

theoretical physics to be addressed. 

A particularly crucial measurement is the pro-
duction cross-section of Higgs boson pairs, 

which provides unique information on the Higgs 
self-coupling and on the underlying nature of 

the electroweak symmetry breaking mechanism. 
Most feasibility studies on the Higgs self-coupling 

conclude that there will be insufficient data for 
this measurement in the coming decade. Howev-
er, the latest feasibility studies by Cigdem Issever 
indicate that by using the Higgs pair production 

process with four bottom quarks in the final state, 
the discovery of the di-Higgs process and its cross 
section measurement can be made much earlier. 

This project aims to develop and complete the first 
measurement of the di-Higgs cross section and the 
most stringent bounds on the Higgs self-coupling 

before 2023.

Funded by
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The Self-Teaching Brain 
(BrainPlay)

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Michael Brecht (Department of Biology, Bernstein  

Center for Computational Neuroscience Berlin)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

August 2019 to January 2026

ERC SYNERGY GRANT

The EU project “BrainPlay” deals with the process 
of learning and the question of how brain func-

tions – especially during self-learning – can be op-
timised. Scientists from the Humboldt-Universität 

zu Berlin, Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin 
and the University of Geneva are cooperating on 

this project.

Scientists have long been studying how humans 
can optimise the process of learning and improv-
ing brain functions. With so many people world-
wide spending a lot of time playing video games, 

this is a topic gaining increasing attention at 
present. Multiple studies have shown that activ-
ity observed during play can bring unexpectedly 
profound cognitive benefits. For this reason, the 
project focuses on a comprehensive, interdisci-
plinary study on the promising mechanisms of 
learning through play, from the cellular level to 
overall cognitive performance. More specifically, 
BrainPlay will explore mechanisms underlying 
synaptic changes inside the brain during the 

self-teaching process and develop a new theory for 
neural mechanisms that take place in self-teach-
ing, embracing playfulness and self-teaching as 

part of brain learning algorithms.

The Domestication of ‘Hindu’ 
Asceticism and the Religious 

Making of South and Southeast 
Asia (DHARMA)

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Annette Schmiedchen  

(Department of Asian and African Studies) 

FUNDING PERIOD:  

May 2019 to October 2025

ERC SYNERGY GRANT

With more than a billion followers worldwide, Hin-
duism is the third largest religion on the planet and 
has a rich history and incredibly diverse traditions, 
rituals, practices and theological and philosophical 
systems. However, due to the huge diversity and 
poor accessibility to vital historical sources, it re-

mains very under-researched. To fill this knowledge 
gap, the EU-funded DHARMA project examines 
the history of Hinduism from a comparative per-
spective. Focusing on the epigraphy of south and 
south-east Asia during the period from the 6th to 
the 13th century, DHARMA will contextualise and 
analyse inscriptions, manuscripts and archaeologi-
cal artefacts using digital technology. The findings 
obtained will depict the wealth and complexity of 
regional interactive connections between religion, 

state and society. 

https://dharma.hypotheses.org/ 

Syzygies, Moduli and Topological 
Invariants of Groups (SYZYGY)

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Gavril Farkas (Department of Mathematics)  

FUNDING PERIOD:  

March 2020 to February 2026

ERC ADVANCED GRANT

Koszul algebra plays an important role in algebraic 
topology, commutative algebra and other math-
ematical fields. Inspired by rational homotopy 

theory, the research team has recently been able 
to show that Koszul modules are novel homolog-

ical objects that establish striking connections 
between algebraic geometry and geometric group 

theory. Based on this finding, the interconnec-
tions between algebraic geometry and geometric 
group theory are being investigated within the 
research project using syzygies. The funding of 
the SYZYGY project makes it possible to prove 
Green’s conjecture about equations of algebraic 

curves and compute the Kodaira dimension of the 
moduli space of curves of genus between 17 and 21. 

Another research focus will be on finding alge-
bro-geometric interpretations for the Alexander 

invariants of the Torelli group.

Funded by
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The individual funding of excellent early-career postdocs offers them the opportunity to 
conduct independent research and develop their scientific profile. Funding is provided 
either as a Junior research group leadership or as a research fellowship to finance a tem-
porary position and is offered by various funding bodies – from the DFG and ministries to 
foundations and the EU.

INFO

A Sensible World. The Problem  
of Secondary Qualities in and 

around the School of Brentano

PROjECT LEADER:  
Dr. Hamid Taieb (Department of Philosophy)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

September 2020 to August 2023

FUNDED BY 

Emmy Noether Programme

The philosophical issue of secondary qualities 
emerges from a clash between naive and scientific 

beliefs. Our perception shows us a world full of 
sensory qualities such as colours, sounds etc.: a 
“sensitive” world. However, physics teaches us 

that the world is just a dark, silent mass of parti-
cles; colours, sounds and so on are only derived 
“secondary” qualities, mere appearances arising 

from the action of the physical “primary” qualities 
on our senses. Hence the problem: do colours, 

sounds etc. exist independently of us, and if not, to 
what extent do their appearances provide us with 
an adequate knowledge of reality? The standard 

philosophical narrative identifies the origin of this 
problem in early modern times. And in contempo-
rary philosophy, the debate on secondary qualities 
has experienced a revival. But what happened in 

between? One of the most systematic and original 
treatments of the problem took place at the turn 
of the 20th century in and around the School of 

Brentano. The the Emmy Noether Junior Research 
Group reconstructs the Austrian-German debate 
according to the three axes of phenomenology, 

metaphysics and epistemology, developing a so-
called “network history of philosophy”. 

https://a-sensible-world.net/  

Genetic Reconfigurations  
en Route to a Holoparasitic  

Lifestyle in Plants

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Susann Wicke (Department of Biology)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

April 2020 to December 2021  

(started in 2017 at the WWU in Münster)

FUNDED BY 

Emmy Noether Programme

Having started in 2017 at the University of Mün-
ster and now located at the Humboldt-Universität 
since 2020, this Emmy Noether Junior Research 
Group is investigating the commonalities as well 
as the adaptive and non-adaptive genetic recon-

figurations that are associated with the transition 
from an autotrophic to a holoparasitic way of 

life within the parasitic plants of the broomrape 
family (Orobanchaceae), which are considered the 
world’s most aggressive agricultural pests among 

parasitic plants. The programme exploits the 
unique, natural genetic diversity of the broomrape 
family, which comprises the full trophic spectrum 
including nonparasites, hemiparasites of various 
specialisations and numerous holoparasites. The 
group examines which genetic reconfigurations 

precede or follow the transition to holoparasitism 
and whether these reconfigurations occur in a pre-
dictable order. In doing so, the research addresses 
unresolved questions regarding the genetics of the 
Orobanchaceae while simultaneously answering 

unexplained aspects of molecular rate variation in 
plants.

https://a-sensible-world.net/


The Functions of Phenotypic 
Plasticity in Plant-Plant 
Interactions and Canopy 

Productivity

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Tsu-Wei Chen (Albrecht Daniel Thaer-Institute  

of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

October 2020 to September 2023

FUNDED BY 

Emmy Noether Programme

This junior research group is interested in the 
morphological and physiological adaptive capacities 
of growing plants, which continuously react to the 
microclimate created by their neighbouring plants. 
This phenotypic plasticity is of crucial importance 
for the intake of resources and the performance of 

individual plants, but can also enhance competition 
between plants and thus impair the overall produc-

tivity of the population. 

In this project, the latest developments in phenom-
ics are combined with a 3D modelling approach 

to investigate a total of 228 genotypes of win-
ter wheat. The goal is to better understand the 

relationships between biological diversity and the 
productivity of plant populations, the implementa-

tion possibilities at the level of agricultural systems, 
and a potential impairment to selective success as a 

result of plant-on-plant competition.

Representation Complexity of 
Enumeration and Counting 

Algorithms 

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Christoph Berkholz  

(Department of Computer Science)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

October 2019 to October 2022

FUNDED BY 

Emmy Noether Programme

This Emmy Noether junior research group is con-
cerned with a central issue of theoretical computer 

science: the complexity analysis of algorithmic 
questions. 

The complexity theory provides suitable tools 
for investigating the complexity of decision and 

counting problems as a function of input size and 
structure by way of reductions. For almost twenty 
years now, methods for compact representation 
have been advanced in the area of knowledge 

compilation, in particular for the counting and 
enumerating of satisfying allocations of proposi-
tional formulae. In this project, a comprehensive 
theory of compact representations is created for 
the constraint satisfaction problem and for the 

query evaluation in relational or probabilistic data-
bases, in order to generate efficient algorithms and 

illustrate the limits of representability. A further 
goal is the development of dynamic representa-
tions that, following a modification of the input, 

allow for efficient adaptation of the representations 
of the modified output.

Regression Models Beyond  
the Mean – A Bayesian Approach 

to Machine Learning  

PROjECT LEADER:  
Prof. Dr. Nadja Klein  

(Faculty of Economics and Business Administration)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

November 2019 to June 2024

FUNDED BY 

Emmy Noether Programme

In the age of digitalisation, many scientific studies 
are based on ever greater and more complex 

volumes of data. These big data applications offer 
starting points for the further development of 

statistical methods that require, in particular, more 
precise models that are adapted to their complexity 
as well as the development of improved inference 
methods, in order to counteract potential model 

misspecification, distorted estimators and errone-
ous conclusions and predictions. 

This junior research group is elaborating more 
efficient statistical learning algorithms for the 

more precise estimation of models with large sets 
of data and is also developing novel distribution 
regression models. What is more, the develop-

ment of freely available software and applications 
in natural and social sciences (e.g. for marketing, 
weather predictions, chronic illnesses, and more) 
represent an important component of this project 
and underscore its potential to make a significant 

contribution to important aspects of modern statis-
tics and data science.

Exploring the Landscape of 
String Theory Flux Vacua Using 

Exceptional Field Theory

PROjECT LEADER:  
Dr. Emanuel Malek (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

August 2020 to July 2026

FUNDED BY 

Emmy Noether Programme

String theory, the most-developed theory of quan-
tum gravity, is only consistent in ten dimensions. 
Nonetheless, insight can be can obtained into low-
er-dimensional physics by “compactifying” string 
theory, i.e. considering it in spaces where some 

dimensions are compact. Many properties of the 
lower-dimensional theories, such as the spectrum 

of particles, are encoded in the geometry of the 
compact space. 

This project systematically investigates and 
classifies the supersymmetric flux vacua of string 
theory and their deformations, and analyses their 
role in realistic string models of our universe and 

holography. It is funded by the Emmy Noether 
Programme by the DFG (German Research Foun-
dation), also receives funding from the Einstein 
Foundation Berlin, the Research Training Group 

2575 “Rethinking Quantum Field Theory”, the Fed-
eral Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) 

and the DAAD, is affiliated with the Quantum 
Field and String Theory Group at Humboldt-Uni-
versität zu Berlin, and is a member of IRIS Adler-
shof and the Interdisciplinary Center for Research 

in Mathematical Physics, Berlin. 

http://www.emanuelmalek.com/

stringfluxvacua/  
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The Photocatalytic Reduction 
of CO2 With Heterodinuclear 

Catalysts Based on Earth 
Abundant Metals

PROjECT LEADER:  
Dr. Matthias Schwalbe (Department of Chemistry)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

January 2019 to December 2022

FUNDED BY 

Emmy Noether Programme

The subject of this project is the development and 
investigation of catalytic systems for light-driven 
CO2 reduction. The first objective is a compari-

son of inter and intramolecular systems based on 
the same combination of a photosensitiser and 

catalytic unit. The second major goal of the project 
consists in obtaining a better understanding of the 
energy and electron transfer processes that occur 
within the (inter and intramolecular) photocatalyt-
ic systems. Comprehensive spectroscopic studies 

are carried out to examine the photophysical prop-
erties of the established connections. The isolation 

and characterisation of intermediates helps to 
better understand the processes taking place and 

postulate a revised reaction mechanism in particu-
lar for energy and electron transfer processes in 

heterodinuclear systems.

Statistical Inversion and 
Quantification of Uncertainties

PROjECT LEADER:  
Dr. Fabian J. E. Telschow (Department of Mathematics)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

September 2020 to December 2025

FUNDED BY

Junior Research Groups within the Cluster of Excellence Math+

MATH+, the Berlin Mathematics Research Centre, 
funds six positions for heads of independent junior 
research groups in application-driven basic math-
ematical research, in order to provide increased 
support for outstanding young researchers with 
already several years of postdoctoral experience, 
and to give them a head start in building their 

own research profile and research group within 
the supportive environment of a major Cluster of 

Excellence.

Fabian Telschow is head of the MATH+ Junior 
Research Group “Statistical Inversion and Quan-

tification of Uncertainties”. In his research, he 
develops statistical methodologies for image analy-
sis and functional data using random field theory. 
His focus lies on inferential methodologies such 
as confidence sets for random fields on irregular 

domains in arbitrary dimension and related topics 
such as quantification of stochastic uncertainties 
of level sets. Together with the group headed by 

Thomas Nichols (University of Oxford), he applies 
these methods to neuro-imaging data. Further ap-
plications comprise, to name a couple, biomedical 

gait data and climate data.

 
https://mathplus.de/early-career-researchers/

independent-Junior-research-groups/  

Data-Driven Computational  
Optimization

PROjECT LEADER:  
Dr. Aswin Kannan (Department of Mathematics)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

January 2020 to December 2025

FUNDED BY

Junior Research Groups within the Cluster of Excellence Math+

MATH+, the Berlin Mathematics Research Centre, 
funds six positions for heads of independent 

junior research groups in application-driven basic 
mathematical research, in order to provide in-

creased support for outstanding young researchers 
with already several years of postdoctoral expe-

rience, and to give them a head start in building 
their own research profile and research group 
within the supportive environment of a major 

Cluster of Excellence.

Aswin Kannan is head of the MATH+ Junior 
Research Group “Data-Driven Computational 

Optimisation”. His research targets the efficient 
deployment of mathematical optimisation for the 
construction of machine learning models. Appli-
cations of interest range from engineering and 

computational biology to smart energy usage and 
imaging. He also works on derivative-free optimi-

sation and variational inequalities.

https://mathplus.de/early-career-researchers/

independent-Junior-research-groups/  

Ideologies in the School Context 

PROjECT LEADER:  
Dr. Tim Müller (Berlin Institute for Integration  

and Migration Research)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

July 2019 to June 2022

FUNDED BY 

Federal Ministry of Family Affairs, Senior Citizens,  

Women and Youth (BMFSFJ)

Extreme right-wing and radical Islamic tendencies 
represent a threat to the basic democratic order in 
Germany. This project explores why certain young 
people, despite circumstances that favour radicali-
sation, do not become radicalised. This adds a new 

perspective to deficit-orientated research, which 
frequently focuses on the reasons for radicali-

sation: that of non-radicalisation. This research 
makes it possible to support and improve existing 
preventive measures in order to more effectively 
counteract the threat of radicalisation of young 

people. To more intimately understand this set of 
issues, the project’s work is centred around the 

following research questions: What determinants 
favour resilience against extreme right-wing and 
Islamist radicalisation in adolescence? And how 
can these resiliency resources be increased with 

the help of preventive measures?

https://www.demokratie-leben.de/projekte-

expertise/projekte-finden-1/projektdetails/

determinanten-radikalisierungsbezogener-

resilienz-gegenueber-rechtsextremen-

und-radikal-islamistischen-ideologien-im-

schulkontext-up3403-500  

120 RESEARCH REPORT 2019-2020 humboldt-universität zu berlin  121

EARLY-CAREER RESEARCHERS

https://mathplus.de/early-career-researchers/independent-Junior-research-groups/
https://mathplus.de/early-career-researchers/independent-Junior-research-groups/
https://mathplus.de/early-career-researchers/independent-Junior-research-groups/
https://mathplus.de/early-career-researchers/independent-Junior-research-groups/
https://www.demokratie-leben.de/projekte-expertise/projekte-finden-1/projektdetails/determinanten-radikalisierungsbezogener-resilienz-gegenueber-rechtsextremen-und-radikal-islamistischen-ideologien-im-schulkontext-up3403-500
https://www.demokratie-leben.de/projekte-expertise/projekte-finden-1/projektdetails/determinanten-radikalisierungsbezogener-resilienz-gegenueber-rechtsextremen-und-radikal-islamistischen-ideologien-im-schulkontext-up3403-500
https://www.demokratie-leben.de/projekte-expertise/projekte-finden-1/projektdetails/determinanten-radikalisierungsbezogener-resilienz-gegenueber-rechtsextremen-und-radikal-islamistischen-ideologien-im-schulkontext-up3403-500
https://www.demokratie-leben.de/projekte-expertise/projekte-finden-1/projektdetails/determinanten-radikalisierungsbezogener-resilienz-gegenueber-rechtsextremen-und-radikal-islamistischen-ideologien-im-schulkontext-up3403-500
https://www.demokratie-leben.de/projekte-expertise/projekte-finden-1/projektdetails/determinanten-radikalisierungsbezogener-resilienz-gegenueber-rechtsextremen-und-radikal-islamistischen-ideologien-im-schulkontext-up3403-500
https://www.demokratie-leben.de/projekte-expertise/projekte-finden-1/projektdetails/determinanten-radikalisierungsbezogener-resilienz-gegenueber-rechtsextremen-und-radikal-islamistischen-ideologien-im-schulkontext-up3403-500


In-Depth Study Into the Algebraic 
Structure of Elementary Particle 

Physics

PROjECT LEADER:  
Nichol Michelle Furey, PhD (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

February 2020 to September 2026

FUNDED BY 

Freigeist Fellowship of the Volkswagen Foundation

Physics: our most reliable theory of elementary 
particles is known as the Standard Model. Yet 

despite being able to use the Standard Model to 
make impeccably accurate predictions, we have 

never come to understand quite why it is the way 
it is. Just because we know how to drive a car 

does not mean that we understand how its engine 
works. Similarly, we do not really understand why 
nature seems to rely on a certain set of elementary 
particles, but not on others, and why these parti-
cles interact with each other in the way that they 
do. This project aims to find out whether there is 
a mathematical logic behind the Standard Model’s 

curious structure.

Mathematics: the number system that we use in 
everyday life is known as the real numbers. The 
real numbers, however, are just the first of four 

very special number systems in pure mathematics. 
Alongside the real numbers, we also have the com-
plex numbers, the quaternions, and the octonions. 

Evidence increasingly suggests that these four 
special number systems might in fact be respon-

sible for the inner workings of elementary particle 
physics. The research in the scope of the Freigeist 
Fellowship attempts to attain a deeper understand-

ing of particle physics.

Exponentially Improved  
Quantum Memory (ExIQ)

FELLOW:  
Dr. Maximilian Schemmer (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

June 2020 to June 2022

HOST:  

Prof. Dr. Arno Rauschenbeutel (Department of Physics)

FUNDED BY 

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions: Postdoctoral Fellowship

Quantum memory is an interface between light 
and matter (atoms) based on the storage and 

retrieval of photonic quantum information or the 
quantum state of a photon. An overarching goal 
in quantum optics is to enhance the efficiency 

and control of interactions between photons and 
atomic media. One major challenge is presented 
by spontaneous emission, in which photons are 
absorbed by atoms and then scattered in unde-

sirable ways. Selective radiance is a phenomenon 
that enables significant suppression of scattering 
through strong interference in emission between 
atoms. Marie Curie Fellow Maximilian Schemmer 
is evaluating this theoretical phenomenon experi-
mentally with the goal of demonstrating quantum 

memory performance with a very small margin 
of error, supporting the development of future 

quantum networks.

Migration and the Welfare State – 
Migration Models, Fiscal Effects, 

Acceptance, and Institutional 
Adaptability

PROjECT LEADER:  
Dr. Tim Müller (Berlin Institute for Integration  

and Migration Research)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

July 2019 to June 2022 

FUNDED BY 

Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (BMAS)

Migration poses major challenges to welfare states 
like Germany. On the one hand, it offers a great 
opportunity to mitigate the costs of demographic 
change for the welfare state and thus to defuse 

distributional conflicts. On the other hand, in the 
event of the incomplete integration of migrants 
into the labour market, migration can also con-

tribute to welfare losses. In addition, welfare state 
regulations themselves influence the scope and 

structure of migration and thus its impact on the 
economy and public finances. 

This is why the interdisciplinary project of this 
junior research group combines approaches from 

finance, welfare and migration research in an 
effort to answer the following questions: What 

effects does migration have on the fiscal balance 
of the welfare state? How do different welfare 

state regulations affect the scope and structure of 
migration? What are the consequences of the con-
tributions of migrants to the fiscal balance of the 
welfare state and welfare transfers to immigrants 
for the acceptance and legitimacy of migration? 

https://www.projekte.hu-berlin.de/de/migsoz  

BioMaterialities — Nature and 
the Transformation of Production, 
Reproduction and Politics in the 

High-Tech Bioeconomy

   

PROjECT LEADERS:  
Dr. Sarah Hackfort (Albrecht Daniel Thaer-Institute of 

Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences, left) and  

Dr. Miriam Boyer (Albrecht Daniel Thaer-Institute of 

Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences, right)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

July 2019 to July 2024

FUNDED BY 

Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF)

The developing orientation of bioeconomic sectors 
in countries like Germany reveals a high-tech 

valorisation of living nature. This includes a strong 
focus on (bio)technological innovations in the 
life sciences and their convergence with digital 

technologies. This high-tech vision of transforma-
tion by central actors and institutions suggests that 
the bioeconomy should be specified as a high-tech 

bioeconomy.

The BioMaterialities project contributes to critical 
social science research on these developments. It 

analyses how various social relations are changing 
in the high-tech bioeconomy. A central perspective 
lies in the study of the material characteristics of 

living nature as the productive basis of bioeconomy.

http://www.biomaterialities.de  
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The Neuroscience of Tickling: 
Cerebellar Mechanisms and 

Sensory Prediction (NeuroTick)

FELLOW:  
Prof. Dr. Marlies Oostland (Department of Biology)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

September 2019 to August 2022

HOST:  

Prof. Dr. Michael Brecht (Department of Biology)

FUNDED BY 

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions: Postdoctoral Fellowship

The EU-funded NeuroTick project aims to study 
neuronal mechanisms underlying the perception 
of surprising events, such as the sudden approach 

of a predator or an unexpected touch – an abil-
ity crucial for the survival of many species. The 
research team will test the hypothesis that the 

cerebellum plays a pivotal role in processing un-
expected events, since it creates mental models of 
future actions. In light of the connection between 
the cerebellum and somatosensory cortex, which 
is responsible for somatic sensation, this seems 
plausible. This cooperation between University 

College London, Trustees of Princeton University 
and the Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin investi-
gates tickling in mice and rats – a special form of 
unexpected touch that includes equal elements of 

sensorial and social surprise.

Phononic Quantum Sensors  
for Gravity (PhoQuS-G)

FELLOW:  
Dr. Dennis Rätzel (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

October 2019 to December 2021

HOST:  

Prof. Dr. Kurt Busch (Department of Physics)

FUNDED BY 

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions: Postdoctoral Fellowship

Marie-Curie Fellow Dennis Rätzel is concerned 
with finding evidence of gravitational fields with 

Bose-Einstein condensates. So-called Bose-Einstein 
condensates (BECs) are large groups of interact-
ing atoms cooled to temperatures very close to 
absolute zero and are incredibly useful for high 
precision metrology. The goal of the project is to 
determine whether BECs consisting of phonons 
can be used for high precision sensing of gravita-
tional fields. It builds upon a powerful numerical 
method that enables the description of conden-
sate splitting, trap release and other changes of 

the BEC properties. If successful, high precision 
sensing of gravitational fields offers great potential 

for progress in a variety of applications – from 
fundamental research to technological solutions; 
for example, knowledge about local gravitational 
fields (geodesy) can be used to map underground 

infrastructures or find natural resources.

Long-Lived Quantum Memories 
for Space-Based Applications 

(QSPACE)

FELLOW:  
Dr. Mustafa Gündoğan (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

December 2020 to March 2023

HOST: 

Prof. Achim Peters (Department of Physics),  
Dr. Martin Krutzik (Department of Physics)

FUNDED BY 

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions: Postdoctoral Fellowship

Dr. Mustafa Gündoğan has received a Marie 
Skłodowska-Curie Individual Fellowship to re-

search long-lived quantum memories for space-
based applications. Quantum experiments in 

space have led to many interesting technological 
advances from which long-distance quantum com-
munication could benefit. However, the necessary 
line-of-sight distance restricts the direct transmis-
sion of quantum information to a few thousand 
kilometres. One solution to this problem would 
be to equip satellites with quantum memories. 
Furthermore, by observing gravitational effects 
on quantum systems, scientists could gain new 
perspectives in the search for a quantum theory 
of gravitation. The EU-funded QSPACE project 
therefore aims to develop a space-compatible, 
small-footprint laser-cooled quantum memory 

with storage times in the order of seconds. Such 
a system could surpass memoryless quantum 

communication schemes with realistic memory 
performances.

124 RESEARCH REPORT 2019-2020 humboldt-universität zu berlin  125

EARLY-CAREER RESEARCHERS



PRIZESPRIZES

PRI
     ZES

humboldt-universität zu berlin  127126 RESEARCH REPORT 2019-2020



Nobel Prize in Chemistry

RECIPIENT:  
Prof. Dr. Emmanuelle Charpentier (Department of Biology,  

Max Planck Research Unit for the Science of Pathogens)

YEAR:  

2020 

The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences awarded 
the 2020 Nobel Prize in Chemistry to Prof. Dr 

Emmanuelle Charpentier together with biochem-
ist Jennifer Doudna (University of California, 

Berkeley). Charpentier is an honorary professor at 
the Humboldt-Universität Department of Biology 

and director of the Max Planck Research Unit 
for the Science of Pathogens. The prize honours 
her research on the CRISPR-Cas9 mechanism 

(Clustered Regularly Interspaced Short Palindro-
mic Repeats). With this tool, often described as 

“genetic scissors”, gene sequences can be changed 
in any cells of living organisms.

Emmanuelle Charpentier is one of the inventors 
of the CRISPR-Cas9 genetic engineering tool. She 
first came into contact with the subject of CRIS-
PR in Vienna and made it the major topic of her 
research. In 2011, her research group understood 
the basic mechanisms of CRISPR-Cas9 and pub-
lished it in the journal Nature. Together with the 

research group of Jennifer Doudna (UC Berkeley), 
she was able to further develop the mechanism 

into a powerful technology that can be used in all 
living cells – from bacteria to plants, animals and 
humans – just one year later. The study appeared 

in the journal Science in 2012.

Communicator Prize (DFG)

RECIPIENT:  
Prof. Dr. Robert Arlinghaus (Albrecht Daniel Thaer-Institute  

of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences)

YEAR:  

2020

The German Communicator Prize is awarded 
annually by the German Research Foundation 
(DFG) and the Stifterverband für die Deutsche 

Wissenschaft (Donors’ association for the 
promotion of humanities and sciences in 

Germany). It is endowed with 50,000 euros and 
aims to strengthen the exchange between science 

and society. Professor Robert Arlinghaus from 
the Leibniz Institute of Freshwater Ecology and 

Inland Fisheries (IGB) and Humboldt-Universität 
zu Berlin will receive the 2020 Award for his 
outstanding communication on sustainable 

fisheries, navigating the tension between the use 
and conservation of underwater biodiversity.

The research by Robert Arlinghaus and his team 
helps to improve the ecological status of freshwa-
ters, to ensure the supply of fish as food, to foster 
the recreational experience of fishing on the water, 
and to protect fish populations. The latter is an im-
portant social objective in view of the rapid decline 

of freshwater biodiversity. “Robert Arlinghaus 
succeeds in linking an apparently niche topic, such 
as recreational fisheries, with the socially relevant 
issues of sustainability, environmental protection 

and the responsible use of nature at higher levels”, 
said the jury of the German Communicator Prize 

in recognition of his work.

Heinz Maier-Leibnitz Prize (DFG)

RECIPIENT:  
Prof. Dr. Nicolas Perkowski (Department of Mathematics)

YEAR:  

2019

Nicolas Perkowski receives the Heinz Maier-Leib-
nitz Prize in recognition of his scientific achieve-

ments in the field of probability theory. In his 
research, Nicolas Perkowski deals with singular 

stochastic partial differential equations, questions 
of applied stochastic analysis, and robust methods 

in the field of financial mathematics. Together 
with his co-authors, he developed, among other 
things, a highly regarded alternative approach to 

solving singular stochastic partial differential equa-
tions such as the Kardar-Parisi-Zhang equation 

and was also able to prove the uniqueness of ener-
gy solutions for these equations for the first time. 

Nicolas Perkowski studied and completed his 
doctorate at the Humboldt-Universität in Ber-

lin. After a research stay at the Université Paris 
Dauphine, he returned to his home university in 
2015 as a “junior” professor of Stochastic Analy-

sis. Since 2018, funded by the DFG’s Heisenberg 
Programme, he has been working in parallel as a 
research group leader at the Max Planck Institute 

for Mathematics in the Sciences in Leipzig.

Gottfried Wilhelm  
Leibniz Prize (DFG)

RECIPIENT:  
Prof. Dr. Andreas Reckwitz (Department of Social Sciences)

YEAR:  

2019

Andreas Reckwitz, one of today’s leading and most 
original social diagnosticians, was presented with 

the Leibniz Prize for his outstanding research 
work. He has produced wide-ranging and detailed 
analyses of structural change in modern western 
societies, combining sociological investigations 

of everyday life, work and consumption and even 
digital subjectification. In his habilitation thesis 
“Das hybride Subjekt” (“The Hybrid Subject”), 

published in 2006, Reckwitz developed his central 
theme of modern subjectivity, which he analysed 
with the aid of a series of “subject cultures” from 
the 18th century onwards. He further advanced 
this approach in his widely received book “Die 
Erfindung der Kreativität” (“The Invention of 

Creativity”) in 2012. Here, he classified processes 
of social change as dynamics of aestheticisation 

in the fields of art, consumption and the working 
world. In 2017, Reckwitz’s work culminated in the 
social-theoretical design of a “society of singular-
ities”. In this work (“Gesellschaft der Singular-

itäten”), he details the evolution from an industrial 
society to a knowledge and culture economy, in 

which the aim is to increase “singularity capital”. 
On this basis, he proposed a new theory of social 
classes and illuminated the forms of politics that 

correspond to this society.

humboldt-universität zu berlin  129128 RESEARCH REPORT 2019-2020

PRIZES



RESEARCH REPORT OF THE  
HUMBOLDT-UNIVERSITäT ZU BERLIN 2019–2020

Published by
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin 
The Vice President for Research

Edited by
Research Service Centre

Unit for Research Information and Monitoring

Project manager
Philipp Barbaric

Project assistant 
Evangelia Nikoloudakis

Copy-editing
Jan David Miemietz
Gwendolin Bechler

Graphic concept, layout, art direction and infographics
Patrick Weseloh, weseloh.media

Printing
Umweltdruck Berlin GmbH

Paper
Creative Print Diamant (cover), VIVUS 100 (contents)

Date
December 2022

IMPRINT

AB4
Dieses Druckerzeugnis wurde mit dem Blauen Engel ausgezeichnet.

Image credits

Prof. Dr. Cigdem Issever: Matthias Heyde; Prof. Dr. Michael Brecht: NeuroCure; Dr. Sarah Hackfort: Johannes Fehrle;  
Prof. Dr. Andreas Reckwitz: Jürgen Bauer; Prof. Dr. Robert Arlinghaus: IGB/David Ausserhofer; others: private. 

130 RESEARCH REPORT 2019-2020

https://weseloh.media


R
E

SE
A

R
C

H
 R

E
P

O
R

T h
u

m
b

o
ld

t-u
n

iver
sität zu

 b
er

lin




